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VMR Radio Operators gathered to celebrate 

Xmas in July.

L to R: Glenys Paschedag, Pauline Allingham, 

Adrian Wagemakers, Marie Burr, Sandy Willis, 

Ronnie Lee, Charlie Henry.

Senior Skipper Merv Handley 

allowed to take the wheel on 

special occassions.

Senior Skippers line up.L to R: John Wise, Merv Handley, Trevor Park, 
Chris Leech, Greg Turner, Bruce Andersen, Steve Pomas.

Front Cover

Stll at home on 
the Broadwater

Full story on page 5.
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 PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

Another three months gone and Summer is now not far away. I’m hoping by the time you 
receive this magazine that we have taken delivery of our new vessel and you’ll be seeing it out and 

about on the Broadwater. It’s been a long time coming but we are confident it will be the perfect addition to 
our Rescue fleet. Keep an eye out for the December Vsheet for lots of pictures, specifications and a full run 
down on the build process.
 In late July I had the privilege of being involved in the renaming of our outdoor entertainment area 
to Leechy’s Lean-to in honour of Senior Skipper and Life Member Chris Leech. As you will see from the 
photos we had a great turn out of Active Members and friends of VMR attend on the day, as well as Chris 
and members of his family. It was definitely one of the best VMR functions I’ve been lucky enough to attend. 
Congratulations Chris on a well deserved honour!
 I’d also like to publicly acknowledge and thank Jazz Radio 94.1FM who have been kind enough 
to donate a new weather station for use at the Seaway Tower. This is a vital piece of equipment up there as 
many boaties rely on updates of wind speed and direction from our Seaway Tower operators. Speaking of the 
Seaway Tower I’d like to welcome one of our Radio Operators, Alan Coy to the appointed volunteer position 
of Seaway Tower Manager. Alan is quite new to our organization however brings plenty of enthusiasm and 
workplace experience to the role and I’m confident he will continue the good work that’s been done by his 
predecessors.
 As this Management Committee year comes to a close I’d like to thank the committee for the great 
work they’ve done over the last 12 months. We’ve had some tough decisions and challenges to overcome but 
by working together we have finished the year in a stronger position then where we started. Thank you all for 
the support.
 Safe boating and I’ll see you on the water.

 Regards

Steve Pomas
PRESIDENT

Hank Waalkens
Ted Bennett
Mike Tyquin
Terry Coles
David Cronin
Brian Clifford
Trevor Lee
Richard Byrne

John Williams
Rory Solomon
Mervyn Ryan
Dianne O’Neill
Brent Cosgrove
Gabriel Smith
Barry Woodberry
Clive Bristow

David Corrie
Barry Hill
(Sun Engineering)
Sean McMonagle
Max Kirwan
Michael Tarer
Ian Kimsmill  

Our sincere thanks go to all those people who have 
contributed to the purchase of a new rescue vessel 

including:

VESSEL REPLACEMENT 
CONTRIBUTIONS

http://www.vmrsouthport.com.au/donation_new.php
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Sunday 20.07.14, we were returning from some training on the Broadwater when 
we spotted a little steamboat chugging along the channel near Marina Mirage.

 We waved to the friendly skipper, a jolly looking gentleman with his captain’s 
hat and he replied with a steam filled toot of his horn. We pulled up alongside the vessel 
and asked the skipper’s permission if we could take some photos for our Vsheet and he 
kindly agreed. We enquired as to the birth of the vessel, and found out that the base was 
made from an old rowboat, and everything else had been built by himself. Powered by 
sectors of old paling fences, this wood-fired little boat is still living in the age of steam.
 A kind thank you to Les, the skipper of the steamboat, for letting us tell his 
story and share some photos of his hard work and dedication to keeping something so 
simple and vintage, alive in this day and age of advanced boating.

The Little Local Steamboat

with Jayde Morris

Out and about on White Crew
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On a recent weekend, whilst undertaking offshore training, Blue Crew 
was advised of a vessel that had capsized on the 24 fathom reef 

east of the Gold Coast Seaway. In the company of the Gold Coast Water 
Police, two VMR Southport vessels were despatched to the given location 
to find an overturned tinnie, with two wet passengers having been picked 
up by another vessel in the area. Under Police instruction the vessel was 
righted and towed to the Grand boat ramp. Being a perfect winters day 
with very flat offshore conditions it remains unclear to VMR how the 
incident occurred.

A boatie recently exiting the Gold Coast Seaway notified VMR 
Southport of a vessel floating partly submerged and upside down. A 

VMR crew was quickly on the scene, locating the vessel, an 8 foot tender, 
which correctly, was partly submerged and upside down. On further 
inspection the tender had also probably been in the water for about 10 
years, being covered in marine growth and in very poor condition. The 
Water Police were notified and instructed that the vessel be towed to the 
Maritime Safety Qld Base at Main Beach.
              

