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It was Glenn’s 40th birthday 
on Saturday the 14th. Natalie 

McAuley baked him a cake with 
a dinosaur on it. Black and Blue 
crew sang happy birthday to him 

at Black crews debrief.  

Natalie McAuley  (Blue crew) 
at the Seaway Tower with Simon C-Cooper

AVCG in support

Hail storm at Saltwater Creek

Queensland Fire & Emergency Service (QFES) 
Southport Officers, Acting Inspector Neil Dover 

and Station Officer Peter McMillan attended VMR 
training night and displayed some good new fire 

fighting gear.

Senior Radio Operator Adrian Wagemakers and 
Senior Crew John Lang selling raffle tickets and 

arranging new memberships at the 
Gold Coast International Marine Expo 

MRQ visitors to training night, President Keith Williams and 
Training Officers Robert Brock and Gary Radford

congratulate Senior Skipper Steve Pomas on his election as 
President VMR Southport.
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support our supporters

President’s 

Report

Steve Pomas
PRESIDENT
2013- 2014

Hi Everyone and welcome to the 
Christmas edition of the V Sheet. 

 It’s been an exciting couple of months since 
I’ve taken over the President’s role and it looks like 
that trend will continue. 
 As the VMR management year progresses 
we have a number of large projects on the go. The 
Senior Skippers of our organization are overseeing 
the build process for a replacement vessel for Marine 
Rescue 3. We have chosen a 2400 Noosa Cat as the 
replacement vessel for our 6m RIB and we should see 
that on the water around the middle of next year. Look 
out for updates in coming editions of the V Sheet.
 Our Operations Controller Glenn Norris 
is heading up a team that is looking after the 
replacement of our 30yr old radio antenna tower. Over 
the last few years the weather has been hard on the 
existing structure so a new concrete monopole has 
been selected as a replacement. Once there is a little 
more certainty about when (or if) there are going to be 
developments on The Spit we can start work on this 
project. Again look out for updates. 

Management 2013-2014
Left to Right:

 This year we welcome onto the 
Management Committee some new faces and fresh 
ideas. A number of the guys bring ‘big business’ 
experience to the table and we are working very 
hard on strategic planning and more organized fund 
raising initiatives. All in all its and exciting year 
ahead!
 In closing, thanks once again for your 
continued support as a member of VMR Southport. 
We wish all in your family a happy and safe holiday 
season. If you’re out on the water give us a wave 
or come and say Hi. Also, don’t forget to check out 
our website and Facebook page!

PRESIDENT Steve Pomas

Back row:  Tim Hutchison, Jacob Rudge, Alan Male, Rex Scott
Front row: Glenn Norris, Dave Macdonald, Steve Pomas, Rob Sinclair
Insert: Adrian Wagemakers, Joanna Schon
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The Glenn Norris Trophy 
for 2013 was awarded to Diana 

Gibson in acknowledgement of on-
going diligence and willing acceptance 
of responsibilities for VMR Southport.
 Attaining MROCP in November 
2000, Diana undertook Seaway Tower 
Sunday shifts and Thursday evening SAR 

-

Base and numerous other VMR Southport 
activities.   Starting slowly with Admin 
duties, she held Management Commit-

as Secretary for seven years and two 
terms as Radio Operations Co-Ordinator.  
Proof-reader and regular contributor of the 
Vsheet  and Radio Operator training and 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD OF THE 2012

GLENN NORRIS TROPHY

Volunteer Marine Rescue
Association of Queensland

Meritorious Service Award
was presented to 

Merv Handley and Peter Barker 

AGM  2013

Jill was accepted as an Active Member of VMR Southport on 17 
June 1996 and obtained a MROCP in preparation for becoming a Radio 

to 2002/2003, Jill then chose to rather devote her expertise to the problems of the 
renewals of the explosive membership base resulting from an all too successful 
membership drive the previous year.  Jill has provided one and a half to two days 
per week of service to the Association since forever, not only in administration 
duties but in base housekeeping services and to ensuring the gardens were 
maintained AND watered, even to donating or paying for systems herself.  VMR 

“sold” the Association to her many friends, acquaintances and family over the 
years.
 Under Jill’s supervision VMR Southport Membership records have been 
successfully conducted and maintained under Jim Gray’s programme and recently 
transferred to Steve Modra’s database.  She has over the years sought, trained 

benchmarks have been successfully met and maintained.  She has always been 
most gracious in her treatment of all who cross her path, helping and providing 
support in every way to visitors, other members and each Management Committee. 

Jill McGhie receives 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP

of VMR Southport

Jill is ‘at home’ in her corner of the office with some of 
her other achievements displayed on the wall.

The recent AGM at VMR Southport resulted in a number of new 
faces appearing on the Management Committee.          

        One of the ‘old’ faces is the newly elected President Steve Pomas.
 Steve joined VMR in August 2000 after his neighbour at the time (ex 
president Dave Christian) suggested he come and check out what VMR does. In 
late 2003 he received his Offshore Skipper rank, took over as Duty Skipper of Blue 
Crew and was elected as Search and Rescue Controller. 

Now this year he was proud to be elected President. 

