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Vsheet

As we step into winter I am still amazed that we have continued to be extremely busy over the last 
three months, especially during the week and, therefore, my heartfelt thanks go to those who constantly 
answer the page for call outs. Without these ladies and gentlemen we would be sorely stretched in 
assisting you, our members, and those who have not yet joined as an Associate and possibly protecting 
themselves from lengthy delays in obtaining help for their plight.

During the last few months Optus has completed connecting the Base to a fast and reliable internet 

technology. Optus, through their various connections, have donated this in full as it was a cost that, 

days ferrying the public from their moored vessels in the river to and from the boat show. Along with the 
MARINE RESCUE 1

continues to be one of our major sources of fundraising for the year and at the time of this report it was 
believed to be very successful.  Again, thanks to the willing spirit of all volunteers and, of course, to the 

the winter months are here it is perhaps timely for a message regarding safety on the water.  Please make 
sure you have all your safety gear and, more, ensure your vessel is mechanically sound.  Be aware of your 
surroundings as it gets darker and colder earlier,
making sure you can be seen and to those in 
bigger vessels, be courteous when passing 
smaller vessels as your wash can capsize.

is also our AGM and the nominations for the 

I believe, been a good year for the incumbent 
committee, who have worked well as a team and 
taken the hard decisions to ensure we remain 

I am hoping most of them stay on to continue the 
good work.



Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

Recruit
Andrew McPhee

Enya Chong
John Kaus

Crew
Fiona Roberts

Inshore Skipper
Andrew Milne

Martin Lott

ACTIVATIONS FEBRUARY 
2017

MARCH      
2017

APRIL
2017

Towed Vessels 43 36 50

Jump Starts 4 6 9

Pump Outs 1 3

Transporting 4 3

Fire 2 1

Standby 3 2

Medical 1 2 11

Searches 4 1 2

Dispersals 1

Public Relations 4 2 12

Crew Training 56 56 84

Groundings 4 4 10

Other 12 8

TOTALS 138 116 187

SOME STATS

Over 60 highly skilled marine businesses in one convenient location.

Whether you’ve got a tinnie or a superyacht, we'll get you back on

the water sooner and keep you out there enjoying yourself longer.

discover more at gccm.com.au  

5502 5888

QUOTE FOR YOURNEED A BOAT?
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L - R - James McManus - (Chief Inspector – Manager Clinical Education - QAS Gold Coast LASN), Glenn Norris, Martin 
Hood, Matt Fitzpatrick, Martin Walsh, Jayde Morris, John Hammond - (Assistant Commissioner, General Manager - QAS 

Gold Coast LASN), Annie Erichsen, Murray Excell - (A/Superintendent – Executive Manager Operations -  Gold Coast LASN), 
Luke Bamford - ( ).

On Tuesday 9 May 2017, VMR Southport and the 
Queensland Ambulance Service had great pleasure 

Jayde Morris and Matt Fitzpatrick have spent the last 18 months 
completing training modules, attending practical training days 

marine medical activations, transporting injured and ill patients, 

Ambulance backup is being organized. 

is happening at a scene, the number of patients that need medical 
treatment, their injury conditions, and furthermore are permitted to 
administer pain relief and conduct vital sign assessments on patients. 

provided to an injured or ill patient.

techniques, Advanced First Aid, fracture splinting, and spinal injury 
immobilization. 

In a business such as First Aid, treatments of injuries often 
change, new injury diagnosis techniques always evolve, and people 
tend to do more extreme injuries to themselves, therefore continual 

and centre.

by Glenn Norris

A NEW BATCH OF RECRUITS
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by Glenn Norris

The Queensland Ambulance Service

surfer who had reportedly fractured his leg on the north side of the 

just on sunset, necessitating a further call to the ranger on the island to 

the inside of the island to the outside beach. On arrival, a 33 year old 
male was located with a severely broken leg and in excruciating pain. 
Pain relief was administered and splinting of the leg was immediately 

the Rescue 500 helicopter from Brisbane arrived on scene, landing on 

patient was then placed on a scoop stretcher and loaded aboard the 

the rock wall where a very careful lift was undertaken by approximately 

in the surf break and immediately went to his aid, fearing that he may be 
drowning, when he advised of his real predicament. Whilst being loaded 

across the leg, resulting in the fracture. A very sore and sorry, but lucky 
surfer.

T
vessels to pumping out sinking vessels, and assisting with relocating 
debris that was creating navigational hazards. Although no injuries were 
recorded and the activations went smoothly, the most dramatic incident 

In a separate incident

damage. 