The Queensland Ambulance Service ( QAS ) recently requested a VMR 
Southport First Responder to attend to a patient who had fallen ill 

on a whale watching vessel east of Main Beach. VMR vessel Marine 
Rescue 1 was despatched and met the vessel just offshore of the Gold 
Coast Seaway to find a patient complaining of chest pain and nausea. 
After initial treatment was given by the First Responder, the patient was 
transported back to the VMR Base to awaiting Emergency Paramedics. 
After being transported to hospital, VMR Southport was later informed 
by the patients friend that Doctors were treating the man for a severe case 
of seasickness.

Occurring on the same afternoon as the previous incident, QAS again 
requested assistance from VMR Southport First Responders to a 

parasailing incident involving 2 female patients who had suffered a heavy 
landing. Two First responders attended, initially treating the patients before 
being backed up by Emergency Paramedics and a Doctor transported to 
the scene by Rescue helicopter. Both patients were transported back to 
Southport to an awaiting Ambulance for transport to hospital. The Doctor 
and Paramedics didn’t suspect major injuries to either patient.

VMR Southport were recently tasked to assist a boatie who had 
experienced a mechanical failure, claiming to be 26 nautical miles 

north east of Southport. After sourcing the vessels GPS co-ordinates 
and turning the situation into a navigation exercise, a VMR vessel was 
sent to the vessels location. As per how the VMR crew had charted and 
calculated the vessels position, the vessel was located 17 nautical miles 
north east of Southport and towed back to Runaway Bay. Another great 
training exercise for the VMR crew concerned.

NOTABLE  JOBS

with Glenn Norris

SOME STATS
ACTIVATIONS APRIL

2014
MAY
2014

JUNE
2014

Towed Vessels 63 13 31

Jump Starts 9 1 1

Pump Outs 2

Transporting 8 12 3

Fire

Standby 8 2

Medical 3 2

Searches 3 1

Dispersal of Ashes 2 1 3

Public Relations 8 Boat Show 8

Crew Training 69 62 75

Groundings 15 1 4

Other 5 2 2

TOTALS     193 92 134

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

Senior Crew
Mark Raff  (Green Crew)
Sean O’Hanlon

Crew
Craig Maloney (Red 
Crew)
Jade Morris (White 
Crew)

Sarah Race (Red Crew)
Ann Harzer
Recruit
Annabel Hilton 
Jessie Taylor

Radio Operators
Alan Coy
Ronnie Lee

VMR Southport’s Charter

To save and assist in saving life and property at sea.

To provide personnel and equipment in order to carry 
out search and rescue operations at sea and on the 
Gold Coast waterways.

To liaise and work with other marine rescue groups.

To undertake campaigns to educate members of the 
boating public in matters of marine safety.
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My burning desire within the organiztion is to:
That we keep our high standard and keep going 
forward.

Anything else you would like to add:
Thanks for the friendships that I have gained through 
the organization.

http://www.primecomposites.com.au/
http://www.wrino.com/
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Bruce AndersenBruce Andersen

http://runawaybaypontoonboats.com/


 

 One of the most valuable pieces of safety equipment is life jack-
ets and Personal Floatation Devices (PFD).  As their name suggests; they 
keep you afloat and are designed to save lives.  It could be your life that 
could be saved by one of these basic lifesaving devices whilst you’re on 
the water.

Life jackets and personal 
flotation devices
Lifejackets are the most important piece of safety equipment on any 
recreational vessel.

 A lifejacket must be carried for each person on board all ves-
sels, unless exempt. It must be the correct size for the wearer and in good 
working condition. But it can’t save your life unless you’re wearing it.
 Penalties may apply to the owners and masters of vessels found 
not carrying lifejackets, or if there are not enough lifejackets for everyone 
on board. Penalties may also apply if occupants are not wearing lifejack-
ets when they are required to do so.
 More importantly, if you are not wearing your lifejacket, it 
cannot save your life.
 It is compulsory to wear a life jacket:
• when crossing a coastal bar(Gold Coast Seaway, Currumbin Bar, 

Tallebudgera Bar, Jumpinpin Bar) in an open boat that is less than 
4.8 m in length 

• if you are under the age of 12 in an open boat that is less than 4.8 m 
in length, while it is under way.

• Riding or passenger on a PWC

Stowage of life jackets 
 Boat owners or skippers must give each person on board infor-
mation about where the safety equipment is kept and clearly sign where 
life jackets are stowed. The labels must have the words ‘life jacket’ in red 
text on a white background or white text on a red background.  

Life jackets/personal flotation 
devices must comply with standards
 
 Life jackets or personal flotation devices must meet certain 
standards Where you will be operating your boat will depend on the type 
of life jacket you need.  

• For smooth waters you can have a type 1, 2 or 3, for partially smooth 
waters you can have a type 1 or 2, for beyond partially smooth waters 
you need a type 1. 

• For activities such as waterskiing PFD type 2, 3 or a wetsuit with 
inbuilt flotation a PFD type 3 in smooth water limits. PFD type 2 in 
partially smooth water limits. 