Diana Gibson
Senior Radio Operator

President Steve Pomas
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As summer starts to heat up, we are starting to see 
 

 As the crowds get thicker and the queues get longer, tempers 
seem to get shorter. Of course, boating is a pleasant, relaxing pastime. 
We all know there is no need to rush. But watching some of the people 
out there can be so frustrating. Watching some of the silly things they do 
makes you wonder why there aren’t more accidents.
 The idea, of course, is to get your car and trailer down the 
ramp, get the boat off (or on) and get out of the way. And to do it as 

do it, but some people make you wonder. They hold the queue up, they 
abuse others at the ramp. They damage their boats, and they put their 
families and friends at risk
  So what should we do to get ourselves on the water and off 
the ramp quickly?
 It starts at home. Before you leave home, run through your 
checklists. Make sure all the equipment you need is where it should be. 
Whenever you can, get the boat loaded before you head out . If you can’t 
do that, then load it well away from the ramp. Loading your boat from 
the boot of the car while on the ramp is something that should never be 
done. Ensure ropes and fenders are where you want them. Check all the 
electricals on boat and trailer. Make sure the motor will start and that 
batteries are well charged. Check your tie downs and make sure they 
are not only secure, but can be released easily. Check the winch cable or 
strap and the safety chain. Make sure you can undo that rusted shackle. 
(And carry spares) Does your electric winch work properly? What about 
your manual winch? Do you have the winch handle. Do you have the 
bungs? What about spare ones? If you like to trim your motor right up, 

launch.)
 Once you are at the boat ramp, do not start to reverse down 
until everything is ready. Stop well clear of the reversing areas and get 
things ready. Nothing is more annoying than watching someone hold 

tackle  etc into the boat while they are taking up one or more lanes of the 
launching ramp. Load your gear, undo the tie downs, put the bungs in 
before you reverse down. Don’t undo the winch strap or the safety chain, 
though, unless you want to risk a premature launch onto that unforgiving 
concrete pad. One thing that worries me here is when people load their  

launch. A broken strap on the ramp can be bad enough, but it could be 
disastrous with people on board.

s summer starts to heat up, we are starting to

     Ramp Rage

with Peter Holliday

 Now you can reverse down the ramp if it is clear and it is your 
turn. Queue jumpers can expect to be told. Just a hint – if parking is in 
short supply, it is often a good idea to let someone recover their boat 
and leave their parking spot before you try to launch. When reversing, 
be aware that not everyone is watching. Avoid backing over pedestrians. 
And parents – please keep the kids from wandering into the reversing 
lanes. Don’t speed. Take it easy. You don’t want to put the car in the 
water. Personally, whether pushing off or driving off, I like to have 
as much water under the boat as I can when I launch the boat. Decide 
whether you need to trim your motor up and by how much. You really do 
not want to let it hit the concrete. 
 If you push off, don’t forget to have a line attached to control 
the boat. Now you should be able to undo the strap and the safety chain 
and get the boat on the water. Get it to the beach or pontoon quickly and 

the car off the ramp as soon as you have launched will be a bonus.
 Reversing a trailer takes practice. If you are not good at it, 
practice away from the water. Abandoned carparks are excellent. It is 

Just use one lane on multi lane ramps. Be fair. And when you park, try to 

have parked poorly or illegally. Obey the parking signs. Most spaces in 
boatramp carparks are for cars with trailers only, and the nearby streets 
often have signs saying that parking there is for cars without trailers 
only. Yes, Council parking inspectors DO work on Sundays, and they 

few weeks later.
  Please think about where you park. If your beautiful car is 
parked where inexperienced people are trying to reverse an awkward 
trailer then you are asking for trouble. At the ramp I use, you often see 
expensive vehicles restricting access to the reversing area. They are 
legally parked, but they don’t leave beginners much room for error.
Recovery is pretty much the same in reverse. Prepare fully before 
reversing down, tie down etc well away from the reversing lanes. Clean 
up at home. I like to have a lot of trailer in the water if I am winching up, 
but just the tip of the trailer in the water if driving on. If you drive the 
boat onto the trailer, remember that you only need to get the front of the 
boat onto the back of the trailer. Then, if you have good rollers, you can 
use the motor to straighten up and to push the boat on and up.
 Just a last word though. Be patient. If someone is having 

are all going out to relax.
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NOTABLE  JOBS
with Glenn Norris

A crew was dispatched recently to assist a jetskier whose craft had 
run out of fuel on the north side of the Seaway on the ocean side 

of Stradbroke Island.  The jetski rider was advised that he would have to 

not enter the breaking wave zone.  The rider advised he had a mate with 
another jetski who could tow him out to meet the VMR vessel.
Lucky for this fellow he had TWO mates with jetskis because in the 
tow out process, the towing jetski was swamped by a wave and also 
broke down, leaving the third jetski to tow the other two out to the VMR 
vessel, which then successfully returned both broken down jetskis to the 
Grand Hotel ramp.

