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PRESIDENT Steve Pomas

W

ell Summer is here again and we are now a couple of months into my second term as President
of VMR Southport. As I write this we have just taken delivery of our new boat and preparations are
coming together for the official launch ceremony of Marine Rescue 4. Check out the photos from the day
and keep an eye out for the new boat on the water.
With the AGM done and dusted for another year I’d like to welcome back to the committee a couple of familiar faces. Diana Gibson has returned as Secretary and Bev Weldon has taken on the job of Radio
Operations Controller. Both these ladies are dedicated members of VMR Southport and their experience
will be invaluable over the next 12 months. To all who served on last year’s committee thank you for your
efforts! We had a great year and have created a solid platform for moving forward.
As is always the case all volunteer organisations rely heavily on the community for support and
VMR Southport is no different. I would like to acknowledge a number of contributions that have recently
been made by local businesses that will allow us to improve our service to the boating community. Allamanda Hospital kindly donated $3600 for the purchase of a new defibrillator for our base allowing our current
model to be donated to the Seaway Tower. Southport Yacht Club has donated $3000 for the purchase of new
radios at the Seaway Tower and Sunshine Automotive Group donated $1800 towards the purchase of new
radios for our boats and base. These are outstanding contributions and on behalf of our members I’d like to
say a big thank you! We really do appreciate it.
On the topic of donations I made mention last issue of a contribution from a radio station for
telemetric equipment at the Seaway Tower. In my excitement I unfortunately made an error in the naming of
the radio station and it’s actually 94.1FM Gold Coast that kindly donated the equipment. I apologise for any
confusion. Once again thank you to all sponsors and supporters for your contributions!
That’s all I have this issue. I hope everyone gets out of the water and enjoys their boats over the
Summer holidays and stays safe in the process. Merry Christmas and good luck for 2015!
Regards

Steve Pomas

Advertising:
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Graphics:
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Hours: 0515 - 2000
Phone: 5591 2948
Fax:
5571 2360

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by the authors and
contributors of articles in the Vsheet are not
necessarily those of Volunteer Marine Rescue
Southport - Surfers Paradise Assoc. Inc. (VMR)
nor does VMR guarantee the accuracy of statements made by contributors or advertisers or
accept any responsibility for any product or
service statement made herein.

Christmas time, sometimes referred to as ‘the
silly season’, is coming down our chimney once
again. Hopefully, this year, Santa will oblige
us with a trouble-free, happy and safe boating
holiday period.
Careful boat maintenance, common sense, and
consideration for others will help to ensure our
Christmas Wishes are granted.

ORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT
PROUD SUPP
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New Committee elected for 2014 -2015

Management Team 2014 - 2015

L to R:
er), Jacob Rudge (Communications Con
troller),
Martin Walsh (Committee member)
Front: Bev Weldon ( Radio Operatprs
Co-ordinator), Steve Pomas (President),
Diana Gibson (Secretary), Dave Macdon
ald (Vice President).

Back: Glenn Norris (Operations Controll

Alan Curtis
VMRAQ Meritorious Service
Award and
the Emergency Services Medal for
distinguished service as a
member of an emergency service.

Martin Hood

Presidents Award Glenn Norris Trophy

AGM

Ann Carter

20 Years of Service

Award Winners 2014

Marie Burr

20 Years of Service
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Roy Patterson & Beverley Weldon

Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

10 Years of Service

Robert Sinclair

5 Years of Service

THE STORY
of Marine Rescue 4
When our management committee initially looked into replacing our
training vessel no one really knew in which direction this project would
go. The task was given to our 7 Senior Skippers to research the options
available and come back with a vessel recommendation and some basic
costings.
Now I’m sure everyone realizes how difficult it is to get even
two people to agree on what they like so you can only imagine what it
was like trying to get agreement from 7 skippers on what would serve
the best purpose for our organization while also providing great value for
money at a price we could afford.
Without becoming too technical, our biggest debates along
the way were over things such as should it be a twin hull or single hull
vessel? Should it be inflatable or are hard sides ok? Which engines
should we power it with? Should we install radar or just keep it very
basic?

with Steve Pomas
In the end the decision became clearer and it was agreed to
build a boat that would increase our operational capacity while also
giving our up and coming skippers a platform they could train on in
preparation for taking command of our primary rescue vessels.
Eighteen months later and what we have now is the realisation
of all those meetings and discussions and we are confident we have built
the best boat for the job. Powered by twin 150hp Mercury outboards,
Marine Rescue 4 has a top speed of near on 40 knots and an operational
range of over 200 nautical miles. It’s fitted with dual screen radar, AIS
and can operate up to 30 nautical miles offshore with a crew of 8.
Credit also needs to go to Wayne and Debbie Hennig from
Noosa Cat for their input and guidance with this boat. I’m sure Debbie
will be relieved not to have me emailing and calling her so regularly now
everything is finished but, as we have reminded them, we now have a
fleet of 3 Noosa Cats so we’re looking forward to a bulk buy discount on
the next one!
Management would also like to give credit to our Active
members here at VMR Southport. This vessel has been completely
self- funded by our organization and at an approximate cost of $165,000
- that’s a lot of $2 raffle tickets we’ve had to sell! Thank you all for your
hard work and dedication with fundraising and selling memberships.
Thanks also to our Associate members for supporting us year after year.
It just goes to show every little bit counts!