• In smooth waters, personal watercraft require a PFD type 2 or 3 or 
a wetsuit withinbuilt flotation approved as PFD type 3. In partially 
smooth waters and beyond personal watercraft require PFD type 2. 

 

 

 If life jackets are not visible to passengers, there must be a sign 
indicating where they are stowed so that passengers know where to find 
them. The sign must be either red letters on a white background or white 
letters on a red background

 For a life jacket or personal flotation device (PFD) to comply 
with a particular standard, certain information required under that stan-
dard must be displayed.

Under standard AS 4758 Under previous standards
Level 275 
Level 150  

Coastal life jacket

Level 275 
Level 150 
Level 100  

PFD type 1 
(AS 1512–1996)

Level 50 PFD type 2 
(AS 1499–1996)

Level 50 special purpose PFD type 3 
(AS 2260–1996)

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR PFDs 
 Here are some important points to remember about PFDs to 
avoid getting a fine:
• Life jackets should be accessible at all times; if they aren’t visible 

to passengers you must clearly sign where life jackets are stowed. 
• They must be kept in good condition. 
• They must fit the wearer – ill-fitting PFDs won’t meet the safety 

equipment requirement. 
• Do not use PFDs as a cushion. 
• Make sure you know how to put them on quickly. 
• PFDs should be marked correctly to ensure they comply with stan-

dards.

Inflatable PFDs/life jackets

 Inflatable life jackets are approved equipment and must comply 
with the same standards that are applied to foam PFDs. They must be gas 
inflated and not rely on oral inflation only.
 Inflatable PFDs used on a recreational boat must show an 
expiry date and be serviced by the manufacturer or authorised service 
centre annually. Alternatively, where the manufacturer has established a 
documented servicing program the owner or master can service the PFD 
themselves, providing they can produce documentary evidence showing 
adherence to the servicing program. 
 Stay safe and I’ll see you out there.
 Lucas Young
 Senior Sergeant
 Officer in Charge
 Gold Coast Water Police

September is the month to start preparing your vessel and equip-
ment for the ensuing Spring and Summer seasons.  Our beautiful 

waterways of the Gold Coast aren’t getting any bigger but they are 
getting a lot busier with increased vessel registrations compounding 
every year.  As usual. SAFETY is paramount.  In the next few issues 
I will focus on some of the more important aspects of vessel safety.

TYPE 1

TYPE 3

TYPE 2

SAFETY 
is paramount.

with Snr Sgt Lucas Young
Gold Coast Water Police
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On the scene staff conducted a veterinary assessment including collecting 
blood, skin and blow samples while other staff prepared the rescue gear 
and boats required for this type of rescue operation. As no rescue could be 
attempted that evening due to tidal and light conditions, the team stayed 
with the whale all night, monitoring its breathing and stress vocalisations 
and prepared to launch the following morning.
Wednesday 9 July 
As the sun began to rise rescue boats Sea World One and Sea World Two 
were on stand-by for the moment there was enough light to operate safely, 
while the beach team were securing a specially designed harness around 
the whale’s pectoral fins. Sea World designed this harness in 1992 and 
was the first organisation in the world to successfully conduct this type of 
rescue on a baleen whale. 
As the rescue efforts commenced, it was clear that the whale’s position 
high on the beach was going to make for a difficult rescue as it limited the 
amount of water reaching the whale, even at high tide, creating enormous 
resistance when the boat attempted to pull the whale free. 
The rope on the specially designed harness is designed to snap if it ex-
ceeds a certain amount of pressure, otherwise injury could be caused to 
the whale’s pectoral fins where the harness is attached. During the morn-
ing, the team conducted several rescue attempts with the roping breaking 
several times. The rescue efforts were then postponed due to the outgoing 
tide and the risk to the whale. 
The team cared for the whale throughout the day by protecting it from the 
sun and pouring water over it to reduce overheating and stop its skin dry-
ing out. During this time excavators, provided by local and state govern-
ment, arrived and dug a trench to assist in the towing efforts planned for 
the next high tide that afternoon.
With a 1.6m high tide coming in, compared to a 1.2m tide that morning, 
the team were optimistic. As the tide came in, the sand beneath the whale 
became unstable, which resulted in a very dangerous situation for the res-
cue team and whale. The team supported the whale to help it battle with 
the current and stability, but on two occasions the whale rolled on its back, 
covering its blow hole and preventing it from breathing. During this time, 