Some rowdy revellers celebrating a bucks party on a hired houseboat 
recently caused some drama for VMR.  A call was received late into 

the evening by Water Police, who had been advised that the houseboat’s 
tender had been untied and let go with a couple of revellers aboard the 
tender.  Being anchored at Wavebreak Island on a runout tide, New 
Zealand was really the only next stop.  Water Police and VMR searched 

VMR Southport was recently called to assist a small vessel that 
was struggling against tide and current towing a larger vessel.  

VMR took over the tow and safely delivered the vessel to Runaway 
Bay Marina where it was to be lifted from the water for supposed 
repairs, When the VMR Crew requested a donation for the assist, the 
skipper advised that it was his sister’s vessel and VMR should contact 
her.  A phone number was provided and VMR contacted the lady, only 
to be told that her brother was moving the vessel as a favour because 
she and her husband were in the process of separating and so, if VMR 
wanted payment, contact her solicitor and make a claim on the divorce 
settlement when it arose.  What the hell!! 

The VMR Radio Room received a frantic call from a boatie whose 
vessel had lost power and was drifting towards rocks at Runaway 

Bay.  When advised by the Radio Operator to drop his anchor to prevent 
further drift, the boatie embarrassingly advised he didn’t have one on 
board. VMR were quickly on scene and retrieved the vessel just as it 
was coming to rest on the rocks, much to the relief of the grateful owner.

A man contacted VMR Southport recently requesting assistance to 
untangle a rope which had become caught around his propeller.  

VMR were happy to oblige and cut the rope free.  Being very 
appreciative of the successful assistance given, he was upfront and 
advised he had no money to reward VMR for their help, but when he did 
he would visit the Base and make a donation.
Later that afternoon, true to his word, the man arrived at VMR’s Elkes 
Family Rescue Base with a 2kg bag of fresh ocean prawns for the crew 
to enjoy.  Money certainly isn’t the only way to show appreciation!
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Those on the November 2000 MROCP course Dennis Street attended 
had early warning of his sense of humour and his need for regular 
smoke breaks!  
 He joined the Management Committee as Communications 

take on life added much to the monthly meetings, with most thoughts 
and contributions presented with humour.  
 He continued as Senior Radio Operator at the Base on 
opening shift Wednesdays, harassing Jill and the Admin workers 
with his jokes and take on life and when Qld smoking laws banned 
smoking indoors, any visitor to the Radio Room could be guaranteed 
a share of his shift while he took a breather downstairs.  

Radio Operators Co-ordinator, ensuring many good humoured Radio 
Operator Meetings.  
 Have you noticed the word “humour” in this tribute to 
Dennis – it is how he is remembered most fondly by VMR Southport 
– a smile and a joke and the requirement to read his history of the 
family of which he was so proud.  
 We missed him when ill health forced his retirement from 
duty, and extend our sympathies to wife Pam and daughters Wendy 
and Carol.



The Flathead Classic has been and gone and what a 
successful tournament it was.

 

by-catch including Bream, Trevally and Jewies among others.

These were caught on a big vibe dropping down the side of a mud bank 
drop off, he thought he had caught another jewie until he saw it through 
the water coming up from the deep. The weather was awesome and the 
Gold Coast waterways did us proud.
 This time of year as it gets warmer we start to get the pelagic 

especially Dollies. You can troll plastic skirts along the side of them or 

You then have Mackerel and Wahoo on the Mermaid or Palm Beach.

through the water column.
 Inside you get the mighty Mangrove Jack. These guys are 
tough to get to bite let alone land. Look for rock walls or pylons that 
they can hide behind. They love to ambush their prey so you can use 
a Myriad of types of lures from Deep divers, Big Vibes, Poppers and 
soft plastics. As long as it makes a big splash and lots of noise it will 

want to take a prisoner and not get smashed every time let alone lose 
costly lures.
 The other regular summer species are whiting. These are 

getting them on poppers. You cast the popper as far as you can and keep 
popping it back do not stop and you will hopefully see a few whiting 
following and then all of a sudden a big one will come through the pack 
and smash the popper. These are great fun to catch this way as it is so 

creates a wave on the water as you wind in across the surface and they 

Trevally and even Flattie’s will come up off the bottom and smash a 

certainly a great experience.

Angler Antics part 13
with Bruce, Nathan and Tammy Andersen

getting away from the main thoroughfares to the big banks at Crab, The 
Aldershots are also good. The deep channels up at the Pin are good for 

on their front yard.
 Have a great Christmas and New Year from the Ando’s and 
enjoy the piscatorial paradise we have here on the Gold Coast.
Till next year adieu.

above: 
Quality Mangrove Jack

right: Zerek Shrimps

below: 
Kakadu Annexe Team 
Glenn Owen, Bruce & 
Nathan Andersen  
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(07) 5500 0000 www.theboatworks.com.au

* Terms & Conditions apply: Subject to availability, limited offer.
Each offer may be used in conjunction with other offers. 

LONG-TERM REFIT DEAL*
Book Hardstand or a Refit Shed, pay for three weeks 
in advance and receive your fourth week free (compounds
each month)!

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
For transient customers, cruising sailors or busy commercial
operators - our courtesy car is available for your 
convenience (bookings required).

MID-WEEK STANDBY RATES*
Book your vessel in for a mid-week lift (Wed/Thurs) 
and receive the first weekend completely free of charge!

