
VsheetVolunteer Marine Rescue

free issue MArCH 2017

vmrsouthport.com.au
      FEATURED  
  4   Noteable JobS

  7   gooD aS NeW

11   tHe PRoJeCt

13   ReCReatIoNal CRabbeRS

14   Heat StReSS



The Rotary Club of Ashmore recently invaded Volunteer
Marine Rescue at its base on the Southport Spit to hold its
regular Wednesday night Club Meeting. Over 40 Rotary
members, partners and friends attended and enjoyed a
perfect night under the stars.

Classified as a ‘Vocational Service’ outing, the visit
gave Rotary members the opportunity to appreciate the
services being provided for the local boating community
by some 150 volunteers at VMR.

Vocational Service is one of the Five Avenues of
Service which calls on Rotarians to “encourage and
foster”:
• High ethical standards in business and professions
• The recognition of the worthiness of all useful
occupations.

The Base at VMR Southport is recognised as
a ‘work place’ and its members are all ‘volunteer
workers’.

Ashmore Rotary has been a VMR Southport for 
25 years.

Rotary invades VMR Base

VMR President Dave Macdonald
accepts a modest donation from

Rotary President Karen Wibberley.
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Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

Crew
Hunter Neuss

Senior Crew
Carli Lovell

Radio Operator
Phil Bell

ACTiVATiONs NOVeMBer 
2016

DeCeMBer      
2016

JANuArY
2017

Towed Vessels 89 65 82

Jump Starts 6 3 8

Pump Outs 2 1 1

Transporting 1

Fire

Standby

Medical 1 4 9

Searches 2

Dispersals 2 3

Public Relations 4 7 5

Crew Training 52 58 70

Groundings 4 5 11

Other 5 10 8

TOTALS 166 158 194

SOME STATS



MANAGeMeNT COMMiTTee
2016 - 2017

Gold Coast seaway 
Tower

Hours: 
Mon - Sat:  0500 - 2100 

Sunday :0500 - 1800
Phone: 5591 2948
Fax:      5571 2360

PRESIDENT                            Dave Macdonald

VICE PRESIDENT                         Martin Walsh

SECRETARY                                 Diana Gibson 

TREASURER                John Kaus

OPERATIONS                                Glenn Norris          

SEARCH & RESCUE                    Merv Handley

COMMUNICATIONS               John MacDonald          

RADIO OPERATORS              Beverley Weldon

COMMITTEE                                        Alan Coy     

COMMITTEE                              Helen Stanfield             

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by the authors and 

contributors of articles in the Vsheet are not 
necessarily those of Volunteer Marine Rescue 

Southport - Surfers Paradise Assoc. Inc. (VMR) 
nor does VMR guarantee the accuracy of state-

ments made by contributors or advertisers or ac-
cept any responsibility for any product or service 

statement made herein.

Volunteer Marine Rescue
SOUTHPORT - SURFERS PARADISE

Assoc. Inc.

PO Box 866 Southport Qld 4215

Phone: 5591 1300

Fax: 5532 0331

E-mail: info@vmrsouthport.com.au

Web Site: www.vmrsouthport.com.au

   
               

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

From the Wheel House

Dave Macdonald
President
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As I reflect over the last two months in regard to our activities, the extended periods of excellent 
weather, at times excellent offshore conditions and an awareness of how busy the Broadwater can be 
on weekends, it is time to thank those of us who can afford the time during the week to answer callouts, 
sometimes as many as 6 or 7 a day , the strain on our resources is tested to its fullest. A close look at the 
statistics in this Vsheet shows just how busy we have been over summer.

To the boating public in general and to our members in particular, I thank you for your patience with 
regard to the time it takes us to get to your aid, in some instances we have a waiting list of jobs that we 
endeavour to complete as quickly as possible. Records supplied by the relevant authorities show some 
47,000 registered boats in South East Queensland, so if you have an unfortunate breakdown on the water, 
be mindful of how many others may be in the same boat so to speak.

In my last report I mentioned that Optus had generously offered to assist in upgrading our Internet 
connection, this is nearly completed and I thank them for continuing to press ahead to assist us. I also 
stated that Channel 7 had supplied us with 4 GoPro’s to hopefully give them footage of events on the 
Broadwater from the perspective of a rescue organisation. This is still in its infancy with a lot of trial and 
error by ourselves and the need to be mindful of possible invasion of privacy, however Channel 7 has 
been very helpful in tutoring us in the dos and don’ts . The dialogue between us appears to be helpful in 
allowing 7 to give accurate updates for their news bulletins. 

Queensland Ambulance and Queensland Fire have been involved in a number of incidents over the 
past few months with what I believe to be satisfactory outcomes. Our thanks to the Water Police who 
have been providing us with quick responses to our requests and I understand that they too have been 
stretched to the limits of their resources over these past months.

Just a note to those of you who put a dollar value of fuel in your boat for your outings, with the recent 
rise in fuel cost the distance travelled on that fuel is reduced causing you to run out of fuel at the most 
inappropriate time. The rise in PWC registrations is outstripping the rise in boat registrations, so if you 
are new to the water with a PWC please be careful and allow all to enjoy the Broadwater. 

This great weather may continue towards the Winter months so stay safe and enjoy what the Gold 
Coast has to offer.



by Glenn Norris

On a training run over the Christmas period, a VMR crew were 
flagged down by boaties who were trying to assist a swamped vessel 
on the northern Broadwater side of the Gold Coast Seaway. The very 
rapidly flowing outgoing tide was quickly sweeping the vessel into the 
Seaway area. On pulling up to assist, not previously seen, were a male 
and female clinging to the side of the small vessel. The VMR vessel 
manoeuvred to allow the crew to lift the female into the Rescue vessel 
through the side door.  However, the male was too exhausted and too 
heavily built to be safely assisted, resulting in him having to be assisted 
onto the vessel by the rear ladder.The small vessel was a tender from a 
hired houseboat which was quite stupidly anchored approximately 20 
metres from the rocks off the Seaway north wall. The tender had been 
attached to the houseboat by a very poor quality rope, which, as a result 
of the fast flowing tide, had come loose from its cleat, resulting in the 
tender drifting away from the mother houseboat. Even sillier was the 
actions of the two people, who were very average swimmers, jumping 
into the water to swim after the tender. Eventually they caught it, but 
resultantly couldn’t climb inside and hence were stranded.This could 
have been a situation that ended tragically and a very stark reminder that 
the ocean has no mercy, so look before you leap and think about what 
might go wrong before it does go wrong, as these people found out.
The two people were returned to the houseboat by VMR, along with the 
tender, and given some good advice on finding a different, safer place to 
anchor.