Marine Rescue 4 slowly takes
shape in the Noosa Cat factory.
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Marine Rescue 4

takes to the water

Official launch by Life Members
Jill McGhie and Chris Leech with
Supervisor Chaplain Graeme Ramsden.

Senior Sergeant Lucas Young, Gold Coast
Water Police and President Keith Williams
Volunteer Marine Rescue Queensland.

Every coin has two sides.
Honorary Solicitor Michael Kyle and
VMR Senior Skipper Trevor Park
6

AVCG and VMR Currumbin members attended in their rescue vessels
Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Marine Rescue 4
takes to the water

The Launch Crew:
Roy Patterson, Trevor Bellis,
Terry Hunt, Jacob Rodge

Gary Baildon Chairman Gold Coast Waterways Authority
and Verity Barton MP State Member for Broadwater

Steve Pomas President VMR Southport,
Snr. Sgt Lucas Young GCWP, Phil Short SYC,
Graeme Ramsden Police Chaplain

L: Ted Malone Assistant Minister
for Emergency Volunteers

R: Marine Rescue 3 picks up the
pace in a medical emergency
during the launch.
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VISITORS to our shores
O

n Tuesday 28 October the Gold Coast was visited by 3
traditional Vaka (voyaging canoes), one each from the Cook

Islands, Samoa and Fiji enroute to Sydney Harbour to open the International Union for the Conservation of Nature World Parks Congress
to be held on 12 November 2014. They spent the night beached next
to the VMR Southport base.
Wednesday 29 October the 3 canoes were given an official
welcome to the Gold Coast at Broadwater Parklands by City of Gold
Coast Council and Griffith University along with local Pacific Island
Community groups who provided a traditional welcoming.
The 22 metre canoes are modelled on the Cook Islands
traditional double-hulled canoe ‘Te Au O Tonga’ and were built by
Salthouse Boatbuilders in Auckland with the help of Cook Islands
traditional boat building expertise.
The Cook Islands vaka is owned by the people of the Cook
Islands and managed by The Cook Islands Voyaging Society Inc.
which was established as a non-profit community organisation in
1992. The aims of the Society are:
•
Recover and relearn knowledge, skills and traditions about constructing traditional Cook Islands ocean voyaging canoes.
•
Cook Islands voyaging heritage.
•
Building mastery in the canoe building arts.
•
Training of crew to safely and successfully complete an ocean
voyage throughout the Pacific.
To recruit young people from throughout the Cook Islands to
•
be trained in the skills of canoe building, sailing and celestial
navigation.
In 2010 Pacific Voyagers completed the construction of seven ocean voyaging canoes, called “Vaka Moana” (boat of the ocean).
The Cook Island vaka is now 4 years old, has travelled thousands of
miles. The canoe itself is valued at $850,000, which is the total cost of
the vaka construction and equipment onboard, sails, solar panels and
electric engines.
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The 22 metre canoes are modelled
on the Cook Islands traditional
double-hulled canoe ‘Te Au O Tonga’

with Ken Gibbs

Vaka beached at The Spit

Queensland Water Police

EXCESSIVE WASH
with Lucas Young
Senior Sergeant Officer in Charge
WATER POLICE GOLD COAST

I

t is starting to warm up and with that brings the ever increasing traffic on the waterways. It’s an important and timely

reminder of our obligations to our fellow waterway users when we head
out on our Boats and Personal Water Craft.
One of the more prevalent calls to service we receive is complaints from people in relation to damaging and excessive wash caused
by larger vessels. Many skippers are unaware of the trails of destruction
that they are leaving behind as they drive. This can be caused by a vessels speed but also by not allowing your vessel to completely come off
the plane when slowing down preventing the trailing wash. The usual
response when we are pulling up skippers of larger vessels is that they
are not speeding and that they are in the 40 knot zone.
We all have an obligation to ensure that we are travelling at
a safe speed, and this does not always mean the designated speed zone
is all we must consider. It is imperative that we operate our vessels in a
manner that is courteous towards all waterways users, not just boaties
but also those persons in our community who swim and play on the
water’s edge.
When driving your vessel it is important that you check your
wash regularly. When passing other vessels or areas close to the shore
slow down to a safe speed which allows all vessels to pass safely whilst
considering other waterway users and the affect your wash may have on
the shore.