the rescue team had to exit the water as it was extremely dangerous in the 
rough surf and with the size of the whale. Fortunately the whale righted 
itself on both occasions to the relief of all involved. 
As soon as it was safe to re-enter the water, the Sea World Research & 
Rescue team alongside QPWS re-attached the harness, however, despite 
repeated attempts to pull the whale into deeper water, the light faded to a 
point where it was too dangerous to continue and a call was made to try 
again in the morning. The team stayed with the whale throughout another 
freezing night and monitored its breathing and stress levels.
Thursday 10 July 
At first light on Thursday 10 July, the team launched a third rescue effort. 
Rescue efforts were slowed due to the rope breaking, as it’s designed to 
do, however each attempt moved the whale further offshore. On the fourth 
attempt, the whale turned, causing the harness to fall off, and the tired 
whale washed back into shore. 
On the fifth attempt, Sea World One was able to pull the animal out past 
most of the breakers, the harness dropped away and the whale began to 
swim out to deeper waters much to the jubilation of rescuers and the large 
crowd watching over the morning’s attempts.
Sea World One stayed with the whale as it headed out to sea, and after a 
couple of hours, left it swimming strongly north east with powerful blows 
- a very good sign.
The whale has not been tagged but can be identified visually, and the 
Sea World Research & Rescue Foundation’s network of whale spotting 
volunteers who survey the coast during the whale migration season are 
on high alert.
While the whale would be very sore and tired from the 38 hours it spent 
stranded on the beach, there were no visible signs of injury and the results 
from the blood tests revealed no cause for concern.
The Sea World Research & Rescue team would like to thank everyone in-
volved in the successful rescue of this whale, and the team are cautiously 
optimistic about the young whale’s future.
Watch a video of this amazing release at seaworld.com.au/research-and-
rescue 

with Belle McCarthy

On the evening of Tuesday 8 July 2014, the Sea World Research & Rescue 
team received a call about a stranded juvenile Humpback Whale at 

Palm Beach. The team, alongside Queensland Parks and Wildlife Services 
(QPWS), Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) and 
ORRCA, immediately sprung into action, sending staff to the beach to assess 
the 8m and up to 20 tonne whale.

10 Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Juvenile Humpback Whale 
trapped at Palm Beach.

http://seaworld.com.au/research-and-rescue.aspx


VMR Southport will again have a stand at the 
Expo and Active Members will be on hand to 
help with any enquiries. If you are not a mem-
ber, this is your opportunity to explore the ben-
efits  available and to offer much needed support 
. The Expo will be open for three days.
 Event and Marketing Manager Emma 
Milne said “The Gold Coast International Ma-
rine Expo is a not-for-profit event run by the ma-
rine industry for the marine industry – it brings 
together everything from super yachts to fishing 
equipment and jet skis … and everything else in 
between.”
 “Expo showcases a massive array of 
marine equipment, accessories and boats … and 
gives the enthusiasts the best chance to get afloat 
before the summer and Christmas seasons,” she 
said.
 “The 3km-long Expo circuit at the 
Gold Coast Marine Precinct at Coomera will 
also feature a huge range of live attractions and 
demonstrations every 15 minutes.
 The Gold Coast International Marine 
Expo also raises much-needed funds for worthy 
charities, to date providing over $50,000 to the 
Rotary Club of Coomera River, Paradise Kids, 
Sailability Gold Coast and the Westpac Lifesav-
er Helicopter Rescue Service.
 The 2014 Expo will again offer free 
on-site parking and there will be a nominal entry 
fee of $8 per adult, $5 for seniors while children 
under the age of 15 years will be admitted free.
 We will also have a new layout to fur-
ther enhance the Expo experience, including one 
central food court, even more entertainment and 
a new indoor/outdoor-style marquee as a display 
option.”

Marine Expo returns to the Gold Coast
Visit our VMR stand

The Gold Coast International Marine Expo returns to the Gold Coast 
for another fabulous week-end from October 17-19.

Visit the VMR stand at the Gold Cast International Marine Expo - 
October 17-19
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It has been said that a funeral service will always out a 
person’s life – none so truer than in the case of recently 

departed Jeff Bluff (Bluffy) Senior Radio Operator who passed 
away in June 2014.
Although being with VMR Southport since 1992 his Active 
Member colleagues all seemed to know the same few things, a 
microcosm of his life as it turned out.
 First to speak at Jeff’s funeral on behalf of her younger brother, 
Logan, and herself, was Kelly.  Jeff was a neighbour of their mother 
when they were babes.  Over the years Jeff became their surrogate 
father, dropping and fetching, teaching how to ride a bike, drive a car, 
encouraging them in their education and life skills.   Jeff’s care, guidance 
and concern for their welfare and will certainly be missed.
 There was really no need for a speaker from Queensland 
Police Service as the number in attendance, in various states of uniform, 
attested to the respect he had garnered for his invaluable service to their 
requirements at all hours of the day and night.  Nevertheless, his many 
years of faithful and diligent service were honoured and acknowledged by 
QPS representatives. 
 As a JP, Jeff was one of the first to volunteer for duty at the 
Southport Courthouse on a pilot scheme some ten years ago and was 
one of only two of the original band still involved last year.  His quiet, 
confident nature made him a natural with people dealing with the legal 
side of life, on whichever side of the law they were involved with it seems.  
It was suggested that perhaps his constant supply of chocolate assisted in 
making him such a drawcard, but an affable nature makes people come 
back repeatedly.
 Turns out his Monday opening shifts and conducting MROCP 
courses regularly for VMR Southport for years did not equate to enough 
marine volunteering for Jeff.   His dedication to Sailability, boating for 
the disabled, was acknowledged with much appreciation and he is missed 
from his weekly safety boat operations. 
 As for VMR Southport, here’s how we remembered Jeff as 
represented by our Operations Controller, Glenn Norris:

Good Afternoon Ladies and Gentleman, my name is Glenn Norris and I 
have been asked to give an insight today into Jeff Bluff’s life with Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Southport or VMR as most of you know it.
	 Just	last	year	Jeff	received	his	20	year	service	certificate	with	
VMR Southport. He was proud as punch, I remember it vividly.
 Jeff was a lovely man but a lonely man. Jeff also never said 
much. In fact when I was asked to do this presentation I had to make a few 
phone calls to some other long term VMR members to see what they knew 
about Jeff, because in my 18 years with VMR and knowing him I knew 
very little about him. I think he once told me his working life was in the 
steelworks of Newcastle in New South Wales and I also vaguely remember 
him mentioning something about the mines in Western Australia, however 
I	can’t	confirm	that.	I	also	vaguely	remember	something	about	a	serious	
back injury terminating his working career.
	 One	 thing	 I	 can	 confirm	 is	 that	 Jeff	 worked	 tirelessly	 in	 a	
volunteer capacity. For as long as I can remember Jeff did the Monday 
morning	radio	shift	at	VMR.	This	suited	Jeff	perfectly	as	this	shift	finished	
at 10am, which in turn gave him time to then go up to the Southport 
Courthouse and perform his Justice of the Peace duties for those who had 
misbehaved on the weekend. Jeff never stopped talking about being a JP, 
sometimes to the point where he would drive everyone insane.
 Jeff’s keenness was unmatched. His Monday radio shift would 
commence at 6am and many a time he would have to be told not to turn 

with Diana Gibson
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Dispersal of Jeff’s ashes in the Broadwater

up at 5.15 and wake the night Radio Operator up. I remember Jeff turning 
up for a VMR Annual General Meeting once. The meeting started at 2pm. 
Jeff arrived at 11.30. He asked me if the meeting time could be brought 
forward just for him, as his afternoon required him to be in two places at 
once. The other place being the Runaway Bay sailing club where he drove 
the safety boat for the disabled community who were learning to sail. Jeff 
often talked about his love of performing this vital community service.
	 Jeff	assisted	me	a	couple	of	years	ago	in	selling	raffle	 tickets	
in	 a	VMR	 raffle	 at	 the	Runaway	Bay	 shopping	 centre.	 I	was	 the	 ticket	
salesman and Jeff was the ticket writer. Every 2nd person that walked past 
knew Jeff. He spent 90% of the morning chatting to all these people and 
I spent the rest of the time waiting for him to catch up writing out the 
tickets. He was a very quiet achiever and didn’t socialise much but had a 
huge number of comrades. Jeff would proudly tell you he knew every 2nd 
Policeman on the Gold Coast and those that he hadn’t assisted obviously 
didn’t know him. 
 For many years Jeff would come to VMR and instruct the 
Marine Radio Licence Course. Hundreds of people have been taught how 
to use marine radios by Jeff Bluff. Jeff loved doing this too. Every course 
he would have 10 – 15 students enrol and after every course he would 
gloat, another 100% pass rate.
 I remember Jeff falling ill once in the 2nd week of a 5 week 
course. The course could not continue without Jeff and hence was 

cancelled.	The	following	course	Jeff	was	back,	fit	and	well	and	most	of	the	
students re-enrolled to complete the Course. One of the female students 
innocently asked Jeff why he had been ill and what was wrong with him. 
He	explained	he	had	been	fitted	with	a	colostomy	bag	and	proceeded	to	
lift his trouser leg and show them. Jeff only had a 50% pass rate that class 
as	most	students	failed	to	finish	the	Course	after	that	unexpected	event.
 Jeff’s health had been failing for a number of years. He didn’t 
need to tell us that, nor did he complain about it, it was obvious to see. 
I remember the Vice President of VMR Southport, David McDonald, a 
personal friend of Jeff’s having the heartbreaking task of informing him 
that	due	to	his	ailing	health	that	he	would	require	a	Doctors	certificate	
clearance if he wanted to continue his Radio Operator duties. Jeff knew 
he wouldn’t get one and graciously retired.
 Just a number of weeks ago I saw Jeff over at the Courthouse. 
He looked extremely ill and I could tell his days were numbered. He 
explained how he had been in hospital recently and had had a number of 
heart attacks whilst in there. He then went on to tell me that, if and when 
his time was up, he wanted it to be doing something he loved. That is why 
he	would	never	give	up	his	JP	duties,	until	that	final	day.
 Jeff will be sadly missed in every circle in which he was involved 
and his legacy will live on and never be forgotten.
 May you rest in peace Jeff