VMR Southport was recently activated by the Queensland 
Ambulance Service to transport Paramedics to Tipplers Resort on South 
Stradbroke Island, where a lady had reportedly stepped on a stingray and 
was in distress. On arrival, the lady had been given good 1st Aid by the 
Resort staff, with bleeding controlled and the foot in a bucket of warm 
water, the standard treatment for stingray envenomation. The lady was 
attended to by the Paramedics and on removal of the bandage used to 
assist in controlling the bleeding; a distinct black coloured spike could 
be seen under the skin in the ladies ankle. The lady was given pain relief 
and transported back to VMR, where the Paramedics further conveyed 
her to hospital for treatment and further examination.

A man called VMR recently requesting assistance with retrieving 
his vessel onto its trailer at the boat ramp. When further questioned as to 
the difficulty the man was experiencing it soon became evident that the 
reason for his predicament was due to not wanting to get the wheels on 
his car wet! The man was attempting to skull drag his boat up onto his 
trailer with his winch, which was proving too hard, heavy and tiring. The 
man, against all his wishes, eventually reversed his car further down the 
boat ramp and successfully floated his boat on to his trailer with minimal 
difficulty.

A frantic call was made to the Seaway Tower over the Christmas 
holidays, from an 11 metre cruiser that had lost all electrics, and was 
drifting towards the Seaway rock wall on the outgoing tide. The caller 
stated he had no engine power, nor an anchor, and was in immediate 
danger. VMR responded immediately, along with the Gold Coast Water 
Police who were at the time in the Seaway. The vessel was thrown a 
tow line, approximately 2 metres from hitting the rocks on the northern 
wall and was dragged to safety by the Water Police vessel in the nick of 
time. The vessel was towed back to the VMR mooring where the owner 
tried to explain his predicament. The Skipper had tried to anchor his 
vessel in the Seaway, however, his anchor chain and rope had somehow 
become tangled in his propellers, creating his problem of no anchor and 
no engine power. At the same time the Skipper discovered water was 

leaking into the engine bay. VMR towed the vessel to Runaway Bay, 
where it was lifted from the water. The chain was so tightly wrapped 
around the propellers it had to cut off with an angle grinder, the engine 
shafts were under that much strain the glands were leaking water, and 
the propellers were quite badly damaged from their run in with the chain.
All in all, the situation could have been a lot worse.

On New Year’s Day, in the very early hours of the morning VMR 
Southport were tasked to assist the Gold Coast Water Police with a 
passenger ferry that had run aground in the Aldershots just north of the 
South arm of the Coomera River. The vessel had 177 passengers on 
board who were returning from a new Year’s Eve party at McLarens 
Landing at approximately 0245 hours. On arrival the Water Police 
advised of their plan to use the 3 responding VMR vessels to transport 
the passengers from the grounded vessel to another commercial vessel 
which was anchored approximately 200 metres away in deep water. 
The VMR vessels just had enough water underneath their sterns, albeit 
a falling tide, to allow this to happen, and the mission to extricate 
the somewhat scared, and somewhat tired and under the weather 
passengers went very well, with no injuries reported. This exercise took 
approximately 2.5 hours and all the grateful passengers were returned to 
Mariners Cove. This certainly allowed for very little sleep for the VMR 
duty crew as bedtime was previously after the midnight fireworks had 
finished.

A phone call was received in the VMR Radio Room recently from 
a boatie who reported he had just launched the brand new family 
boat at the Broadwater boat ramp. Unfortunately, the gentleman had 
inadvertently forgotten to install the bung, and now the vessel was on the 
bottom. VMR assistance was requested. On arrival, the situation was not 
as bad as it looked, the stern of the vessel was still above water and the 
boatie was advised to leave his boat where it was, as his family could an 
eye on it, drive to the closest marine supplier, buy a bung, return and put 
it in, then let the bilge pump pump the water out. This was successfully 
done and the vessel was re-floated with only minimal water damage 
inside the boat. Fortunately the engine also survived the ordeal. 

On returning to VMR, the crew were advised of a speedboat that had 
sunk near the Marine Stadium. On arrival at that assist, a small speed 
boat, with a very large engine had sunk, due to the transom separating 
from the sides of the vessel. The engine was lying in the water, and the 
vessel was full of water. At low tide, when all the water had drained, the 
outboard motor was manhandled back into the boat, and VMR made 
a mercy dash, with the vessel in tow, to the Spit boat ramp, where the 
vessel could be retrieved onto a boat trailer. We are unsure if this vessel 
will see water again though!!!
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Queensland Water Police

Welcome to 2017! It feels like only yesterday we were preparing for 
the Summer holiday period and now it’s been and gone. I hope everyone 
made the most of their time off and enjoyed the Gold Coast waterways.
There are now over 259,000 registered vessels in Queensland or one 
vessel for every 19 people. With over 30,000 of those registrations on 
the Gold Coast alone, the waterways are becoming busier every year.
It was no exception in 2016, with the Gold Coast Water Police kept busy 
coordinating search and rescue incidents for lost people and vessels at 
sea, responding to vessel fires and collisions. This is in addition to our 
core duties of keeping our waterways safe through proactive vessel 
patrols and education, reducing marine crime through intelligence based 
policing and responding to calls for service.

During 2016,VMR units on the Gold Coast responded to over 850 
calls for assistance,which is a tremendous effort and testament to the 
commitment and quality of the volunteers who sacrifice their personal 
time to ensure all boaties get home safely. To all VMR volunteers we 
would like to say‘THANK-YOU’ for your hard work and dedication 
throughout 2016. 

Large scale marine incidents would be difficult to manage without 
the assistance of VMR and its volunteers who form an integral part of 
the Water Police emergency response capability. These volunteers work 
side by side with police during critical incidents, their resilience and 
professionalism are outstanding. It is a true reflection of the caliber of 
the volunteers we have out there helping to save lives.

In October an off-duty police officer and his family required 
assistance when a boat explosion put him and four family members in 
hospital with serious burns.

Water Police and VMR working together to manage the incident.
This incident is just one of the many attended by VMR, however it 
highlights the important contributions these volunteers make to the 
boating community when they need it the most. The family and Water 

Written By
Sergeant Mitch Gray

GOLD COAST WATER POLICE 

Water Police 
2016 Roundup

Police wish to pass on our thanks to the VMR crews that responded that 
day, you did an amazing job.

Looking forward to the year ahead, Gold Coast Water Police hope 
you enjoy your day out on the water, but most importantly, return home 
to your families safely. 

Please be a responsible skipper, before you head out on the water 
please consider some of these simple tips:
• Check that your boat is in good condition.
• Check that you have all the required safety equipment on board. 