1/2 PRICE HARDSTAND DEAL*
Pay for seven or more days Hardstand or Refit Shed rental
and receive up to seven days free (non-compounding).

Give your boat The Works,
not your wallet.

FLAGSHIP MARINE SERVICE

G O L D   C O A S T

SOME STATS
ACTIVATIONS JULY

2013
AUGUST

2013
SEPTEMBER

2013

Towed Vessels 32 48 32

Jump Starts 2 6 4

Pump Outs 1 1

Transporting 1 2 6

Fire

Standby 2 1

Medical 4 1

Searches 1 1

Dispersal of Ashes 1

Public Relations 6 13 12

Crew Training 55 68 55

Groundings 6 6 5

Other 5 4

TOTALS      108 155 118

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:
Inshore Skipper

Joanna Schoon (Blue Crew)
Matt Fitzpatrick (White Crew)

Senior Crew
Alan Male (Green Crew)

Recruit
Damien Schepers (White Crew)
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with Naomi Edwards

Learning by doing

 To an untrained eye, even discrete changes can go undetected. 
However, once acknowledging natural dynamic coastal processes, 
short to long-term trends can become evident. For sandy coastlines, 
such as the Gold Coast, the natural variability of wind, waves, tides 
and currents that induce the movement of water and secondly sand, 
present such changes.  Meaning, everyday Gold Coast’s beaches 
change. 
 To better understand these changes and ensure we better 
manage the coast, acquired knowledge and monitoring is needed. 

Coastal Management agrees by saying, “There is a need to understand 
and research the coast to support today’s and tomorrow’s coastal 
management decisions. Learning by doing has seen the Gold Coast 
pioneer coastal management legacies to create a beach experience that 
is internationally admired”. 

changes do occur there are many questions asked. As these changes 
present another key piece of the coastal puzzle, which involves 
enhancing your understanding of the coast. Linking coastal research 
to the community is critical to build resilient coastal communities. 

of books, publications, photos and videos to collate a catalogue of 

 “The Coastal Knowledge Hub will help answer questions 
to ensure coastal managers and decision-makers are equipped with 
essential information to build on past hindsight, while integrating new 

technology and innovation. Also, support community interests about 
how Gold Coast beaches are managed”. 
 An interesting piece of information that has recently surfaced 
as a result of the project could help solve a current sand resourcing 
puzzle of the northern beaches. From reviewing the large scale beach 

information. 
 “We have found, natural recovery time is dependent on 
whether there are sand shadows [a reduction in sand volume] or slugs 

sand slug naturally arrived, which at the time helped sustained the 
investment in beach nourishment treatments that fastened the recovery 
process”.
Derek continued to explain, “What you may consider the beach, 
being the strip of sand between the dunes and water’s edge actually 

and the near shore zone. We need to take a whole coast approach 
supported with key information to ensure everyone’s beach experience 
is enhanced, managed and protected”. 

The Coastal Knowledge Hub or Gold Coast beaches, please take the 

to the Online Library or contact 

The coast is a dynamic environment 
and is consistently changing. 
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      Short-tailed Shearwaters or ‘mutton birds’ are large plump birds with 
long wings. They appear to ‘shear’ the water as they glide just above the 
wave tops. They happily rest on the water and you may see them in the 
middle of a feeding frenzy, bobbing up and down with the waves.
 Some of the birds which were here  recently were in a 
distressed state. The ones I saw on the 
Broadwater were sitting like ducks on a 
pond and lacked the energy to get out of 
the way of my boat, so of course I gave 
them their space. Large numbers were 
reported washed up on beaches between 
Noosa and Ballina. 
 The Short-tailed Shearwater is 
Australia’s long distance champion. Each 
year they make a global grand tour which 

way along the continental shelf of Asia and Japan to Alaska. The next 
part of the migration path is along the west coast of North America to 
California.
 From here, with a full load of fuel on their body they begin 

Food sources are scarce on this leg of the journey and it is a challenge 
for the weak or inexperienced birds to survive. Storms and abnormal 
head winds take their toll and in some years exhausted birds reach the 
east coast of Australia but are unable to complete the journey to their 
breeding grounds in Bass Strait.

‘Mutton Birds in the Broadwater’

with Bob Westerman
broadwaterbirds@gmail.com

During October and November large numbers of Short-
tailed Shearwaters appeared along our beaches and 

on the Broadwater. Where groups of seagulls or terns fed 
on shoals of fish near the beach, the dark shadows of 
Shearwaters could be seen among them.

 Early explorers found millions of Shearwaters in Bass Strait 

on the islands and harvesting birds from the burrows is still an industry. 
This is tricky work as the birds often share their burrows with tiger 
snakes.

along the east coast of Australian. Wedge-
tail Shearwaters which are similar to the 
Short-tail are often seen near the Seaway 
entrance.
 These birds spend their life at sea. Their 
food is found along the edges of continental 
shelfs and they only come ashore on isolated 
islands to breed. They have water-proofed 
wings, webbed feet and are quite at home 

in the water. Another feature of these birds is the long tube shaped 
nostril above their bill. Seabirds have a salt gland in their head which 

Shearwaters also have a keen sense of smell and it is thought that the 
tube also acts like a nasal telescope to point them in the direction of 
food. 