AND SAFE SPEED
It is an offence to operate a ship at a speed at which wash
is capable of causing a marine incident or damage to the shore, the
penalty for this offence is $341. However depending on the severity of
the incident could even result in a charge of Dangerous Operation of a
Vehicle under the Criminal Code, where the maximum penalty could be
as severe as 14 years imprisonment if someone is seriously injured as a
result of your actions.
Another complaint we frequently receive is that of Personal
Water Craft not operating safely and driving at high speeds close to the
shore and jumping the wash close to the stern of other vessels. Both of
these activities are an offence under the Transport Operations Marine
Safety ACT.
It is an offence to operate your PWC at a speed exceeding 6
knots when you are within 60 meters of a ship at anchor/moored/made
fast to the shore or aground, Jetties, wharfs, boat ramps, pontoons,
bathing reserves, persons in the water or the shore. The penalty for this
offence is by way of Marine Infringement Notice for $341.
All these incidents and penalties can be avoided if we ensure
we use common sense and drive both our PWC’s and Vessels in a safe
and courteous manner. It looks like it is going to be a great summer and
our focus here at the Gold Coast Water Police is to ensure it is a safe one
for all users of the Gold Coast Waterways both on and around the water.
Please take into consideration the other persons using the waterways and
ensure you operate your Vessels and PWC’s showing good seamanship
and respect to each other.

Southport’s seas are safer
with new Mercury FourStroke Verados
T

op speed and manoeuvrability - two vital requirements
when it comes to rescuing boats and boaties that have hit
trouble.

Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport, at the top of the Gold
Coast, now has more of both after fitting twin 300 hp Mercury Verado
outboards onto it largest vessel, a 9.5 metre Noosa Cat 3100.
 	
The FourStroke Verados replace a pair of 300hp two strokes
and the improvement has been stark.
“We’ve got higher top end speed. We’ve got much better
turning and reversing is just a different world,” said VMR Southport›s
President, Steve Pomas.
“The extra reversing proficiencies will definitely aid in our manoeuvrability, especially when negotiating tight areas with large boats”,
said Steve, who’s also a Senior Skipper.
Based on The Spit, overlooking the Southport Broadwater and
with the Gold Coast Seaway just around the corner, VMR Southport has
a history going back to 1968 when local volunteers first banded together
to assist boaties and fisherman cross the notoriously dangerous Southport
Bar.
Along with the Noosa Cat 3100, VMR Southport also operate
a Noosa Cat 2700 and a Noosa Cat 2400 walk-around powered by twin
150 Verados.
Dallas Hersey, Mercury’s Sales Manager for Government &
Commercial in Queensland, convinced Southport to repower with the
300 hp Verados.

“The feedback I have received has been very positive,” he
said. “They’ve got performance, lots of torque and good fuel economy
that matches the two strokes especially in the mid-range.”
With VMR Southport carrying out up to 200 on-water ‘activations’ every month - from towing home boats and scattering ashes to
putting out fires and responding to medical emergencies - their newly
repowered Noosa Cat is a better asset than ever before.
For all Government and Commercial enquires on our leading
range of FourStroke outboards please go to www.mercurymarine.com.au
Government and Commercial section, email david.meehan@mercmarine.com or phone 03 9767 6417.
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Operations Report 2013-2014
presented to the Annual General Meeting - September 2014
by OPERATIONS CONTROLLER - Glenn Norris

2013-2014

has been a phenomenally busy year for
VMR Southport. A hefty increase in requests for assistance, the construction process for a new rescue vessel,
the renewal of the VMR Southport Base land lease and
the investigation of replacing the radio aerial tower have
absorbed huge amounts of time and effort from our members. In saying that, it has been a very successful year.
Our Active members have achieved fantastic results in
training, no major incidents have occurred undertaking
our operations and most importantly, no members have
been injured in the course of duties. In addition, we met
our commitments with professionalism and have undertaken all that has been requested of the organisation.
Requests for assistance have increased close to 10% over the
past twelve months on VMR Southport’s already heavy workload. Near
perfect weather at times, the beautiful environment the Gold Coast’s waterways provide, a large increase of vessels on the water at all times and
the boating public’s trust in using VMR Southport have all contributed to
this.
To all the Active members of VMR Southport, your efforts are
to be commended.
The construction process of VMR Southport’s new rescue vessel, MARINE RESCUE 4, has not been without its challenges due to the
regulatory standards under the NSCV (National Standards for Commercial Vessels), which is relatively new and aims to centrally standardise
how commercial vessels are built. This new vessel will be state of the
art and will serve our Squadron very well. No doubt the next vessel we
build will be a whole lot easier from what has been learnt in this process.
The proposed Broadwater Master Plan, involving the re-development of Wavebreak Island and the consideration of a cruise ship terminal have also created issues for VMR Southport. Attempts to renew the
land lease have been met with uncertainty caused by the indecision and
unknown future of The Spit area, hence angst being caused amongst our
members. At time of writing, with thanks to the VMR Honorary Solicitors and a handful of members, an offer of a lease has been forthcoming
which should secure VMR for at least another five years.
Meetings with Government, Government representatives,
Councillors and other parties regarding the lease and radio aerial tower
replacement have absorbed large amounts of time and expense to VMR
Southport and its members.