VALE : JEFFREY JAMES BLUFF   

Senior Radio Operator Jeff Bluff on duty at the VMR Base
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 Everyone was up having their morning cup of coffee in the 
radio room. The sun had not long risen and a gentle WSW wind was 
blowing across the Broadwater, when the phone rang at 0611. ‘This is 
the Wild Bird Rescue. Are you available to transport us to Wavebreak 
Island to attend to an injured pelican?’ ‘Certainly!’ Was the reply. 
 At 0621 the front gate was opened and Rowley the Rescue 
Officer from RSPCA arrived. After a briefing, Marine Rescue 3 departed 
Base for Wavebreak Island at 0626 with Skipper Glenn, Craig and, on 
her first job, Carli.
 With Skipper Glenn at the helm the crew found the pelican on 
the South end of Carters Bank. The bird was in the shallows afloat, but 
hardly moving, putting up little resistance to being captured. A towel 
was wrapped around it, as the Skipper was worried that his back deck 
may become soiled. Marine Rescue 3 returned to Base at 0657 and 
Rowley departed for Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary and Skipper Glenn 
was gratefully relieved that the bird hadn’t!
 It was thought that the bird may have had Botulism poisoning. 
At the time of writing the outcome of this event is unknown but 
hopefully all is well. 
 A great start to the day!!

 ‘OK. Let’s go for a run offshore.’ So three crew and a skipper 
head off for the outside and with life jackets on we round the corner of 
the main channel into the Seaway. The radio call is made to Seaway 
Tower when we look up to see two people in the water holding onto a 
jet-ski. With an outgoing tide, this does not look good. Pulling up beside 
the jet-ski we ask if they are alright. “Mate,” he says breathlessly. “we 
got hit by a wave (there was about a half metre swell) and got thrown 
off and we have lost the keys!.” 
 “So, you would like a tow back to where you came from?” we 
asked politely.
 “Oh, yeah!” came the breathless reply. We connected the tow 
and brought the two men onto our boat and called Seaway Tower to 
advise them to please log us off as we were taking this jet-ski back to 

Injured pelican with RSPCA Officer Rowley

the ramp. The operator asked what had happened and he was informed 
that they had lost their keys. I don’t think I have heard someone laugh 
so much on the airwaves in a long time. 
 The funniest thing was, though, that after the operator called 
“Out” there came an anonymous call which simply said, “Didn’t they 
think to pin the keys to their life jacket?” 
 So, after stopping along the beach at the Spit to pick up car 
keys the duo were safely returned to the boat ramp. 
 The moral of the story is simple. Plan your trip, know your 
limitations (this was the first outing by this duo) and your vessel 
limitations and consider all eventualities BEFORE you leave Terra 
Firma. Boat Safely!

Then there was the one about . . . 

Guy Coubrough
Black Crew

The Funny things 
You Come Across
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Active Members joined together in recognition of 
the  support given to VMR Southport over the years 
by Past President and Senior Skipper Chris Leech.

Chris Leech acknowledged 
for his contribution

Chris and wife Pat

Senior Radio Operator Marie Burr 
in company with Senior Skippers 

Bruce Andersen (left) and 
Greg Turner.

Retired member Margaret 
Armstrong (right) with Senior 
Skipper John Wise and long 
time supporter Elaine Harris.

Left:
Members get to-

gether on this special 
occassion.
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Above: 
Radio Operators L to 
R: Laurance Prasad, 
Glenys Paschedag, 
Bev Weldon, Adrian 
Wagemakers, Diana 

Gibson, Barbara 
Harris, Tony Hillier
Front row:  Pauline 
Allingham, Charlie 

Henry



Deakin Switching Centre, Canberra
 

The Deakin Switching Centre, at 107 Kent Street, in the Canberra suburb 
of Deakin, was a central communication point for the Australian tracking 
stations. Part of the worldwide NASCOM network, it was a key link in the 
chain that is often forgotten. 
 Housed on a floor of the Deakin Telephone Exchange, the cen-
tre was established in 1965 to facilitate communications between DSIF 42 
(i.e DSS 42 Tidbinbilla) and the Deep Space Network headquarters at the 
Jet Propulsion Lab in California. (Previously, communications from DSIF 
41 – i.e. DSS 41 at Island Lagoon, Woomera – had been sent to JPL via a 
switching centre in Adelaide.)
 When the Manned Space Flight Network was formed, Deakin 
was the natural choice for the Australian communications hub. Kevyn 
Westbrook was the Officer in Charge. (Previously, he had been at Muchea, 
then oversaw much of the installation of Carnarvon. Next he transferred 
to Weapons Research Establishment at Salisbury with some responsibility 
for the initial installation at Orroral Valley and Honeysuckle Creek. From 
there he began the installation of the new NASCOM hub at Deakin.)
 