 Next time you are at the beach or on the Broadwater, keep an 
eye for these great birds and remember the phrase – ‘Life for a Mutton 
Bird was not meant to be easy’.



And this is one, that will break the rule 
Skippy’s decided to take a dip!

Not a good idea, I’ll give you the tip

Sovereign Island I hear you say

With VMR is on their way
For Skippy now, it’s no longer fun

He’s just waiting for someone to come

Wildcare arrive in hast
But Skippy takes off with great pace

Finally he’s cornered, as we come face to face 
Then shot with a dart straight from the hip 

Don’t mess with Wildcare I’ll give you the tip

Then put in the boat with a cheer from the crowd 
Red crew are chuffed and feeling real proud 

coz now there’s hope for the furry dope

But we need to give him just one tip
We’ve sent him the form to become a member!

But oddly enough it’s returned to sender

We were there for Skippy, as we are for all 
So get out on the water and let’s have a ball!

 

Poem by Sarah Race
Photographs by Al Curtis
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with Helen Stanfield

South Stradbroke Island is found a couple of 

remnant livistona rainforest and melaleuca wetlands various 
species of fauna.
 Some geological history tells us that around 6,000 
years ago sand was blown/washed up along the coast from 
southern rivers to form the Islands that now lay off the 
coast of South East Queensland.  
 Aboriginal history show that they have occupied 
these islands for the last 6,000 years and would move with 
the food source.  On the southern end stays would coincide 
with the peak or seasonal abundance of favourite foods 

Cook naming Point Lookout on Stradbroke Island.  Mathew 

Lookout was on an island, and as a result a penal settlement 
was established to what was to become the city of Brisbane 

name The Isle of Stradbroke in honour of the Rainbow’s 
Captain Rous, the second son of the Earl of Stradbroke.
 Stradbroke Island was eventually severed in two 

barque, Cambus Wallace ran aground 
in this area in heavy seas. The cargo 
of whiskey, beer and explosives was 
washed ashore. The police, customs 

rescued the survivors and helped bury 
the dead.  Salvage operations began 
with the explosives piled together and 
detonated.  Over the coming months 
the storm season eventually eroded 
the sand dunes and broke through the 
island washing away the graves of 
mariners from the Cambus Wallace.

Jumpinpin Bar and Swan Bay

North and South Stradbroke Islands

“Cambus Wallace”

STRADBROKE
ISLANDS
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STORMY WEATHER AT THE BASE

Photo: Ken Gibbs
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A little history

-
search Group chartered an aircraft with the object of making an aerial 
survey of the wreck of the “Cambus Wallace,” which had foundered 

to-day and of investigating, if time permitted, a reported wreckage off 

Wallace” and in deciding that, in reasonably calm weather, she would be 

down the coast, and off Southport they noticed a dark patch in the water 
that was the shape of a ship. They circled and viewed the object from 
various angles, and photographed it, then they took two intersecting 
bearings which they thought would locate the wreck. On their return to 
Brisbane, other members of the Underwater Research Group of Queens-

met at Main Beach, Southport, at 4.30 a.m., rapidly loaded their surf-

time, a speck appeared in the north, which rapidly became an Auster 
aeroplane. With the help of the aeroplane, and after continuous paddling, 
a dark patch was sighted. Finally, H. Rignold, without breathing ap-
paratus, located a wreck. H. Cotton then made an underwater inspection 
of the wreck, and surfacing, made a sketch of the distant mountains, 
with landmarks such as trees and buildings in the foreground. He then 

once more to where the buoy bobbed on the waves. They descended in 
parties, and on completion of the day’s diving a picture was starting to 
form.
 The wreck was about seventy yards long and ten yards wide. 
She lay partly embedded in sand with a list to starboard, roughly at 
right-angles to the coastline. Her shape was largely preserved when 
viewed from above, but the tremendous inroads made by the force of the 
frequent submarine storms which she must have weathered in the course 
of almost seventy years of immersion had battered her upper works. 
From the side, her bow proved largely intact, then a yawning chasm 
opened. The forward hold was a mass of twisted deck beams lying over 
the remnants of her cargo. Amidships, her port skin of iron had pulled 
completely away from her ribs, and several feet of sand lay between. The 
aft hold was also battered, and again a cleft appeared before reaching her 
stern. Her stern was split asunder, the starboard side still almost erect.

members again inspected the wreck. H. Rignold entered the water in 
company with Underwater cine photographer D. Weston, in the capacity 
of guard to keep a sharp look-out so that the latter would devote his 
complete attention to matters photographic. They swam from the bow 

manifest, which had been located by Cotton and Rignold in the course 
of their searches of the old records of the wreck. It hosted a stagger-
ing amount of whisky in the cargo, so they kept a sharp look-out for 
bottles and like receptacles. The photographic work being completed, 
both men decided to carry out general investigation. H. Rignold noticed 
an upturned bottle three-quarters buried in the sand, dug it out with his 
hands, and was dumbfounded to see that it was full of amber-coloured 
liquid and had the remnants of a lead seal still covering the stopper. The 
words “E. & J. Burke. Finest Scotch whisky, only genuine when bearing 
this signature” were still intelligible. A quick search of the area revealed 
several more bottles in the sand. 