Marine Rescue 2
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Marine Rescue 1
The problems associated in securing the land lease have affected plans to replace the ageing and rapidly deteriorating radio aerial
tower at our Base. This project commenced some 19 months ago and,
hopefully, with the progression of the lease, we can now move forward
again. The delay has seen material prices and additional expenses
require a re-budgeting of the project.
On the upside, VMR Southport’s partnership with the
Queensland Ambulance Service and the 1st Responder programme has
blossomed and over the period the Squadron’s four 1st Responders have
been tasked on several occasions, representing both QAS and VMR
Southport admirably.
General training amongst members is strong and good numbers consistently attend courses when conducted. A personal congratulation to all Crew members and Radio Operators who have deservedly
achieved higher rankings. Recruitment has continued to prove challenging, more so with Radio Operators than Crew. Unfortunately we have
struggled to achieve parity with the Radio Operator recruiting for no
other reason than the demand for volunteers from the numerous other
charities in the area.
Sadly, a few VMR Southport Active members have passed
away during the year, whilst others have fallen ill and these peoples’ efforts are certainly missed but never forgotten.
Overall it has been a fantastic year for VMR Southport in so
many ways and this Squadron will storm into the future in its current
form.
Sincere thanks to all who have contributed.

VESSEL

Engine
Capacity

Marine
Rescue 1
Marine
Rescue 2
Marine
Rescue 3

2 x 300 hp E-TEC
Evinrude 2stroke
2 x 250 hp E-TEC
Evinrude 2stroke
1 x 175 hp E-TEC
Evinrude 2 Stroke

Engine Fuel Used
Hours
Litres

Fuel
Average
(L/PH)

510

17 285

33.9

1 004

24 597

24.5

740

7 272

9.8

The three VMR Southport vessels have performed admirably
over the past twelve month period. At no point has assistance been
unavailable due to the mechanical breakdown of a VMR vessel. General
vessel maintenance is continually occurring. VMR Southport prides
itself with the presentation of its rescue vessels and it is very pleasing to
see them looking and operating in pristine condition.
If current trends continue, VMR Southport faces the reality of
consuming greater than 50 000 litres of fuel in the next calendar year.
It wasn’t so long ago that I remember collating statistics, amazed at the
fact that in excess of 40 000 litres was being used.

VMR Southport is working very hard to control vessel operating costs, however, with workloads increasing, the operating costs to
the organisation of vessels now exceeds $2 000 per week, every week,
so it is vitally important that Squadron fundraising, and re-imbursement
of rescue expenses to non-VMR members is continued and followed
through.
OPERATIONAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR
1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014

Month

Jobs

Training

Fuel
Purchased
(litre)

July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
TOTAL
Monthly Average

53
87
62
75
67
112
93
48
69
116
30
59
871
73

55
68
55
56
59
45
86
68
64
69
62
75
762
63

4 300
5 128
5 599
3 915
4 106
5 002
4 007
3 601
3 616
4 806
2 721
3 453
48 154
4 097

Calls for assistance have soared in the 2013/2014 year. Maritime Safety Queensland figures indicate that new vessel registration figures are rising rapidly in the Gold Coast region so one has to expect with
more vessels on the water, there will be more chance of vessels requiring
assistance. Most notable is the trend in increased midweek requests for
assistance. It is now not uncommon for a midweek crew to be called
in to do one job, expected to take 1-2 hours, resulting in the crew being
activated three or four times and spending the majority of the day on the
water.
Whilst engine failure is the most common reason boaties
request assistance from VMR Southport, this reporting period has seen
a larger proportion of assists being undertaken inside the Broadwater,
whereas those assists undertaken offshore have been to much wider and
further locations. A couple of activations of note have involved the tow
of dismasted yacht, in windy and very ordinary conditions, from 37 nautical miles north east of the Gold Coast Seaway, returning to the Seaway.
This activation resulted in nearly nine hours of engine time and a couple
of wet, cold and seedy Crew!
A 42 foot cruiser on a delivery mission from Papua New
Guinea to Sydney was also assisted by VMR Southport when it experienced engine difficulties 22 nautical miles east of Coolangatta, requiring
a return tow to Runaway Bay.
Jump starts for flat batteries, vessels out of fuel, jetskis being
swamped on the ocean side of Stradbroke Island and hired houseboats
running aground have all also contributed to activation figures.
Safe boating
Glenn Norris – OPERATIONS CONTROLLER

NOTABLE
Jobs
with Glenn Norris

A

n extremely distressed member made a frantic midnight

phone call to VMR Southport recently pleading for assistance to
find her dog which had apparently fallen overboard from her vessel in Couran Cove. Being such a well respected, generous member
and frequent utiliser of VMR services, Red Crew sprung into action,
unaware of what this situation really involved. On arrival at the scene,
where there were 4 vessels moored together, statements were taken and
a search warrant issued. Yes. You guessed it. After a short search, the
pooch was located, asleep, aboard another of the vessels, unaware of
all the drama and commotion his nap had caused. The VMR/RSPCA
investigation, however, is continuing. It is believed the constant banging of wine glasses together may have contributed to puppy jumping
ship for a quieter rest area!
			
man contacted VMR Southport recently requesting urgent
medical assistance after being stung by what was believed to be
a stonefish. Queensland Ambulance was contacted and the man, in
considerable pain, was transported to VMR Base where paramedics
instigated treatment and transported him to hospital. Witnesses to the
incident on Wavebreak Island reported sightings of these creatures are
not uncommon. No further information was available on the patient’s
condition.
			
ver the recent long weekend a crew was dispatched to assist
a mariner who claimed his outboard motor was overheating. On
arrival at the vessel’s location, the ever-so-vigilant VMR crew sorted
out the problem – much to the man’s disbelief. The outboard motor
flushing ears had inadvertently been left attached to the engine.
			