Ensure all safety equipment is in good condition and easily 
accessible, in case of an emergency. Make sure everybody on board 
knows where the safety equipment is stored.

• Report your trip. Let someone know where you are going, how 
many people are on board and when you intend to return.

• Have the right marine license. Make sure you and your crew knows 
how to handle the boat for where you are going.

• Know how to use your marine radio, which channels to use and 
when.

• Check the weather before you go out and keep an eye on it during 
the day.

• Make sure you have enough water and fuel for the whole trip.
• Go easy on the drink - waves, wind and weather multiply the effects 

of alcohol. Far too many boating fatalities involve alcohol.
• Know the rules of the sea-road, and follow them.
• Lifejacket—wear it! If it’s not on, it can’t save you.

Remember, safety on the water is everybody’s business. Our 
beautiful waterways are there for everyone to use so keep them safe for 
all to enjoy. 

For all further boating information please visit Marine Safety 
Queensland website msq.qld.gov.au.
Stay safe and I’ll see you on the water. 
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The previous issue looked at the differences between states with 
regard to  licensing, registration and speed limits.

Safety equipment is a topic all on its own. 
Queensland has a small core of compulsory equipment, but a long 

list of equipment that is recommended. They put the responsibility for 
choosing equipment onto the master to decide what should be carried. 

As master of a vessel you have a general safety responsibility. 
You must ensure that your vessel is safe. Properly equipped, properly 
manned, properly maintained and operated safely. Queensland allows 
you to decide whether some equipment should be carried, but you are 
required to make good decisions.

An example is water. You are not required to carry water, but it is 
often a very good idea. Imagine the scenario of spending a summer 
day on the water in a remote part of the Broadwater.  You do not need 
to carry water, and you choose not to. Unfortunately one of your 
passengers becomes heat affected. He is suffering badly and dehydrating. 
By the time you reach civilisation he is in a bad way and is whisked off 
to hospital in the waiting ambulance that you radioed ahead for, and he 
survives. Now consider the potential lawsuits and those uncomfortable 
questions that will be asked about your breaching of general safety 
responsibilities.

NSW also has this general safety obligation, but they are much more 
definite in what needs to be carried. Much more of it is compulsory.

Compulsory equipment depends on where you are operating. 
Queensland has Smooth, Partially smooth and Open waters. Open waters 
start when you pass the line of the beach heading offshore. Smooth and 
Partially smooth are shown on the maps included in the Recreational 
Boating and Fishing Guide, the Boatsafe Workbook and in many other  
places, particularly the MSQ website. NSW has Open waters and 
Enclosed waters.

Queensland first. Smooth water first. You must have a lifejacket for 
everyone on board over the age of 1 year. They must be stored where 
they can be seen, or in a place clearly marked with a red and white 
“Lifejacket” sticker. They must be the correct type / flotation level, the 
right sizes for the people on board, and the first thing you should do is 
make sure people know how to put them on. In Open water the PFDs 
must be Level 100+ flotation at least. For Partially smooth water you can 
use 100+ flotation or level 50. Not 50S. 50S can only be used in smooth 
water.

For Smooth water you also need a signalling device. This translates 
roughly as a torch from sunset to sunrise. Working and waterproof. If 
your boat is over 5m then you must also carry a fire extinguisher.

For partially smooth water you must also have a V sheet and a flare 
pack. 2 red hand held flares and 2 orange smoke flares, all within the 
expiry date.

All of these must also be carried in Open water, and once you are 
more than 2nautical miles (About 3.7km) offshore you also need a 406 
EPIRB. In date and registered. I think that the slightly more expensive 
ones with a built in GPS are well worth the money, because they are 
much more accurate in specifying your position. Personal Locator 
Beacons (PLBs) are not adequate for your boat’s EPIRB.

These are the only compulsory items in Queensland. Everything else 
comes under the General Safety Obligation, or “recommended” banner.

In NSW, lifejackets must also be carried. For Open water they 
must be 100+ flotation level while for enclosed water they can be 50S 
or better. Again, they must be visible or in clearly labelled storage. 
Similarly a waterproof torch is required between sunset and sunrise. If 
the boat has electric start, electric motors, batteries or stoves, then a fire 
extinguisher must be carried. 

From this you can see that if the boat has the compulsory  equipment 
for NSW enclosed water then it is has the compulsory equipment  for 
Queensland Smooth water. But it doesn’t work the other way around. 
Much of the recommended equipment for Queensland is compulsory for 
NSW. There are various exemptions for different types of boat, but for 
the average boat they insist on much more down south.

For enclosed waters you must have an anchor with adequate rope 
or chain, a fire bucket with lanyard, paddles if the boat is under 6 
metres, a sound signal, and a bilge pump if you can’t get into the below 
deck spaces with the bucket. All good to have, and recommended in 
Queensland, but compulsory in NSW.

For open water, less than 2nm offshore, add in the V Sheet and 
flares, as you would for Queensland partially smooth waters. Then add a 
compass, charts of the local area and 2 litres of water per person.

Two nautical miles offshore, as in Queensland, add the EPIRB. You 
also must have a marine radio.

There are lots of other items that are good to have in your boat, but 
the decision is yours.

In summary, the thing to remember is that your boat needs to be 
safe. For me that means carrying more than enough safety equipment, 
no matter where I am going. In NSW they legislate that almost all of it is 
compulsory, while in Queensland you get to decide what you need once 
you get past the compulsory gear. But please make good decisions.

Further reading:
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/maritime/licence/boating-handbook.pdf
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/-/media/busind/accreditations/BoatSafe/boatsafe_wkbk_
edition5.pdf
https://publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/recreational-boating-and-fishing/resource/
a769f2d2-b7dc-41ad-829f-a586ed389d8b

Safety Equipment
by Peter Holliday
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Marine Rescue 3 has been a great asset to VMR Southport over the 10 plus 
years it has been a part of the Rescue fleet. The vessel is a 6.3M NAIAD Inflatable, 
powered by a 150HP Mercury 4 Stroke engine.

For some time now quite a bit of cosmetic work has been required to bring the 
vessel back to the acceptable standard required for the appearance of VMR craft.

Over the past 6 months, quotes have been obtained to re-paint, re-signwrite and 
tidy up the tired looking state of the vessel, and at an estimate in the range of $25-
$30,000, the project had been pushed backwards on a number of occasions to give 
priority to other requirements of the Squadron.
Prior to Christmas, one of our very hard working volunteers Rex Scott offered to take 
on the project. Rex bandied together a group of willing helpers, made contact with one 
of his associates in the marine paint industry, and methodically put a plan of action in 
place on how he would bring Marine Rescue 3 back to looking first class again.