Offshore Dive Site
The Wreck of the Scottish Prince

and discoveries made proved beyond all doubt that she was the “Scottish 
Prince,” the manner of whose loss was as follows: The barque “Scottish 

Southport-Brisbane telegraph line — a signal which read: “Southport 
advises a barque ashore in heads S.E. end of Stradbroke off Southport 
about threequarters of a mile from telegraph (station). Vessel lying on 
bar. Seems settling down in sand. They are putting people in the boats.” 

northerly landward tack up the coast. 

in the holds and was virtually abandoned with little hope of saving the 
cargo.

Dive site today 

facing west towards the beach.
 The highest points are the bow and stern which have broken 
away. The main deck has crumbled with some of the decking laying to 
the north and just past this lays one of the masts. The age of the wreck 
means that it is protected under Commonwealth Law, so the only souve-
nirs permissible are your memories and photographs.
 The wreck can not be penetrated but is beautifully covered 
with soft corals, sponges and sea squirts. The many nooks and crannies 

 Due to the wreck’s shallow depth, for a comfortable dive the 

Gold Coast beaches these same storms had an effect on this centuary-old 
shipwreck. Ian Banks was one of the divers who found an anchor that 
had never been seen before. It had been covered with marine growth un-
til sand deposits in the area in the last couple of years killed the growth. 
These storms have eroded the sand to expose the bare anchors.
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NAME:    SARAH RACE
RANK / POSITION:  Recruit – Red Crew

EXTERNAL OCCUPATION: Small Business Proprietor – 
Awning and Blind Business

REASON FOR JOINING VMR: I love the water and enjoy 
being on boats, but most of all I thought it would be nice to give 
something back to the community as I had never done volunteering 
before.

MOST MEMORABLE RESCUE: One crew day we assisted 
the Parks and Wildlife people rescue a wallaby that was swimming 
in the canal at Sovereign Island.  The wallaby was trying to escape 
a dog and had injured its paws on oyster shells trying to get ashore.  
“Skippy” was darted by Wildlife Rescue and then captured and taken 
to Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary for treatment. 

MOST SATISFYING/STRANGEST/FUNNIEST/SILLIEST 
RESCUE:
   Nothing too weird has occurred yet.
 

FUTURE AMBITION WITH VMR:  I have met some great people 
in VMR, enjoyed some great social events and have learnt so much 
which is very valuable since joining.  I just want to continue doing 
this.

NAME:    LEIGH FRENCH
RANK / POSITION:  Radio Operator
JOINED VMR:   Associate:  2002   

EXTERNAL OCCUPATION: Architect, casual boatie

REASON FOR JOINING VMR: To learn marine radio 
procedures while contributing to a worthy organisation.

MOST MEMORABLE RESCUE: I was on duty as a Radio 
Operator in the Seaway Tower one day when an obviously amateur 
canoeist looked like becoming a new resident in New Zealand as he 
was caught on an outgoing tide.  The Water Police were contacted 
and I suspect the guys ears are still ringing from the lecture they 
appeared to give him as he was transported back into calm water.

MOST SATISFYING/STRANGEST/FUNNIEST/SILLIEST 
RESCUE:   I did a single handed assist 
one radio shift at the VMR Base when a boatie called up on his radio 
to say he had run out of fuel not far from our Base.  Rather than 
activate a crew, I suggested that he get himself ashore and walk down 
to the VMR Base with his jerry can.  He certainly did not complain 
when I provided him with some fuel at twice the going price!
 
FUTURE AMBITION WITH VMR:   To keep contributing 
wherever I can, despite the pay being poor!  The job satisfaction and 
camaraderie is what it is all about.

who’s who on crew
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Gold Coast dredging

Boating activity on the Gold Coast waterways is growing steadily 

registered recreational vessels on the Gold Coast. Based on the latest 

commercial vessels registered in the Gold Coast area.

on dredging projects and the Gold Coast Seaway sand-bypassing system.
 Maritime Safety Queensland and the Gold Coast City Council 

towards Gold Coast dredging initiatives on an ongoing basis. These 
funds are administered by the Gold Coast Waterways Steering Commit-
tee, a group formed to oversee waterway development including dredg-
ing in the Gold Coast and southern Moreton Bay area. The committee, 
comprising representatives from the state government, Gold Coast City 
Council and Marine Queensland, have already undertaken several dredg-
ing projects as listed above.

History of the Gold Coast Seaway

Before the construction

Southport Bar) had a history of instability. Predominant south-easterly 

Queensland coast each year. Over time the Nerang River mouth also 
moved northward by up to 60 metres each year, causing land erosion and 
changing sandbanks at the bar and adjoining Broadwater.

be opposite Runaway Bay if no action was taken, and the township of 
Currigee on South Stradbroke Island would be in danger.
 The Queensland Government took action to stabilise the 
river mouth, with construction of the Gold Coast Seaway taking place 

design of the Gold Coast Seaway as it was recognised that the breakwa-
ters would not be effective for long without a solution to the littoral drift 

part of the design of the seaway.