MR Southport was recently tasked to transport fire fighters to
a 54foot vessel near Crab Island, which reportedly had an engine
fire. On arrival at the scene, it was established that the skipper had
extinguished the fire, however the vessel was immobile. After a thorough inspection of the vessel by the fire officers, VMR was tasked by
the Gold Coast Water Police to tow the vessel to Runaway Bay, where
the vessel moored. The vessel was safely towed, however it remains
unclear as to the cause of the fire.
			
n a windy, uneventful Blue Crew recently the skipper decided to treat the crew to a voyage north into Southern Moreton
Bay, where most of the crew hadn’t ventured before. Using this as
a navigation exercise, the crew were made familiar with the myriad
of islands that form this area, along with the beauty of the “Slipping
Sands” area. In the vicinity of the “Eric Early” light, the crew were
waved down by a broken down vessel requiring a tow to, you guessed
it, Southport Yacht Club. A tow line was connected and the long tow
return trip made the exercise well worthwhile.

A

O
V

O
Marine Rescue 3
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Joined VMR:
Current position:
Previous positions:
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My burning desire within the organisation
Active
is to:        

       
   

Do you want to
Become a volunteer
Learn new skills
Meet new friends
Provide a community service

?

Vacancies exist for Marine Radio Operators to
help maintain communications with the boating
public and rescue boat crews on call.

Reason for joining:      
       
and
      
    
      
         
       

Memorable occasion at VMR:   
 
    
     

For more details call VMR Base anytime

55 911 300

and talk to the Radio Operator on duty.
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VALE : TOM LITTLE

compiled by Diana Gibson

F

or over half of its lifetime, VMR Southport had the good for-

tune to be one of Tom Little’s volunteering projects. As his Radio
Operator time began to wain, Tom sought new horizons and enthusiastically took on fundraising. The Grand Hotel, in its vibrant resurrection, became his target and in no time each Crew in turn and later other
co-opted Active Members, were spending rostered Wednesday evenings
marketing meat raffles and enjoying tales tall and true of Tom’s life.
And, what a life! As a boy he carried Lorraine’s school books,
and their 60th wedding anniversary was acknowledged by an invitation to
Rome for a papal blessing.

Tom Little as we remember him
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Faith and family were special to Tom, the
much loved and admired father of two daughters,
spontaneous and adored grandfather of six and
child-spoiling great grandpa to Myah and Indy.
Animals were and are an intrinsic part of this family
with numerous strays of all sorts being cared for and loved by all.
His career as builder, real estate and property developer,
publican, motel owner and club manager took Tom and Lorraine from
their home town of Melbourne to locations in Queensland, Northern
Territory, South Australia, Papua and New Guinea and many years in
Hong Kong. His community minded spirit found ways to serve Rotary
International, Lions Club, Masonic Lodge and also his local Catholic
Church as a Church Elder. Tom was always seeking ways to help others
and to endeavour to make a difference no matter where he lived or what
the circumstances. Even in his final days he was a willing, cooperative
and friendly patient for trainee medical staff, no matter how he felt.
Notwithstanding his weekly raffles at The Grand Hotel, Tom’s
vision saw bigger and better returns for VMR Southport and a State of
Origin Raffle was an extra annual boost. Times and drinking numbers
changed and this became The Australia Day or Summer Raffle which is in
progress until after Australia Day. Now,
especially when we see the big blue barrel being wheeled out for a raffle draw,
Tom Little is remember with a smile and
a heartfelt” thank you”. His planning,
preparation, punctuality, presence and
perseverance raised nearly $250,000
toward the safety of all who use the waterways of the Gold Coast. A wonderful
legacy for his dedication, loyalty and
enthusiasm for VMR Southport.
The big blue barrel

Southport Yacht Club inc
Yachting with the Community since 1946

S

ummer has a lot to offer at Southport Yacht Club! Bursting
with events, on water and off, we hope to see you in the Club over
the festive season.
Our Annual “Carols on the Broadwater” is a fun, family
friendly event for the whole community! Members, guests and visitors
are all welcome on Saturday 20th December from 4pm to 7.30pm. There
will be entertainment and Santa arrives approximately 5.30! The Waterfront Restaurant is open from 4.30pm, so call reception to book early as
this event books out quickly every year, 5591 3500.
New Year’s Eve at the Club sees entertainment provided by
“International Credence Clearwater Revival Show” in the Waterfront
Restaurant downstairs and ‘Gemini” in the Compass Room upstairs. Enjoy a fresh Seafood Buffett and all the fun of ringing in the New Year at
Southport Yacht Club. Members $89, Non Members $99 bookings now
open 5591 3500 or email enquiries@southportyachtclub.com.au
On water the kids can now enjoy Fun Sail at Main Beach! For
just $20, kids can get to experience a fun sail and get a taste for sailing
at SYC. From 9am to 10.30am every Saturday and Sunday, adults can
enjoy breakfast in the Waterfront Restaurant overlooking the sailing
area, to keep a close eye on what the kids are doing and get some great
photos as well (hopefully a wild dolphin will pop in to say hello for
a photo too). Bookings can be made directly from our website www.
southportyachtclub.com.au  and click on the Sailing tab, should you need
further information please don’t hesitate to contact our Sailing Office 55
377 030 or sailing.academy@southportyachtclub.com.au
As many of you may have noticed, there is a considerable
amount of work currently happening in our car park. This is the long
awaited refurbishment that the Club so desperately required, with more
parking and aesthetic landscaping will create a welcoming entrance. On
track to finish prior to Christmas we trust you will all come down see the
new look for Southport Yacht Club!