Rex is a perfectionist at everything he does, and also a fine tradesman, so we knew 
the boat would be better than brand new when completed.
In the 2nd week of the new year Rex and his team of Bob Jordan, Roy Patterson, 
Martin Lott, and Merv Waters commenced removing all the fittings, rails, and lights, 
ground back the paintwork, acid washed the bare aluminium, masked up the entire 
vessel, and then re-painted.

In typical Rex fashion, 
everyone was baffled with his 
explanations, predominantly 
when the non atomisation of the 
molecular composition of the 
epoxy paint (apparently that means 
the paint didn’t dry quick enough) 
occurred, and hence the chemical 
reaction of the bonding materials 
needed to adhere the fittings to the 
deck (apparently that means the 
glue didn’t stick) was delayed. In 
other words Rex lost half a day on 
his project.

With all this sorted, the plastic 
masking was all removed and the 
finished product was something 
that looked like it had just come off 
the showroom floor.

New signwriting and deck matting was applied, a nagging issue with the starboard 
pontoon was rectified, a faulty radio aerial bracket was repaired, and now Marine 
Rescue 3 is back on the water providing its invaluable contribution to the Organisation. 
In due course the pontoon outer bags will also be replaced.

The grand total to undertake all the work carried out was less than $1000.

GOOD AS NEW

Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport would like to acknowledge Rex and his team of helpers, whilst 
also recognising the generous support of Craig Maloney, VMR Yellow Crew member and Proprietor of 
Economy Paints, Arundel and Steve Christie of Altex Yacht and Boat Paints for his technical advice.

by Glenn Norris 

Marine Rescue 3 
at commencement of project

The paint process begins

The finished product

Over 60 highly skilled marine businesses in one convenient location.

Whether you’ve got a tinnie or a superyacht, we'll get you back on

the water sooner and keep you out there enjoying yourself longer.

discover more at gccm.com.au  

5502 5888

QUOTE FOR YOURNEED A BOAT?
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With VMR Southport’s 50th Birthday just two years away, we 
take a look back on the squadron’s fleet of rescue vessels that have 
served the local community since 1969.  In those early days of Air Sea 
Rescue/Volunteer Marine Rescue there was quite a bit of research and 
development done on the famed Shark Cat brand and they certainly 
delivered a style of boat that served the needs of the organisation well.  
This style of boat was considered a stable platform for the local bar 
conditions and a great proving ground, given the proximity to both 
Southport and Jumpinpin bars.

  Since the establishment of VMR Southport in 1969 the organisation 
has fundraised, purchased and commissioned 20 rescue vessels at an 
overall cost of $1.3M.  The popular Shark Cat/Noosa Cat brand has been 
the preference of our squadron with 13 of the 20 rescue vessels being 
of the twin hulled variety. Through the years the organisation has also 
adapted boats from the Haines Hunter marque and a variety of smaller 
local aluminium vessels round out the total.

  Between 1971 and 1980 VMR Southport took delivery of five Shark 
Cats, these all being the very popular 20 and 23 foot version with a 
similar version still used today, now known as the 2700 Series.  The 
cost of the boats back then was fairly inexpensive with those early boats 
purchased for anything between $4,000 (early 70s) to $25,000 (1980).
We have wondered over time the reasoning of purchasing so many boats 
during those early years, however, engine reliability and changes to 
the Shark Cat range saw the need to update and take advantage of the 
inexpensive era.

  An unfortunate incident on the Southport bar in 1979 saw the loss of 
one of the newly purchased Shark Cats. The crew were lucky to escape 
with only minor injuries and bruised egos but the financial loss was also 
felt hard as the vessel cost around $20,000 at the time. Repairs were 
considered but history reveals that a new boat was purchased soon after.

  The squadron’s first six primary rescue vessels were all named 
Jaycee II in honour of the contributions made to ASR/VMR since the 
commencement of operations.  The first rescue vessel named Jaycee II 
was a Haines half cab powered by 2 x 100 hp outboard motors.  The 
next five vessels were all the 23 foot Shark Cat which were powered by 
outboards with capacity between 175 and 235 hp, depending upon what 
deal John Elkes could get at the time.

  In 1980 the organisation purchased its first secondary rescue vessel 
which was a 13 foot aluminium tinnie, Stessl 1.  The boat was powered 
by a 25 hp outboard motor with a tiller steer arrangement.  It was mostly 
used as a training vessel and a standby craft for aquatic events such as 
the annual Across the Broadwater Races.  This small acquisition was the 
first of many training and secondary vessels that would be purchased 
through the years.  The next couple of training boats were the 19 foot 
Haines centre console, powered by 140 hp outboard motor, these boats 
were a great addition to the squadron’s primary rescue vessel.  Much 
more capable than the tinnie with the tiller steer, the new training boats 
could be tasked to minor jobs with a crew of three.

The History of  
VMR Southport Rescue Vessels

APEX III  

F to B: TK Elkes, JAYCEE II, APEX II

SAR Club 2

JAYCEE II
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  The concept of the secondary boat remained and VMR has had 7 of 
this category of boat since 1980 with the latest in the fleet to be Marine 
Rescue 4, a 2400 Series Noosa Cat, powered by twin 150 hp outboards.  
This latest purchase cost $160,000, a far cry from the first training boat 
at $2,000.  The secondary boats in the VMR fleet have been named in 
honour of past members or companies that have been the major sponsor 
of the vessel.  The Haines boats were named after Ted Elkes, who 
through the late 70s and early 80s was the organisations Boatmaster.  

  Ted died of a heart attack onboard Jaycee II whilst on the way to the 
rescue of a stricken trawler on Jumpinpin bar.  The crew attempted to 
revive Ted whilst the boat returned to Southport however their attempts 
were unsuccessful.  Ted’s passing was felt right through the Gold Coast 
boating community and the next two training boats were named in his 
honour.

  The legend of the Jaycee II name came to an end in 1988 when VMR 
secured sponsorship from the takings of a Gold Coast Boat Show hosted 
by the Southport Apex Club.  The first of the new breed of Shark Cats 
was named Apex II and was launched in 1988 to much fanfare at the 
new base on The Spit.  This new version of cat was equipped with twin 
200 hp outboard motors and was built at a cost of $75,000.  It was also 
the first in the series of boats with a proper windscreen which became 
the norm on all subsequent boats.

  In 1994 VMR leapt into the relative unknown when purchasing the 
first cabin boat for use as a rescue platform.  The 28 foot Noosa Cat with 
an enclosed cabin was powered by twin $225 hp outboard motors and 
was built at a cost of $160,000.  This boat was capable of housing more 
electronics and was very handy when used for medical evacuations when 
the transport of ambulance paramedics was required.  This boat had a 
greater operational range as it could carry 800 litres of fuel.  