Deakin’s Manager, Kevyn Westbrook, writes –

Here is my account of the NASCOM Switch-
ing Center timeline and operations 
 The NASA Com Center was established in the undeveloped 

ground floor of the Deakin Telephone Exchange. My first thought when 
I looked through the door into what was to be the location of the Univac 
418 Computers was “This is a hell of a place to put a computer” as I was 
looking at just a pile of dirt – the remains of the hillside where the ex-
change was built. 
 A little later in 1965 I had a second look and was pleased to see 
that the dirt had gone and in its place was a gleaming set of rooms nearly 
ready for the installation of the two 418 computers and associated periph-
erals, the TTY equipment and the Voice Data switching system. Installa-
tion commenced later in 1965, together with the recruitment and training 
of the first of the 28 staff who were to provide 24/7 coverage. 
 Although I can’t remember the exact date that the Center com-
menced operation I do know it was around the latter part of 1965. At no 
time was the Nascom Traffic from any of the stations under the control 
of the Central Exchange (At Civic not Kingston) as there was neither the 
equipment or the expertise available. Central or OTC was the first point of 
entry as far as fault reporting and circuit restoral was concerned.
 

 My appointment as Switching Center manager was confirmed, and 
I moved my family to CBA in 1966, and remained as the OIC through to the 
first launch – and return – of the Space Shuttle. This ended a 21 year involve-
ment with NASA that began with the Mercury project at Muchea in 1960. 
 Communications from the Center in the first few years cov-
ered a number of tracking stations. Australia – Carnarvon, Cooby Creek 

My part in history.  

 In 1960 I was appointed as a telephone technician at the Surfers Paradise Telephone 
Exchange.  Three years later in 1963 I went to Atherton with the PMG as Senior Technician 
and while I was there I saw a job in the Government Gazette for a Technical Assistant with 
Dept. of Supply, seconded to NASA at the Communication Centre in Canberra.  I applied 
for the job and to my surprise I got the job and in 1966 we moved to Canberra.  I spent 7 
years there which included the moon landing and return of the Apollo 13 Astronauts which 
was a very exciting time.  The role of the Honysuckle Creek Tracking Station played an 
important part in the Apollo Missions.  This article is about the Deakin Switching Centre 
where I worked.  I had seen this article before and in the last 5 years the writer has included 
a photo of the Deakin Switch and that is me operating the Switcher.  I didn’t know this photo 
existed.  I worked at the Deakin Switching Centre until 1973 and then again in 1982-3 when 
they were short staffed.  It was an exciting time and the highlights were of course Apollo 11 
and more so Apollo 13.   The movie Apollo 13 with Tom Hanks was close to the truth and not 
embellished much at all.

A look at the past of 
  Don Macfarlane

Radion Operator - VMR Southport

The Deakin Switch was run by Kevyn Westbrook 
seen standing on the right. Kevyn had begun his 
space tracking career as the Communications 
Supervisor at Muchea.
Photo: Hamish Lindsay.  

Deakin Telephone Exchange in 2009.  
No longer used for NASA communications, Dea-
kin Exchange still looks very much as it did during 
Apollo. Here’s the original door – and one added 
since NASCOM days.
Photos: Mike Dinn. 

with Don Macfarlane
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(Queensland), Woomera, Orroral Valley, Honeysuckle and Tidbinbilla. In 
addition we had circuits to Johannesburg, and during mission periods to 
the Indian Ocean Ship (IOS), and to the various ARIA aircraft. These were 
communicated to via the OTC HF radio stations at Sydney, and Perth. 
 The links to the NASCOM at the Goddard Space flight Center 
in the USA varied as to the demand as these were very costly to oper-
ate and also that circuit capacity was very limited out of Australia before 
the advent of the Comsat, and from memory ranged from 5 to 8. These 
circuits, as well as those to the tracking stations external to CBA, were 
routed separately via microwave or coax cable to provide as much diver-
sity as possible. The local stations were all routed via diversified cables. 
 The responsibility of the Center was to maximise the use of the 
available circuits to the States, as the Tracking Strations were supporting 
different missions (often simultaneously) eg Orroral Satellite Tracking 
and Data Network (Earth Orbital), Cooby Creek ATS (Advanced Technol-
ogy Satellite), Tidbinbilla and Woomera the Deep Space Network (DSN) 
and of course the Manned Space Flight Network (MSFN). 
 The quality and availability of all circuits – Teletype, Voice and 
Data was also critical, and in the days of open wire systems most of the 
fault location of data errors was conducted by the Center as the official 
statement was to the effect that as PMG was not geared for Data transmis-
sion the cause of data errors had first to be identified. An example of this 
was random burst errors occurring on a circuit to Carnarvon. This took a 
lot of effort involving the Center and PMG. Eventually, the problem was 
traced to the operation of a relay switching the oven heater on the crystal 
of the carrier system at Port Augusta – the sudden slight drop in voltage 
caused the frequency to vary by a small amount. PMG reported back that 
a new system had been flown in to Port Augusta next day to replace the 
existing one and all was well. This only one example of the tremendous 
support provided by PMG.
 