with

Erin McMaster
Administration Manager
Southport Yacht Club

Above Helen James, Gold Medalist Mat Belcher,
Solo Sailor Jessica Watson,
SYC Junior Commodore Dahna Clements and
Joel Turner from Turner Brake 49er Sailing Team

t
s
a
p
l
i
a
S
C
Y
S
the Fleet
f

and Blessing o

Kids now enjoy Fun Sail at Main Beach
MR2 joins the fleet

rner,
and Cyndy Tu
g
re
:G
R
to
L
edag and
lenys Pasch
G
d
an
e
rg
Geo
MacDonald
Dave and Pru
Photos: Glenys Pashendag

Vsheet - December 2014

15






 




  
President,
   Vice
 President,
  
  
      
  




 than)
nfo :
  1 son (Na










 nal I
 e) and
Perso
Pat ter (Justin  


h



g


se:		  
1 dau s  cing
 


t
a
:  

e


e
Spou
R

P

No
ren 
   p all my tim
 otor
Child s:		    Hobbies, Mting
u
s
ke
al 
:
g,Boats: VMR ta
Anim s/Interests Fishin
s

e
e
i
r
b
e
t
b
In
Ho
Other
		
		

        
and
   
  
      

            
Memorable occasions at VMR: There have been just too many interesting and memorable things happen. Some of the

           
best
things
are watching
some of the crew
members 
I have
been involved
with develop
into
highly skilled
skippers and


 


 

crew, able to carry on the high standard of VMR Southport now and in the years to come.


 
 
  rescue
 
which
My burning desire within the organization
is to: See our squadron
become a standalone
organization,
              
can
educate the publicin 
boating safety,
first aid, radio licenses,
provide
 courses
  to


 bar crossing etc, as well as continuing
with our charter of preservation of life and property at sea.

 Southport



 

   
VMR
has not
only
been 
a very rewarding
experience,
it has taught
me a lot about the marine environment



a privilege

 


I also
have made some
lifelong 
friends. It
has been
to be involved and an honour
to wear
the uniform.

SOME STATS

ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:
Senior Crew

Jules Smibert
Crew

Annabel Hilton
Radio Operators

Joe Piers
John Purchase
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JULY
2014

AUGUST
2014

SEPTEMBER
2014

Towed Vessels

30

26

22

Jump Starts

3

5

Pump Outs

1

3

1

2

2

ACTIVATIONS

VMR Southport’s Charter
To save and assist in saving life
and property at sea.
To provide personnel and equipment in order to carry out search
and rescue operations at sea and
on the Gold Coast waterways.
To liaise and work with other
marine rescue groups.
To undertake campaigns to
educate members of the boating
public in matters of marine safety.

Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Transporting
Fire
Standby

2

2

Medical

2

1

Searches

1
1

Dispersal of Ashes

3

3

4

Public Relations

6

5

6

Crew Training

61

68

51

Groundings

4

6

6

Other

2

9

TOTALS

114

130

94

Derelict vessels removed
from Gold Coast waterways
It’s also timely to remind boat owners
that it’s illegal to abandon your vessels

with Ken Gibbs

S

Concrete yach
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rizon Shores

ix abandoned boats have been targeted in an ongoing cam-

paign to clean up Gold Coast waterways.
The last known registered owners of the boats failed to
respond to required deadlines so the boats have been removed under a
joint initiative between the Department of National Parks, Recreation,
Sport and Racing and the Gold Coast Waterways Authority.
The vessels did not pose any navigational risk but had been
an unsightly presence in Gold Coast waters for more than a year.
GCWA Chief Executive Officer Hal Morris said the authority had identified funding of $70,000 in the current financial year and a
further $70,000 next year for the ongoing project.
“These eyesores have been cluttering up the waterways for
long enough. Apart from the visual eyesore these vessels can be a
safety risk and needed to go,” he said. The vessels have been removed
from Steiglitz in the north to Browns Inlet/ Thompson’s Lagoon in the
south.
“It’s also timely to remind boat owners that it’s illegal to
abandon your vessels and ultimately you are responsible for any clean
up action and all the associated costs.”
“We’re delighted to accept in-kind support from NPRSR to
manage the initiative,” Mr Morris said. “It has also been beneficial to
the local economy with a local contractor carrying out the works after
winning the contract” he added.
“We’re aware of a further six sunken boats within Gold
Coast waters and we’ll be working our way methodically over the next
year to get them removed,” he said.