  It was 11 years later when VMR replaced this vessel with the newer 
3100 Series Noosa Cat, Marine Rescue 1.  This more modern styled boat 
was purchased for $260,000 which was the same amount of money we 
paid to build the new base on The Spit in 1987.  The most money we had 
ever paid for a rescue boat or any other purchase in the organisation’s 
history.  This vessel still serves the squadron well today and looks as if it 
will continue on for another 3-5 years.

  The last four rescue vessels purchased by VMR Southport total 
$700,000.  The amount paid for the last four boats is equal to what the 
organisation paid for the first 15 rescue vessels.  The first 23 foot Shark 
Cat cost $17,500, the last similar style/length Noosa Cat, upgraded 
throughout the years of course, cost $165,000 (purchased in 2007).

  This all represents one hell of a fundraising commitment by the 
members of VMR Southport and the updated Boat Replacement Scheme 
introduced by the VMR State Association in the mid to late 90s.

by Greg Turner and Glenn Norris

The History of  
VMR Southport Rescue Vessels

MARINE RESCUE 2

SAR Club 1

APEX II

L to R: SAR Club 1, 
APEX III, SAR Club 3
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If you have been out on the water since the 1st of January 
2017, you may have noticed that the VMR Southport boat crew 
members have changed their uniform, namely the shirts worn 
by members.

In mid 2014 VMR Squadrons across Queensland started the 
transition to a navy / gold work shirt, specifically to be worn on 
the Rescue boats. These shirts were introduced by the Hervey Bay 
Squadron, and gradually more and more Squadrons started to like 
these, and began sourcing stock and wearing them. 

As VMR Squadrons are all autonomous, there was no big stick 
approach anyone in the Marine Rescue Qld Executive Committee 
could take and make an outright decision that every Squadron must 
wear these shirts; however as the popularity of this attire grew, the 
reality of having all members throughout Qld dressed the same, started 
to look like coming to fruition. Fading out were the light blues, the 
whites, and the fluoro shirts that had been worn for many years. 

Due to the size of VMR Southport, the biggest VMR Squadron in 
Qld, there were several hurdles we had to clear before we could be a part 
of this dream. We had to introduce the idea to our boat crews, we had to 
get their opinions, we had to consider the quantity of stock holdings, we 
had to consider the cost of changing over, but most of all we had to give 
the members the final say.

As sample shirts were bandied around, comments were made about 
the pockets, the location of badges, the UV rating, the garment quality, 
and the wording of screen-printing and embroidery emblazoned upon 
these. Very positive feedback was provided.

In  August 2016, the members voted on, and the VMR Southport 
Management Committed endorsed the decision to move forward with 
this change as of 1 January 2017.

Given the size of the Southport order, approximately 230 shirts, 
Marine Rescue Qld saw value in doing a much larger bulk order to the 
supplier, and now as a service to the Squadrons has a uniform store in 
Brisbane, from which orders can be dispatched to any Squadron in the 
state, at a much cheaper rate.

Whilst only a few weeks into wearing these, there has been very 
minimal negativity, and overwhelming positivity. The members are very 
aware of their public image and the pride they have in all looking the 
same is very noticeable.

Next time you are on the water and you spot a VMR Southport 
vessel, have a peek at how fantastic the crew members look. By mid 
2017, there is an assurance that all Squadrons in Qld will have adopted 
this work shirt. 

Dreams can become reality.

PS - These models weren’t paid!!!!

by Glenn Norris 

Active Results 
Australia Wide

When considering selling you 
boat you should ask your broker:
• Do they deposit all proceeds in an 

audit trust account as required by 
the Office of Fair Trading? We Do! 

• Do they have a P.I. insurance?  
We Do! 

• Are they Certified Valuers?  
We Are!

• Do they have a database of 
around 150,000 email addresses? 
We Do!

If your boat is
just sitting there ...

... it’s costing you $$$!
Why not get us to move it!

 We offer an alternative 
way of selling any type 
of vessel with proven 
and successful results.

 We sell most boats at, 
or close to, their reserve 
prices.

 Most of our larger boats 
are sold within 8 weeks.

 Regular auctions held  
at Runaway Bay,  
Gold Coast.

MARINE AUCTIONS  
& VALUATIONS
Adrian Seiffert
Ph 0418 783 358
adrian@marineauctions.com.au

MARINE AUCTIONS – ACTIVE RESULTS – AUSTRALIA WIDE

WHY AUCTION?
It gives you

more options

THE ALTERNATIVE WAY OF SELLING 
ANY TYPE OF VESSEL WITH 

PROVEN AND SUCCESSFUL RESULTS

It has been proven time and time again that the auction 
process is one of the most effective methods of marketing 
any type of asset, including all types of vessels.

At Marine Auctions we do not wait for buyers to come to 
us, we aggressively go to them. That's why we have sold 
so many boats, with some well in excess of our clients' 
expectations.

Our excellent track record, professional marketing 
campaigns, and more importantly the results we achieve 
continue to impress. Our extensive data base, and the 
distribution of our coloured brochures, are the envy of 
many in the industry. If you are not auctioning your boat 
with Marine Auctions you could be missing out on the 
highest bid.

0041216 AGS half page ad V sheet NEW.indd   1 6/12/2016   11:06 am

NEW SHIRTS for Crew Members
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

FINANCIALLY ASSIST 

VMR SOUTHPORT 

IN UNDERTAKING 

A MAJOR 

PROJECT?

or contact

Volunteer Marine Rescue

SOUTHPORT

Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport is currently 
undertaking a project to replace the concrete boat ramp at 
its Main Beach Rescue Base. 

Since 1987, when Air Sea Rescue Southport, now 
known as VMR Southport, relocated to its current 
location, this ramp has seen our rescue boats launched 
and recovered many thousands of times.

Unfortunately, over this time, the concrete on the 
ramp has cracked due to natural causes and the unsettling 
of the rock foundation underneath has resulted in the 
inability to safely launch the vessels at low tide, creating 
an Occupational Health and Safety hazard. Despite 
expensive repairs over the years, professional advice 
now indicates that more modern designs would eliminate 
these problems.

In order to rectify this situation and allow VMR 
rescue crews to safely and quickly launch the rescue 
vessels in emergency situations, we must take action in 
the very near future to replace this boat ramp.

Current indications suggest that approximately 
$75,000 is required to undertake this project, and VMR 
Southport is calling on our Members and Supporters to 
assist us in funding this.