North Wall of the Gold Coast Seaway

Broadwater showing Gold Coast Seaway
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Southern Zone Delegates and visitors enjoy a short break 
at the recent meeting held at VMR Southport.

Photo: Natalie McAuley
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 Many people go boating on Gold Coast waterways without 
adequately plan their trip. This is more evident during the holiday period 
when we see a great increase in boating activity on The Broadwater 

vessel operators do not refer to a chart nor have one on hand whilst 
underway.  Small craft operators would be greatly assisted if they at 
least had a copy of the Beacon to Beacon Directory by their side.  Those 
operators who don’t use charts or reference material usually leave it to 
luck and a combination of their own observations and interpretations of 

operators are the ones you pass on the way home stuck on a sand bank.
 Before anyone departs on a trip on the water there must be 
an element of passage planning, even if it’s just a quick run out on the 
Broadwater.  To begin, you should have an understanding of the beacon 
system and the direction of buoyage.  Check the latest up to date chart 
and plan the course you intend to take, ensuring that there is enough 
water beneath your keel through the channels you intend to use.  Consult 

cruising yachties favourite, Alan Lucas’ Cruising the Coral Coast. This is 

 When deciding about what reference material you need 
for planning your trip, remember that the chart has more detailed 
information on water depth and other features of importance for the 
navigator than what is found in the Beacon to Beacon Directory or 
some of the other publications.  However, if these guides are used in 
conjunction with the chart they tend to compliment each other quite 
well. All these items are vital when undertaking your planning. 
 The planning process is easy and can be done at home before 
you go out. Check that the depths of the channels are suitable for your 
vessel’s draught and you understand the direction of buoyage.  Check 
also the tides and tidal range for the area where you will be operating. 
An incredible amount of information is available on the chart and having 
an understanding of all the chart symbols will help in ensuring your trip 

chart symbols. This publication is available where you purchase marine 
charts.  
 If you’re considering even a short trip on the Broadwater from 
Southport to Jumpinpin, it too requires planning.  Say your boat has a 

across the shallow entrance to “Millionaires Row” for example.  If you 
are planning a trip from Southport to Brisbane, obviously more planning 
is required.  When setting the course or choosing the intended channels, 
the tide book will be a handy place to start.  The Boating Safety Chart 
published by Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ) has all the information 
required for a trip of this type.  Also check the MSQ website www.msq.
qld.gov.au for the latest Notices to Mariners in case there have been 
changes in the area covered by the chart or any work being undertaken in 
the channels along the way.  It may also be handy to take along a marina 
guide if you haven’t decided where you are going to stay overnight. 
(Most south east Queensland marinas are at capacity so booking a berth 
will be a necessity.) 

Passage Planning 
important even on day trips

with Greg TurnerIn the last few months there has been an 
increase in the number of vessels grounding 

around The Broadwater because their masters 
have not adequately planned their voyage.  Many 
of these types of incidents could be avoided if a 
little bit of time was spent undertaking simple 
planning before venturing out on the water.

 The process of passage planning received mention in a recent 
court case where the operator of a vessel was found negligent for not 
carrying out the most basic planning prior to undertaking a voyage. It is 
all part of a skipper’s general safety obligation before you venture out on 
the water.

undertaking a coastal passage, much more planning is required.  Of 
course, planning a coastal passage requires much more detail as the 

boating trip from the Gold Coast to Cairns requires attention to detail 
as many factors need to be taken into consideration.  The amount of 
stopovers required, charting the best course, calculating the amount 
of fuel, choosing safe anchorages, emergency plans for bad weather, 
provisioning and so on, all keep the skipper busy in the planning 
department.
 Making sure that your vessel makes it safely and the crew 
arrives in one piece should not be left to luck.  Planning is the key to 
a safe trip, even if it is just a local run.  Take a look through the VMR 

by rescue crews.  Try not to become one of those who have not planned 
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Recent safety equipment checks by Maritime Safety 

other safety gear.
 Maritime Safety Queensland General Manager Patrick Quirk 

require owners and masters of vessels to make sure they tell each person 
on board where all the safety equipment is kept and how to get to it in a 
hurry.
 “Emergencies happen quickly on the water, so it’s vitally 
important to the safety of all on board to ensure easy access to safety 
equipment,” Mr Quirk said.

were known to be wearing life jackets.” 
 “We all need to take stock of these statistics and make sure we 
go home to our families at the end of the day.” 
 Mr Quirk said if life jackets weren’t clearly visible to 
passengers, the boat owners or masters must give each person on board 
information about where the safety equipment is kept and clearly sign 
where life jackets are stowed.”
 “This is about saving lives—it’s also about commonsense. As 
the skipper you also need to make sure your passengers know how to put 
on a life jacket,” he said.

girl, endured a terrifying night lost in rough seas off Dalrymple Bay 

saved their lives.
 Life jackets improve the survival rate of incident victims, 
particularly after an incident such as capsizing, sinking, swamping or 
falling overboard.
 Under the current legislation, a life jacket—also known as 

  Reminder  

 life jacket stowage rules for boaties

when the boat is crossing a designated coastal bar if the boat is 
required to be equipped with PFDs 
all people travelling on a personal watercraft (or, jet ski).