The most interesting call for assistance came from a vessel owner 

of its pylons, due to the high water level. Attached to the pontoon was a 

side of the pontoon jammed on its pylon, resulting in the other side of 
the pontoon dropping on a very obscure angle. Being too dangerous to 
assist, the owner was advised to contact his insurance company for their 

T  was very busy for the rostered crews. 

towing broken down and out of fuel vessels, to assisting grounded 

the weekend, the Marina was frantically busy and a request had to be 
made to cease all vessels from entering and leaving for a short time so 

A

Ambulances had been called. After further treatment all patients were 

unpleasant at the time.

Later the same evening

responded and assisted in searching a wide area of the Broadwater, 

the given location, however, there was no sign of the jetski on their 
arrival.

The RSPCA called VMR

Animal Paramedics were transported to the island early morning as this 
was when the wallaby was reported to appear, as it generally foraged 

of hours of searching there was no sign, so the mission was deemed 

A man contacted VMR in distress recently to report that he was 

tide had dropped, the jetski was stuck in the mud and he was dehydrated 

with a bottle of water and some bandages, and assisted in bringing him 

however was done so later that evening. In his gratitude, he not only 
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regular superyacht destination… until now.

Samara

for designing Brindabella
Wild Oats X1 came along and 

top deck.
Samara

Islands.
Relentless, Built in 

is designated by the builder as an expedition yacht and comes with 
accommodation for nine guests in four cabins with a crew of six. 

Relentless
per week in the summer months– a little cheaper in winter.

Over from Fremantle was Robert Bruce

now well established and becoming overcrowded as superyacht 

in the world. 

Gold Coast - A superyacht hub
by Kevan Wolfe

evolving potential of the superyacht industry in Australia.”

private and commercial chartering of superyachts, but also positioning 

and welcome more vessels to this part of the world.”

enormous economic potential within Australia.

cent of the global superyacht market. 

scope for the future of this event is absolutely massive for Australia.

Australian superyacht hotspot.”
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more memorable moments of his 17 years serving with Volunteer Marine 

One rescue has always stayed with him.  An elderly couple, he was 

bigger craft to put out some crab pots. When it came time to check the 
pots they boarded the tender, which was tied alongside the houseboat. 
Just as the lady was stepping into the tender a cruiser came past at speed 
and the wash rocked the tender badly, pitching both of them into the 
water. 

hospital for observation.

been with them in the tender the young children would have been 

to have been wearing lifejackets in the tender then the result may have 

John Lang…
...a VMR stalwart

Melbourne where he had relatives. 

tools to be shipped over before he arrived. 

today.” 

8am the next morning.”

After settling down he became involved in a local youth group 

various local competitions and took home their fair share of trophies.

fore and he set up his own building company along with a building 
equipment company that manufactured speciality tools for the industry. 
It is still operating in Melbourne today.

was also a given that he became involved in the managerial side of the 
volunteer organisation.

corporate sponsorship and advertisers. As part of the program he became 

which now consist of three bedrooms, each sleeping four members, a 
modern kitchen and a spacious dining room.

members without whom he would not have received the honour.

downloading and maintenance of the four video cameras, supplied by 

by Kevan Wolfe

John Lang
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Luck Is Not Enough On Coastal Bars
by  Patrick Quirk
      General Manager
      (Maritime Safety Queensland)

Bar crossings!

optimistically towards a surging ocean at the mouth of a river or creek, 

you feel lucky?”

about how many skippers of vessels seem determined to take on one of 

on luck.

gambling with their boats, their own safety and that of their passengers.

But luck should not come into the equation when it comes to bar 
crossings.  Doing so successfully, or not doing so at all if that is the 
wisest course of action, comes down to preparation.  

when it comes to bar crossings.
Proper planning for bar crossings includes the following four 

winds and tidal information, and seek local knowledge before you 

 
and your own skills. Is your boat up to the task?  Are your skills 

you risk your own safety or that of your mates?

. Do you know what to do in the            

passengers prior to each time you cross the bar.

no use to you if it is stowed away when your boat capsizes, or if it 

is unlikely in foaming surf and big waves, it will be virtually 

appreciate these fundamentals given the number of times they risk their 
own safety on coastal bars to rescue those in peril because of their failure 

play.

reinforcing or proactively communicating them to boaties will be valued 
just as highly.

“Do you feel lucky”?
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Are you whale watching this season? 
It is important to know the rules for watching marine 

of the animals, but also to ensure that people are safe and 

CAUTION ZONE: 
surrounding a whale or dolphin in which boats cannot travel 

 
NO APPROACH ZONE: Within a caution zone there are 

 
3-BOAT RULE: A boat cannot enter a caution zone if 
three boats are already present within the caution zone of an 
animal. 
To protect the marine mammals:

cause it to change direction.

mammals causing it to divide into smaller groups.

Do not deposit rubbish near, make a loud or sudden 
noise near, or attempt to touch or feed a marine 
mammal, unless it is part of an authorised dolphin 
feeding program.