Donations of materials, labour, equipment or in 
monetary form to this Organisation to assist in replacing 
the boat ramp would be enormously appreciated.

This project has been included in the capital works 
program of VMR Southport for the 2016 / 2017 Financial 
year.

Donations are tax deductible, and all donations will 
be recognised in our Squadron Magazine, the Vsheet by 
way of an Acknowledgements page. 

Companies or Businesses contributing towards this 
project will also be afforded advertising space within this 
magazine, if desired.

We thank you for your support in anticipation.

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE BY DIRECT BANK DEPOSIT TO 
VMR SOUTHPORT

BSB 064000  A/C 12995538 – COMMONWEALTH BANK

PLEASE USE ‘ VMRBOAT RAMP ‘ as a REFERENCE and include 
your NAME and VMR Southport MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

55 911 300

THE PROJECT
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My Location
The first is a free one. My location

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.abhilash.mylocation&hl=en
It gives your Latitude, Longitude and Altitude. While I don’t care about 

your altitude, the latitude and longitude are very useful. We often need to 
find boats offshore, and while “About 2 miles off Q1” may sound like a 
good description of your location, it is not very helpful for the rescue boat 
looking for you.

It does not need data or WiFi or phone connections, just the on board 
GPS. Make sure the GPS is turned on, of course, and if you have problems 
with it, set your location setting to GPS only. 

It gives South latitude as a negative, but we can cope with that.
Your phone may already have an App that lets you find your latitude 

and longitude. Check and see. Learn how to use it.

by Peter Holliday

Boating AU&NZ
From Navionics. This one costs money, but it is well worth it. Still 

under $30.
It gives you a nice marine GPS. Channel markers, depth indications, 

your boat in the correct position. It is basically a very cheap, but very useful 
GPS. I have not used the fancy stuff, but the GPS seems good.

Again, no WiFi data or phone reception is needed once you are set up.
The thing to do is, when you have data, open it and move the cursor around 
the map. As you move it loads the map, and once loaded they stay there, so 
it can be used without data.

 

 

 

Do you have a smart phone? Most of us do these days. Have you considered how useful they can be in your boat?
Once you get away from civilisation you might lose your phone signal, and your WiFi may not work, but if your 
phone has a built in GPS it can still be a very helpful tool.
There are many good apps available, but I would like to recommend two of them.

Some useful Android Apps
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RECREATIONAL 
CRABBERS 

During the crabbing season, recreational crabbers should ensure 
they are aware of all current crabbing rules, including size and 
possession limits, as well as crab pot regulations, before hitting the 
water.

 Rob McDonald, Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol District 
Manager, has provided an overview of some crabbing rules that 
fishers should remember when out on the water.  He also advises that 
all crabbers check their gear before hitting the water to ensure their 
equipment complies with legal requirements and that they are aware of 
crabbing limits and other legal requirements to avoid possible fines.

* Remember that there are different size and possession limits, as well as 
methods for correctly measuring for the various crab species.

 
* Female mud and blue swimmer crabs, and egg-bearing spanner crabs 

and three-spotted crabs, are protected throughout Queensland and 
should be returned to the water immediately.

 
* It is illegal to possess crabs with the carapace or shell missing and this 

includes possessing claws without the rest of the crab.
  
* In tidal waters, no more than four crab pots or dillies, or a combination 

of both, are permitted to be used by a person at any time. Eachneeds 
to be clearly marked with the owner’s name and address and, if using 
a float, this must also have the owner’s name on it.

 
* All crab apparatus, if not secured to a fixed object, must have a light-

coloured surface float attached. The float must not be less than 15cm 
in any dimension.

 
* Crab pots should be set below the low tide mark line and be in deep 

enough water to ensure marine animals are not exposed to the sun at 
any time. It is an offence if the apparatus contains fish and/or is out of 
the water.

 
* Crabbers should ensure their pots have enough rope attached to the 

float so they are not lost in strong tidal currents.
 
* Under Fisheries regulations, penalties for crabbing-related offences 

include on-the-spot fines which range from $243 for undersized crabs 
and excess possession limits to $1,219 for interfering with crabbing 
apparatus.

* 
Interfering with fishing gear you didn’t set, including crab pots, is a 

serious offence and stealing crabs or crab pots is a criminal offence, so 
those caught will be referred to the police.”

 
* If people suspect illegal crabbing, they should report it to the 

FISHWATCH HOTLINE on 1800 017 116. Do not engage or 
approach the personas this can compromise an investigation.

Crab size and possession limits: 

Crab Size limit (cm)
Possession 

limit

Mud crab 15 min 10

Blue swimmer 
or sand crab

11.5 min No limit

Spanner or 
frog crab

10 min 20

Measurement:

For more information on responsible crabbing, visit www.fisheries.
qld.gov.au, call 13 25 23 or download the free “Qld Fishing app” from 
Apple and Google app stores.
  

Follow Fisheries Queensland on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
@FisheriesQld

BE PREPARED, DON’T GET NIPPED!
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With the summer months well and truly upon us, it is important 
to keep in mind that time spent working or playing in the sun and 
heat can lead to heat stress. Over the summer month’s people head 
to the beach, play cricket, get out in the gardens and enjoy many 
more outdoor activities. 

People out on the water are especially at risk at this time of year. 
Other people with a high risk are the very young and the elderly. Elderly 
people tend to lock themselves in their homes so they feel safe, but in 
doing this they also tend to keep the windows shut, and fans either not 
on or on very slow as they are concerned about the cost of electricity.  At 
times this can make their homes like an oven and this can also bring on 
heat stress.  

What is heat stress?
Heat stress occurs when your body is unable to cool itself 

sufficiently and your body temperature rises when heat is absorbed from 
the environment faster than your body can get rid of it. 

Examples of heat stress
Heat rash or prickly heat – an intense itchy red skin rash that 

comes from excessive sweating causing the sweat ducts to become 
blocked.  This can be treated by keeping your skin dry, wearing suitable 
clothing & avoiding hot & humid conditions.

Heat cramps – often affect people who have sweated a lot during 
strenuous activity.  These cramps usually affect the abdomen area, arms 
or legs.  Cramps can also be an early symptom of heat exhaustion.  It is 
very important that you seek medical attention if these cramps continue 
for more than one hour. 

If medical attention is not necessary:
	 Stop all strenuous activity & rest quietly in a cool place

	 Increase fluid intake using cool water

	 Lay down in the shade

	 Remove outer clothing like hard hat, work boots, and shirt

	 Fan vigorously to increase evaporation

Heat exhaustion – is a serious condition that can develop into 
heat stroke.  It is your body’s response to loss of fluid and salt due to 
sweating.