Pictures courtesy of
Gold Coast Waterways Authority.
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Emergency
Services Cadets
in training
during VMR visit
with Glenn Norris

O

n Tuesday 30 September VMR Southport played host

to 18 of Queensland’s top ranked Emergency Services Cadets, as
part of a program run by the Police Citizens Youth Clubs ( PCYC ).
Both male and female Cadets, ranging in age from 12 – 17
years of age participate in the program, with the purpose being to show
them all facets of the roles that Emergency Service personnel perform
in the community, in the hope that one day these Cadets will be given
real life opportunities to gain employment with the various Emergency
Service Departments.
Whilst visiting VMR Southport, VMRAQ State Training
Manager Robert Brock versed these Cadets in survival at sea techniques, the use of fire extinguishers, flare demonstrations and life raft
activities.

Emergency
Services Cadets
enjoy a VMR
experience

Under the watchful eye of PCYC Emergency Services Cadets Qld Manager, Jennie Schoof, a VMR Southport crew member, the
Cadets showed plenty of enthusiasm and were very keen to participate
in all the activities in order to broaden their knowledge.
As part of the week long camp the Cadets were participating
in, they also visited the Qld Police Academy in Brisbane to learn about
policing roles, performed mock rescues in floodwater scenarios and
worked with Firefighters in missing person’s exercises.
The Cadets had a fantastic time at VMR and there is plenty
of potential for these people to become future heroes in our Emergency
Service Departments.
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Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Preparing
H

ere at Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport, we are called

out for many different reasons. But most can be avoided through
simple checks before leaving the dock. The majority of call-outs
attended are for routine problems like jump starts, fuel problems and
fouled anchor winches etc etc.
There are some really simple checks that you yourself can
perform to ensure your day out on the water is as event free and relaxing
as boating is to be intended.
My name is Jake and I am an Offshore Skipper of Volunteer
Marine Rescue Southport and a fully qualified Marine Electrician, and I
would like to share my top ten tips for safe and pleasurable boating.
Before you take your next trip out for some R&R let’s take a
quick look at some things onboard.
1 – State of your Battery system – Has your boat been left
sitting for an extended period of time without a charging system on
board; either a trickle charge system or a Smart battery (three stage)
charger. Batteries have a life span and without proper maintenance can
internally disintegrate. The funny thing is you won’t know immediately
as once they have sat for a while without charge they can give a few
good starts of the engine/s then once you’re out on the water and it’s
time to go home, they give up and fail, leaving you stranded and in
need of assistance. Good news is they are easily tested. Check the water
levels (if lead acid), give them a good charge on a charger overnight,
leave for 24 hours and then check the volts. If they have been left not on
charge for 24 hours and read below 12.5 VDC than you have a problem.
Alternatively have a Qualified Marine Electrician perform a Cold
Cranking Amps test. This will give you an immediate definitive answer
on the life of the batteries in your boat.
2 – Bilge Pumps – Bilge pumps are a necessity in the event
something goes wrong below the waterline. But they cop a hiding and
can sometimes be sitting in contaminated oily bilge water for periods
of time. The wiring and connections are left in the “wet area” salty
environment all the time and things do corrode. Check both Manual and
Automatic operation by simply hitting the manual override switch, and
getting down in the bilge and lifting the float switch up to see if it runs.
Bilge pumps have usually a rubber impeller that creates the pumping
action and I have come across many pumps that look and sound like
they’re running but, when it comes to actually pumping water in an
emergency situation don’t actually work. With this in mind, it is a
good idea to throw a bucket of water in the bilge and observe the pump
actually working when operating for peace of mind. This is also good to
familiarize yourself on how to activate these pumps in times of need.
3 – Navigation Lights – a legal requirement and just a good
idea to be seen at night. Even when you don’t intend to be out at night
you can get carried away with your good time out on the water and find
yourself coming home in the dark with a light out. These are crucial
in safe night time navigation for yourself and the other users on the
waterways.
Turn your navigation lights on and inspect them all to make sure they
are operating. Give the lights a light knock to see if the terminals have
corroded and that the light when disturbed stops working. Always a good
tip to have a couple of spare bulbs just in case.
4 – Water Leaks – Boats left out in the sun or dry docked for long
periods of time deteriorate. Fittings on boats required to be watertight,
usually use products like silicone or sikaflex to seal them when installed.
Also many hoses, fittings etc use o-rings to maintain watertight integrity.
These products deteriorate over time when left in the sun and the heat
and loose their water tight integrity. Likewise o-rings that are not
lubricated by use overtime also dry out and cause problems for boat
owners.
With all boats it’s best to run a hose over all your hatches and deck
fittings etc to check they are not leaking and letting water into the boat;
that drain holes, scuppers and drainage systems aren’t blocked and
causing water to get into the boat.
Boats kept out of the water run the risk of transom fittings, bungs etc
developing leaks so when you put them in, make a habit of giving the