Seaway Tower
Gold Coast 

VMR 414

Radio working channels:
VHF 73 and 27.91 mg

5591 2948

log on
ON DEPARTURE

ON RETURN

by courtesy of



The Sanctuary Cove 
   International Boat Show 
           2017

 

huge crowds and extremely hard work contributed by the mem

Marine Rescue 1 assumed its 

the giveaways in the promotional show bags available.

were operating transporting visitors to and from the Boatshow 
and to and from their private craft which were anchored in the 

service, and at the end of the day the donation tins were quite 
heavy with both notes and coins.

Members worked non stop to achieve this result, and many 
comments were made by members of the public, as well as other 
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Active Results 
Australia Wide

When considering selling you 
boat you should ask your broker:

We Do!

We Do!

We Are!

We Do!

If your boat is
just sitting there ...

... it’s costing you $$$!
Why not get us to move it!

MARINE AUCTIONS  
& VALUATIONS
Adrian Seiffert
Ph 0418 783 358
adrian@marineauctions.com.au

MARINE AUCTIONS – ACTIVE RESULTS – AUSTRALIA WIDE

WHY AUCTION?
It gives you

more options

THE ALTERNATIVE WAY OF SELLING 
ANY TYPE OF VESSEL WITH 

PROVEN AND SUCCESSFUL RESULTS

It has been proven time and time again that the auction 
process is one of the most effective methods of marketing 
any type of asset, including all types of vessels.

At Marine Auctions we do not wait for buyers to come to 
us, we aggressively go to them. That's why we have sold 
so many boats, with some well in excess of our clients' 
expectations.

Our excellent track record, professional marketing 
campaigns, and more importantly the results we achieve 
continue to impress. Our extensive data base, and the 
distribution of our coloured brochures, are the envy of 
many in the industry. If you are not auctioning your boat 
with Marine Auctions you could be missing out on the 
highest bid.



outboard motor overboard, or had some other 

vessels and generally the question asked by the unlucky 
boatie is, how do I salvage my outboard motor?

Like most metallic objects that end up in salt water, 
outboard motors will corrode extremely quickly if not 

exposed to the metal parts, corrosion will start occurring. 
Given that the majority of outboard motors in 

to these.
First and foremost you must disconnect the battery, or 

though, only do this if it is safe to do so.
Almost immediately, as soon as the motor is removed from the salt 

water, the cowling should be removed and the engine doused in fresh 
water. Do not worry about saturating all the engine parts, alternators, 

all the salt. If you are mechanically minded you can remove the starter 
motor and alternator to ensure they have been hosed free of salt as well. 

sun, or exposed to a fan, if available, is ideal. 

possible, turning the engine upside down, or on its side to allow the 

messy, so ensure you have an adequate sized bucket or bin to allow all of 
these liquids to empty into.

engine, allowing it to saturate every conceivable part of the engine 

Once the diesel spills from the lowest spark plug hole, replace the 
spark plug, and continue upwards until diesel pours from each spark 
plug hole, reaching the top spark plug hole, replacing the spark plugs as 
you go.

At this point you should manually crank the engine to allow the 
diesel to distribute through the cylinders, pulling the spark plugs out 

plugs removed.
In the interim you should also be ensuring that all of your fuel lines 

your engine is electric start, hook it up to a battery and crank it quickly 
a few times to discharge any diesel still left in the cylinders. Pulling the 
starter cord on a non electric starting motor will also complete this.

cooling ears hook up a water supply, and all going well the engine 

Once happy with this, use a reputable brand corrosion agent to spray 
all over the motor, covering any 
exposed part.

yourself the cost of replacing your 

the water.
It is also advisable to change 

hours of use.

SOME POINTS TO 
REMEMBER

a submerged outboard motor under 
water until a professional can attend 
to it.

If you must remove your 
outboard motor from the water, and 
there is a time delay in getting to a 
boat mechanic do your best to try 
and keep it submerged in a tub of 
water away from air.

If at all unsure, always consult a 
professional.

    HONEY, I SUNK THE OUTBOARD
by Glenn Norris
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their own members, whilst sharing local knowledge, experience and 
requiring assistance when a bit further away from home, it maybe that 

currently operating three vessels.   Jacobs Well Active Members are 
JACOBS WELL 2, 

which is currently under construction and kit out.

radio coverage, calling out boat crews as required during the week and 

if required.

Maritime Safety QueenslandMaritime Safety Queee

TELL US ABOUT IT!
Skippers must report all incidents on the water. 
Report it – you might save someone else’s life!