Heat stroke – is a medical emergency caused by a rise in core body 
temperature.  A person suffering heat stroke will become confused and 
may stagger or collapse. The skin may feel either wet or dry. 

Warning Signs:

	Heavy sweating

	Headaches

	Tiredness and weakness

	Dizziness or fainting

	Slurred speech or blurred vision

	Nausea and vomiting

	Painful muscles spasms or cramps 

Causes: 
	Type of work 

	High air temperature/humidly levels

	Radiant heat eg: working outside, working near machinery

	Physical condition you are in

	Individual factors: medical conditions, medications, age, 
weight & fitness level

Preventing Heat Stress:

	Have regular cooling off or rest periods 

	Drink plenty of water, your body size and activity may require 
a greater intake of water than the recommended 2 litres per day.  

	Loose fitting clothing helps with air circulation

Hydration: 
Maintaining hydration is one of the most important ways to 

counteract the effects of heat stress.  During prolonged work in the heat 
your body can sweat up to one litre an hour, unless this fluid is replaced 
by drinking water, dehydration will happen. You will not feel thirsty 
until you have lost 2% of your body weight in fluid.

What can YOU do?
Even when you are out on the water, ensure that you take bottles of 

water with you.  You will need to ensure that there is sufficient for each 
person in the party, whether on a boat, on the beach or picnicking in the 
park.  Most importantly keep an eye on your mates especially when you 
are outdoors for long periods of time.  Also, remember when you are 
on or near water, you not only get the direct sun, you also have the suns 
reflection coming off the water. 

If anyone starts showing any signs of heat stress, they should be 
moved to a shaded cool area and be cooled by all possible means 
including removing hat, shirt, shoes, give them cool water to drink and 
fan them vigorously.  Make sure that you radio or phone for medical 
assistance if the symptoms are progressing. 

Have a great summer everyone and stay hydrated and cool.  

Safety Corner
HEAT STRESS

By Sharon McLean – VMR Mackay
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It’s a common sight on Gold Coast waterways, anglers cutting off 
a metre or two of line and dropping it on the ground, perhaps thinking 
“what’s the harm”?

Unfortunately, this simple act causes great harm. Each year thousands 
of birds and marine animals are killed or injured due to poorly discarded 
fishing line and tackle, with only a small proportion ever detected.  

Fishing line is very durable, and continues to threaten wildlife long 
after it has been discarded. Birds particularly suffer terribly from care-
lessly dropped line. As they move through fishing areas in search of 
food, line that is practically invisible can entangle around one or both 
legs, slowly tightening and causing the limb to swell. Fishing line can’t 
expand, so it cuts deeply into the bird’s flesh, causing great pain and re-
stricting the bird’s ability to move and feed. Eventually, the line will cut 
right through the bone and amputate the affected part. If this is an entire 
foot, for many birds it will mean a slow and sad death sentence.    

However, there is a way to reduce the carnage caused by poorly 
discarded fishing line - pick it up and put it in the bin.  Unfortunately, 
not enough people do that. Our Gold Coast Seaway has the highest 
incidence of fishing debris of any urban area in Australia!  This situation 
inspired a group of committed locals who wanted to help tackle (excuse 
the pun) the issue of fishing debris on the Gold Coast, and so ‘The 
Tackle Bin Project’ was born. 

The project is based on the highly successful ‘Seal the Loop’ initia-
tive founded by Zoos Victoria in 2010. Specially designed bins, made 
of 100% recycled materials, were installed at popular fishing locations 
to facilitate the appropriate disposal of unwanted fishing rubbish and 
to encourage positive recycling behaviour from anglers and the general 
public. The program was highly successful in raising awareness and 
reducing fishing waste, resulting in countless animals being saved from 
injury and death. It has since been expanded through Victoria and NSW.  

Tackling the Scourge of 
Discarded Fishing Line

by Kellie Lindsay

Bird photos by rowley Goonan: Wild Bird rescues

On the Gold Coast, ‘The Tackle Bin Project’ is initially trialling 
eleven bins in popular recreational fishing locations on the Gold Coast.  
Three bins will be installed on the Gold Coast Seaway at the Spit, three 
at Currumbin Creek, three at Tallebudgera Creek and two at the Oxen-
ford Weir. The bins will be adopted by local environmental groups and 
committed individuals who will service the bins and audit the contents. 
All rubbish that is collected during the project will be recorded and 
correctly disposed of, including the recycling of lead sinkers. Based 
on similar trials, it is expected that the eleven bins will collect up to 2 
kilometres of fishing line per year. The bins are designed to hold the 
line captive, unlike traditional bins, where scavengers such as crows can 
remove the line, causing it to find its way back into the environment. 

The project, due to launch on Clean Up Australia Day, is a great way 
to educate anglers and the wider community about the importance of 
correctly disposing of fishing waste. The initiative has been generously 
funded by the Sea World Research and Rescue Foundation, Healthy 
Waterways, and the Gold Coast Waterways Authority. The City of Gold 
Coast will be installing the bins at no charge. If successful, it is hoped 
that the project will be expanded throughout the Gold Coast region. 

So next time you are out and see one of our distinctive Fishing Tack-
le Bins, take a few moments to look around and pick up any discarded 
fishing tackle you see. You may just be saving a life! 

For more information, check out our website at http://goldcoast-
catchments.org/gold-coast-marine-debris-network/  #tacklebinproject

Hook in foot (left) and beak (right)

pick it up and put it in the bin

‘The Tackle Bin Project’ 
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back in 1989

FORMER skipper of Southport and Surfers Paradise Air Sea Rescue boats will wind up 
the volunteer emergency service’s 21st birthday celebrations with a reunion at the Southport 
Yacht Club later this month.

Spokesman Ian Rogers said the service was still looking for former club skippers to take 
part in the celebrations.

“We have tracked down about 40 former skippers but there are still a few with whom we 
have lost contact and don’t know their whereabouts.” he said yesterday.

The club has held several events throughout the year and the skippers’ reunion on October 
25 will be the finale  of its historis year.

Mr Rogers can be contacted through the Air Sea Rescue base at Southport.
ABOVE: In a 21st birthday mood are (back row from left)former skippers John Elkes and 

George Paschedag and (front) Greg Turner, the current senior rescue co-ordinator, and John 
Martin.

Reunion plea to ex-skippers

55 911 300

      Working 
    together 
  in your 

community
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October 1975 saw the Paschedag family transferring from 
Brisbane to the Gold Coast where we had just purchased a small 
business specialising in the sale of marine and industrial paint 
coatings. 