 All equipment installed at the Center (with the ex-
ception of the Teletype ) was maintained by the Center staff. 
 PMG (later Telecom, later.... etc) as well as the OTC were all very 
conscious of the impact that the impact on a mission of loss of comms would 
have and were therefore most supportive. PMG appointed a NASA Liason 
Engineer as my point of contact should problems of a major nature occur. I 
found the degree of support that was provided at all levels – sometimes with-
out question extremely gratifying and something I shall always remember. 
 
Kevyn Westbrook

Mike Dinn writes:

 “Three letter codes were used for the network stations, and 
other NASA elements connected to NASCOM (which I think was every 
facility including JPL and DSN) headquartered at Goddard, Maryland. 
 
 Add one letter in front – G for Goddard, J JPL, M Houston, 
H Huntsville, K Kennedy, A for Australia, L for (the original) London 
switching centre for Madrid and Jo’burg – and that was the teletype ad-
dress. 

The Deakin Switch.
Large, Larger.
Photo from the Lloyd Bott collection. 

 ACRO was Carnarvon, ACSW was Canberra Switching center 
(Deakin). The US stations were usually G, because Goddard was respon-
sible for them – eg GGWM, GHAW, GBDA. 
 Honeysuckle was initially known on the manned flight net as 
“Canberra” code CNB and the teletype address was ACNB but when any-
body called down the line for “Canberra” our Canberra Switch [Deakin] 
would often respond. 
 So the name was changed to Honeysuckle, HSK and address 
AHSK.”
 Over time, Deakin became the key switching centre for all te-
lemetry and voice for the new Australian tracking stations. 
 Deakin closed in 1988 when CDSCC Tidbinbilla took on the 
role.

An overview of NASCOM – The NASA 
Communications network for Apollo 
11.  
From a Goddard diagram, with colour 
added by Hamish Lindsay.
See also the NASCOM circuits in the 
MSFN section.

The Deakin switch glass door.  
This glass door formed the entrance 
to the Deakin Switch section of the 
Deakin Telephone Exchange. Now 
stored at CDSCC, the door is deco-
rated with decals from the later Apollo 
missions, early Shuttle flights and 
other missions supported.
Photo: Colin Mackellar (with apologies 
for the blurry picture!)
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There is a more somber history to the wreck of the Aquarian which 
resulted in the benefits all boaties now enjoy when leaving the Seaway. 

 This trawler (Aquarian) sunk on the 1st May 1986 and was owned and 
skippered by professional fisherman Malcolm Taylor who was a fisherman all of 
his life starting as a young man trolling for tuna off the southern NSW coast at 
Eden. 
 The Seaway Tower construction was a result of Malcolm’s tragic 
drowning on the trawler. Construction of the tower was instigated by his brother 
Bruce also a local boating identity, with the help of Minister Martin Tenni in the 
National Party. Thus ensuring safe passage and hopefully no repeat of the tragic 
day. 
 The tower is named in Malcolm’s honour and has a large photo hanging 
on the wall in the stairwell of the tower as well as a plaque on the outside of the 
tower. (Information supplied by Malcolm’s nephew)

Recent weather conditions have exposed 
the wreck of the Aquarian.

with Ian Banks

Diving the Gold Coast

The Aquarian at rest.The Malcolm Taylor Tower
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 Every time you walk along the beach millions of grains of 
sand move beneath your feet. At a glance it’s just sand, but when viewed 
through a microscope, you can see that the grains are actually colourful 
fragments of gem, coral, minerals and shells.
 That’s because sand is the remnants of weathered rock and 
shelled creatures; broken down by waves and wind over hundreds of mil-
lions of years.
 Each individual grain has its own, amazing geographic and 
biological history. For instance, scientists have discovered that a grain of 
sand found in the Jack Hills in Western Australia is actually a tiny crystal 
of zircon and is 4.4 billion years old (go to page 30 of the link). To put that 
in perspective, it’s thought that the Earth itself is about 4.5 billion years 
old.
  Back on the Gold Coast, the coastal landscape we are 
familiar with today has been evolving for over 65 million years. Linked 
to the explosive Focal Peak Volcano (west of Mt Barney), which erupted 
24million years ago, evidence of the fluids flows of basalt can be seen at 
Burleigh Heads. Then the last ice age in the Pleistocene era (1.6 

MYA – 100,000 years ago) largely contributed to the erosion of 
sediments and the shape of the landscape we now call the Gold Coast. 
Meaning, the sand on our beaches is thought to be thousands to millions 
of years old. 

 So who knows — the sand you may find through your car after 
you visit the beach could have seen life on Earth evolve, as our coast is a 
living museum. 
 For further information please see Rocks and Landscapes of 
the Gold Coast and Hinterland by Warwick Willmott.

Our coast is a living museum

Our sandy Gold Coast highway is a living museum 

with Naomi Edwards
Griffith Centre for Coastal Management
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Ryan Williams
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