0
16

26

Where can I get more information?
www.msq.qld.gov.au

Volunteer Marine Rescue Squadrons 
cover the State of Queensland
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After attending three theory sessions, the members are assessed on 

by the members.

unswimmable because of the mud colour and the amount of rubbish in 

raft from deep water, assist other people in the water into the 
raft, right an upturned raft and tread water as a group for up to 

very important, so a team discussion on how this takes place is 
also very important.

thinking. Fire extinguishers are made to not work correctly, so thinking 
‘outside of the square‘ has to occur. Injuries are faked in the life raft, so 

preparedness is the key. Obviously these situations are all controlled so 

a team, they enjoyed each others company, and most of all they are now 

vessel when at sea.

achieved competency.

r
r

v
a

by Glenn Norris

LOST AT SEA 
AT SOUTHPORT
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HORIZON SHORES MARINA & SHIPYARD
Cabbage Tree Point Road  
Woongoolba QLD 4207 
Ph: (07) 5546 2300  Fax: (07) 5546 1353 
admin@horizonshores.com.au   
www.horizonshores.com.au

LEASING SPACE/SHIP YARD

Horizon Shores Marina has a number of commercial shed                 

opportunities ranging from 95 m² to 560 m². The full service shipyard 

has over 20 tenants onside to ensure all your needs been covered

        High clearance, clear span shades

        Office space

        Flexible Tenancy plans to suit a variety of users

        Travelift haulout 70t & 80ft long

        Secure Ship Yard facility, swipe card access

        Forklifts up to 10t 

        Work arm 

        3 phase power

        External hardstand 

        ESFR sprinklers

DRYSTACK/TRAILER STORAGE

350 long or short term hardstand spaces and storage racks are 

available for all manner of vessels and vehicles including jet-ski’s, 

trailers, motor homes and larger boats up to 80ft 70t. We offering 

very competitive pricing to try to fit it into you budget. We include 

        1 hour pre arrival launch service

        Courtesy berth

        Motor flush service

        External was down service

        24/7 secure storage

        Work cradles for you to clean or tinker away

THE ANCHORAGE CAFE

The Anchorage Café is the heart of the idyllic Horizon Shores Marina 

in a garden like setting under the elegant fig tree you have been 

looked after well with easy to like deli-style food and artisan coffee.

        Open 7 days a week 

        Breakfast, brunch

        Friday night open

        Private events and family get-togetherness

        Wedding packages

        Monthly changing specials

        Kids play corner, fish feeding

        Fully licensed 

        Car & boat fuel
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have never thought about keeping one on the boat.

and abrasions or other minor injuries that can spoil an otherwise fun day 
out.

and components depend on the size of the boat or the number of people 
on board. And where the boat is being operated.  

But for the average family there is nothing to stop mum or dad 
putting together a perfectly adequate kit from the various components 
available from the local chemist.

We have put together a basic kit,which can be made up at home and 
kept on the boat.

aid kit with a marker pen or dynatape.
We have put together a list of suggested components for inclusion in 

Burn cream.
Insect repellent.

Antiseptic wipes
One or two crepe bandages.

by Kevan Wolfe

Every way. Every day. Our Gold Coast waterways.

Sustain. Enhance. Promote.

 |  www.gcwa.qld.gov.auCONNECT
WITH US:

Australia’s most biologically diverse city, home to  
more than  1300 animal and  1700 plant species

260km of 
navigable 
waterways

113,000 hectares of internationally-
significant, listed wetland area

5 rivers774 hectares of lakes and dams

Australia’s largest marine precinct generating economic 
outputs worth $407 million with a flow-on to the Qld 
economy of $4446 million & 5178 jobs for Queenslanders

20
12

12 million  
visitors each year

600,000+ residents, forecast 
to double to 1 million by 2050

28,000 recreational 
boats with registrations 
forecast to reach 
33,000 by 2020

40%  in jetski registrations 
over the past 4 years 

700 commercially registered vessels

A gauze bandage.

treat shock.

A pair of scissors.

of basic items, available at the family chemist,that can be included in a 

it before going out on the water and keep it in a locker on the boat for 

comes when you do need to treat a minor injury you will be prepared.



in handling boats from the day he joined and over time was regularly 

whilst also skippering these vessels a lot of the time himself, due to 

as if it were in millpond conditions, allowing a towrope to be attached 
to the yacht, so it could be safely towed into calm waters.

there with his crew to avert, potentially, a very expensive situation. A 
towrope was attached, and the vessel was towed to safety back to its 
moorings.

and his intimate knowledge of the deep and shallow parts of the 

skippered a rescue vessel through extremely shallow water to allow 

paramedics the best possible chance of a successful outcome.

time allows.

National Medal 
awarded to Steve Pomas
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

SUPERIOR MARINE DETAILING

Adrian Twining

0404 491 747
marinecleanoz@gmail.com

Est. 1997
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