your boat
for the summer season…
boats the once over to see whether or not water is leaking in before you
head off from the ramp, and also periodic hourly checks in the bilges to
make sure there are not any slow leaks is advisable.
5 – Anchor winches – anchor winches live in a very harsh environment
and are susceptible to corrosion problems.
Anchor winches, anchor’s and rode (rope or chain) are vital pieces of
safety equipment. When things go pear shaped at least you can simply
put the anchor down and take a minute to access the situation and also
stop the boat from getting into dangerous situations like an engine failure
in the seaway.
First of all check operation of winches if you have one, and secondly the
state of the anchor itself and rode. Check that the anchor rode is secured
to the boat so you do not run the risk of losing the anchor and rode when
they are deployed. Check connections between the anchor and rode for
deterioration, corrosion and loose fittings.
6 – Safety Equipment – Legislated requirements and the most important
thing to carry and maintain on your boat.
If you are not sure of the requirements you need to adhere to please see
the below website from MSQ to make sure you comply. Beware, the
Police are cracking down and issuing infringement notices to masters
and owners who do not follow the rules.
This check includes making sure you have all of the required equipment
onboard for the size and use of the vessel and in-date.
This includes number and type of lifejackets stored on board and where
onboard they are stored; flares are the right number, type and in-date;
V Sheets, Mirrors and signalling devices are onboard and in working
order. Your EPIRB is the right type (406Mhz), in-date, registered and
functioning. (all EPIRB’s have a battery self test function built in with
instructions on how to use this function clearly labelled on the EPIRB).
7 – Bad Fuel – The most crucial part of any engine.
90% of fuel systems on boats have a filter system which can include
water separators. Before starting another boating season its good practice
to have your boat serviced and filters changed, but if you’re the doit-yourself type of person there’s a couple of things you can check. If
you have a water separator it will have a tap on the bottom that can be
opened to drain the contents and contaminates if any. Using an ice cream
container, jar or container, place the container under the tap and open it.
Let it drain until you see only fuel coming out. The container is to catch
the fluid so that it does not go into the boat or into the water, the most
important use for it but also this allows you to inspect what comes out
for contaminants or water. If you’re not happy with what comes out,
don’t use the boat and contact a mechanic to rectify the problem.
Unleaded fuel left for a time period will go stale and cause problems for
the engine. If you have stale fuel it will be pretty easy to detect as the
engine will either run quite rough or not at all. Contact a mechanic to
flush the system and get a clean fuel supply on board your boat. Do not
attempt to drain and flush an internal fuel tank yourself as this may lead
to fuel spills or damage to your fuel system not to mention fire hazards.
8 – Engine room venting

with Jacob Rudge
Engine rooms left stagnant can develop a build-up of fumes over time
with a worst case scenario of explosions. Over charged batteries produce
hydrogen gas, fuel systems can vent and build up explosive gasses in
your engine bay and even toilet holding tanks can build-up methane
deposits. The key is, if a boat has been left sitting for a period, open the
engine hatches/ doors and vent it, even take a quick sniff to ensure that
there is no dangerous gasses that have built up over time.
9 – Communications – vital equipment when needed in an emergency
situation, to communicate and relay messages to get to you quickly when
you need assistance.
Most boats these days have either a 27meg or VHF radio on board. It’s
a really good idea to check their operation before leaving the ramp/dock
and heading out into the deep blue. Seaway Tower provides free radio
check on VHF 73, 27meg 91. Just give them a call on your radio asking
for a radio check and they will respond with ‘loud and clear’ or perhaps
give you a figure back like 4 by 4. This is on a scale of 1-5, 1 being poor
and 5 being best. The two figures given are (signal strength x clarity). If
you do not have comms (remembering to check whether your antenna is
up first) contact a marine electrician to come and test your installation
10 – Electronics
Whether you have a simple depth sounder or a full system with
chart plotter and radar, turn them on and make sure they work before
you leave. These devices speak for themselves but are vital to safe
navigation of our waterways. Also have a quick flick through the menus
to familiarize yourself with how to use them if it’s been a while. Your
current depth and lat and long can save a lot of time when people are
trying to locate you, not to mention handy when navigating the shallow
areas of the Broadwater.
If you follow these simple tips you are sure to have an excellent trouble
free time on the water, and peace of mind that you have prepared to
ensure a safe trip out on the water.
SeaPro Technologies is a leading provider of marine electrical,
electronics and many other marine services on the Gold Coast. They
provide reports for customers on things like Electronics health and
calibration checks, Electrical safety inspections, corrosion testing and
many more services.
SeaPro Technologies provide a pre-season test and report including all
of the items discussed on the above list and more for $389.00 Inc GST.
SeaPro Technologies is running a November VMR Special, mention this
article they will come to your vessel and provide a full test & report of
the above 10 items and more for only $189.00 inc GST. Contact SeaPro
technologies and mention this article, byjake@seaprotech.com.au or
0400 856 067 for your peace of mind today!

Fund Raiser
Science Exhibition 2014
with Sandy Willis
Time for a break with our Pauline caught eating fairy floss dressed in a Volunteer Marine
Rescue jacket. The day was wet, cold and windy...but we were there taking donations anyway.
Folk were invited to take a ride on a ferry around the Broadwater. A gold coin donation thankfully accepted by VMR. Rob Sinclair’s fund raising volunteers Pauline ALLINGHAM, Sandy
WILLIS & John Lang rattled the donation tin. we hope the weather will be kinder next year.
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Marine Safety begins with you