We were also the owners of a small half cabin boat and before 1975 
had closed, George had signed up as a member of Air Sea Rescue, 
which was then based at the Southport Yacht Club.  At that stage Air Sea 
Rescue had two boats – JAYCEE II – a shark cat with inboard V8 motors 
attached to Keller jets and a smaller vessel, BARJAY,with a 6 cylinder 
engine and a Keller jet which was solely used for inshore assists.  

Everyone can remember the dangers associated with crossing the 
“old bar” and on one occasion George had arrived home from work 
around 6pm and just sitting down for dinner when a phone call came 
through regarding a mayday call from a vessel offshore.  Back into the 
car he went, picked up Kevin Blain,who was also a skipper, and off to 
the Base they raced.  On their way to the bar they discovered the vessel’s 
spotlight wasn’t working but managed to borrow one from a fisherman 
nearby (don’t know whether he ever got it back though).  Kevin was a 
very experienced skipper but was always violently ill going out through 
the bar, but once outside he would be fine.They got drenched in the 
open boat but proceeded to search for the missing vessel to no avail 
and, in time, it was ascertained by the Police that it was a false mayday.  
Unfortunately it was too dangerous to bring the boat back through the 
bar until daybreak so they had a cold, damp night offshore, as well as 
being hungry!

An interesting character who was a member of Air Sea Rescue at 
that time was an ex US Marine called Warren Kimble who lived in a 
caravan beside the Base until he had to move to the Main Beach Caravan 
Park.  He became their “Caretaker”- making sure the place was up to 
“Marine” scratch.  Warren earned the nickname “the Phantom Knob 
Twiddler” as he was always fiddling with the radios.  When Warren died, 
the US Government collected his body and returned it to the US as he 
had no known family.

In 1977 Tony White (a lovely gentleman who had spent his whole 
life at sea in the Merchant Marine) decided to step down as President 
and asked George to stand for President of the next Management 
Committee.  George was elected and set about sorting out fuel subsidies 
from the Government.  At that time Air Sea Rescue held chook raffles 
at the Yacht Club to raise money for fuel – imagine doing that now.  
After many trips to Brisbane, talking to Government Ministers, the 
subsidies were sorted out.  However, needing to put more time into our 
business, George then stepped down as President but always kept an 
eye on what was happening.  When the opportunity came for Air Sea 
Rescue to move to its present location, George asked his architect mate, 
Raphael Buldrini, to draw up plans for the building, which he did, and 
George then told him not to bother sending a bill as he was doing it for 
free, which he did!  The first stage was built by Ron McMaster Builders 
and funds were raised partly by selling bricks which were used in the 
construction for $50 per brick.

PASCHEDAG FAMILY – 
PAST AND PRESENT

by Glenys Paschedag

George is no longer actively involved in Volunteer Marine Rescue 
and we are no longer boat owners, but he always remained an Associate 
Member and “kept an eye on what was happening”.

Forward to 2011 when we sold our business and started retirement 
in July of that year.  Somewhere in the back of my mind I knew that 
once I had time, I would become involved in what was now Volunteer 
Marine Rescue.  Joining in early 2012, I obtained my radio licence and 
became a Radio Operator at the Base and the Seaway Tower.  This is 
both a very interesting “job” and also very rewarding.  Shortly after 
this I was approached to become the Functions Co-ordinator, which 
involved talking to people wishing to hire theBase facilities for parties, 
engagements, weddings, meetings, etc.  I readily accepted this position 
which also entails assisting Merv Handley in running the Sand Bar on 
many of these occasions.  This is also a great job even though we can be 
extremely busy and on our feet for many hours, we do get to meet lots of 
interesting people (we even had a Johnny Depp impersonator one night).
So, in between all of these activities, George and I still manage to have 
about three trips per year – most of these are “going bush”and we have 
seen the outback at its driest and, last October, at its best.  We drove out 
to Quilpie and the country was so green and creeks overflowing – it was 
magnificent.  A change of pace is planned for March when we head to 
Hawaii to celebrate my 70th birthday.

If anyone is sitting back at home thinking they might like to get 
involved with Volunteer Marine Rescue – don’t wait, pick up the phone 
and make the call. 

Radio Operator Glenys Paschedag and 
Past President George Paschedag



A snapshot of some of our recent activities...

• In 2015-16, we dredged 11 channels, investing $7.8M to maintain waterways access:

o The Broadwater (South Channel and South Wavebreak Island Channel)
o Tipplers Passage Navigational Channel and Main Channel North
o Biggera Creek
o Labrador Channel, Ray Newlyn Channel and Loders Creek Channel
o Cabbage Tree Point (Main Channel North)
o Jacobs Well (Main Channel North)

• Delivered around $1.2M in new recreational pontoons and upgraded pontoons
• Completed a $1.3M outdoor waterfront destination in the heart of Surfers Paradise
• Reinvigorated Doug Jennings Park with an investment of over $2M million dollars
• Invested $0.5M in building boat ramps around the Gold Coast
• Invested $1.6M in partnership with City of Gold Coast to deliver GC’s largest
• boat ramp at Broadwater Parklands

Behind the Scenes
• Planning for a land based facility in Coomera to manage dredge sediment
• Reviewing buoy moorings to coordinate mooring arrangements for the future
• Managing competing uses of popular waterways e.g. Currumbin Alley 
• Planning for the future multiple uses of our waterways
• Approving aquatic events by issuing authority for events on the water
• Providing input to Council’s approval process for pontoons and jetties
• Managing access to the Seaway through the Sand Bypass System

Speed and Behaviour on our waterways
The Consultation Report, summarising the community feedback received, can be found 
on our website, visit gcwa.qld.gov.au

Meet the Board
The GCWA Board values your feedback. Last year we held several community 
engagement sessions across the Gold Coast and will continue to do so in 2017.  

Subscribe to our e-newsletter for more information on our upcoming 'Meet the Board' sessions 
and other  waterways topics, including the Speed and Behaviour Management Strategy:

Email: mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au

About Us

Gold Coast Waterways 
Authority (GCWA) is a State 

Government statutory authority 
responsible for improving 

access to and  management of 
the Gold Coast waterways.

We're committed to ensuring 
that our waterways are a world 

class asset available to 
residents, visitors and 

businesses.

We have over 50 projects 
planned for delivery over the 

next 4 years.

To find out more about our 
program, visit gcwa.qld.gov.au 

40-44 Seaworld Drive, Main Beach Qld 4217

P: 07 5539 7350  |  E: mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au  | W: gcwa.qld.gov.au 

F: facebook.com/GoldCoastWaterwaysAuthority  
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

SUPERIOR MARINE DETAILING

Adrian Twining

0404 491 747
marinecleanoz@gmail.com

Est. 1997