 Maritime Safety Queensland’s Boating and Fisheries Patrol 

safety equipment so we urge all boaties to be responsible and ensure 
they’re meeting the new safety standards.
 Remember: You’re The Skipper, You’re Responsible.
Skippers need to be constantly aware of their responsibilities on the 
waterways, continually observing maritime regulations and safety 
requirements.
 You should:

prepare by having the correct equipment for the journey, keeping 
it well maintained, monitoring expiry dates and checking before it 
goes on board that it’s working properly 
make sure safety equipment is quickly and easily accessible, 
particularly in an emergency, and make sure everyone onboard 
knows where it is 
know how and when to use safety equipment because conditions 

should be donned with other safety equipment readily at hand 
wear life jackets in dangerous situations such as crossing bars but 
also be aware that even on clear, calm days things can go wrong.

 Further information
Boating safety improvements ( http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/About-us/MSQ-
headlines/Boating-safety-improvements.aspx ) 

 ( http://www.msq.qld.

boating%20safety%20improvements/boating_improvements_factsheet.pdf ) 
 ( http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/

Life-jackets.aspx ) 

Queensland
Government
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The personal watercraft industry recently got a major 
shake-up with the unveiling of the new Sea-Doo Spark 

watercraft. 

is fun, accessible, lightweight, easy-to-ride and affordable. This new 
model is appealing to a different part of the market and is creating a new 
category which is set to re-“spark” the PWC industry. 
 The Sea-Doo Spark model costs close to 40% less than the 

Intelligent Brake & Reverse (iBR), with or without the Convenience 

Attitude Graphics kits that can be added, all designed to enhance your 
family time on the water. 

watercrafts, and just about each one on the market was small, nimble, 
and weighed about half as much as the typical PWCs do today. Modern 
PWCs are big, powerful and relatively expensive. That’s great for tour-
ing or towing skiers, but not ideal if you’re on a budget and mostly want 
to play on a zippy pwc. 
 The Sea-Doo Spark is a PWC that aims to bring back afford-
able fun in a lightweight and easy-to-tow package. To make that pos-
sible, Sea-Doo developed a unique Poly-tec hull material that’s strong, 
light, and easy to manufacture. The design also incorporates a uniquely 
open ExcoSkel design. This not only reduced gross weight down but 
also provided improved structural integrity.
 Its compact and light weight hull makes the pwc extremely 

high-output (HO) models. Dip into the throttle and you’ll never really 
yearn for more power. 

 The HO models allows you to toggle between power levels 
(Touring and Sport), but once you try Sport, you’ll be spoiled—it’s 
quick. and the extra power is immediately noticeable off idle. The Sea-
Doo Spark watercraft is a total blast to ride thanks to its power-to-weight 
ratio. Like models of old, this is a craft that is all about the fun and 
makes the driver feel like they’re in control, not simply going along for 
the ride. 
 The modular component construction not only cut assembly 
time and weight, but radically opens up the Spark to ease of maintenance 

dozen screws. In fact, its simplicity is one of its greatest attractors. A 
colour change can be done with the swap of three panels, and damaged 
portions are as easily replaced. 
 Sea-Doo Spark watercraft are completely customizable, avail-
able in a range of fun vibrant colours including Vanilla (white), Orange 
Crush (orange), Bubble Gum (pink) , Pineapple (yellow) or Licorice 
(grey). Consumers can also further customize the Sea-Doo Spark 
watercraft by choosing one of 20 Attitude Graphic kits, with 3 different 
levels of wrap to personalize their Sea-Doo Spark model even more. The 
burst of fresh colour with many trend-setting options will excite the most 
discriminating rider looking for the best in luxury watercraft. 
 BRP still remains the only manufacturer to offer the industry’s 
unique Intelligent Brake & Reverse (iBR) system in every watercraft 
category. This technology is an option available on the Spark model and 
allows greater control for riders by positioning the brake and reverse 
lever directly on the watercraft handlebar. This provides easy access and 
the ability for riders to keep their hands on the handlebars throughout the 
ride. The iBR system also makes the Sea-Doo brand the only watercraft 
that starts automatically in neutral. Sea-Doo’s exclusive iBR technology 
offers riders more peace of mind with a braking system that allows riders 

 BRP continues the legacy of paradigm shifting the watercraft 
industry by introducing the most accessible watercraft on the market . 
The Sea-Doo Spark watercraft will make the dream of fun on the water 
possible now for young families. The major industry change is that Sea-
Doo casts a wider net with the Spark. This hip watercraft should appeal 
not only to the established hardcore PWC enthusiasts, but also to many 
others who probably didn’t expect they could afford a fun watercraft like 
the Spark. Are you ready to Spark your life? 
 Contact your Sea-Doo dealer JSW Powersports for more infor-
mation about Sea-Doo Spark. 

Sea-Doo Spark 
set to re-ignite 

PWC industry
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