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President’s 
Report

PRESIDENT   Stephen Modra

Steve Modra
PRESIDENT

Well, the busy summer season is well and truly 
upon us. 

 The XMAS / New Year period was extremely busy for 
all our volunteers and didn’t we have some great boating weather 
between the rains. I know some of our volunteers were at the 
Base nearly every day over that period, that’s dedication for you.
 Our boats were constantly on the water and assisted up 
to 10 vessels each and every day.
 Thankfully there were no real serious incidents over the 
period and no-one (that I know of) was seriously injured. Jobs 
were fairly routine (for us) and included no fuel, run aground, flat 
battery, engine breakdown and the odd medical assist. Our guys 
(and gals) love it when it is busy and we all get a great boost to 
see and hear your appreciation and thanks as we assist you.
 The next few months will still be very busy and we ask 
you to be careful out there. The nice days bring all the boats out 
and it can get very busy and congested.
 Our modernisation project is moving ahead slowly, but 
steadily. Some of you may have noticed our boats carry EFTPOS 
machines now, so we can accept costs or donations on the water. 
A lot of you have also taken advantage of being able to pay your 
fees direct into our account now. The website is being rebuilt as I 
write to allow a more interesting and relevant customer experi-
ence.
 A big thank you to all for your continued support. All 
the money we raise goes directly into helping boating on the 
Gold Coast.
 Till next time, keep safe and pleasant boating.
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Clipper Fleet Visits Gold Coast
by Greg Turner

 The gruelling race, advertised as “sailed by people like 
you”, gives ordinary people the chance to race around the world 
for a fee.  It costs each participant between $3,000 and $6,500 
per leg depending upon the length of the leg and each participant 
must undertake specific training before departure.  Many people 
sail just one leg to get a feel for the adventure, while a few hardy 
souls had signed up for the entire voyage.
 The Gold Coast did not put on its best weather 
during the fleet’s stay with windy showery conditions for most 
of their visit but several planned events at the Club kept crews 
entertained.  When it came time for the yachts to depart for the 
commencement of Leg 5 the weather was still fickle with 25 knot 
south easterlies and 2 metre seas giving the fleet a somewhat 
bouncy start.  These conditions were most likely not the crew’s 
greatest concern as a cyclone was positioned off the northern 
Queensland coast pushing 5 metre seas onto the fleet as they 
sailed north.
 The local entrant Gold Coast Australia had been per-
forming strongly with wins in all legs except the local one.   At 
the time of writing the article, our local yacht had just won a 
shortened Leg 5 arriving in Batam, Indonesia after nearly one 
month at sea.  The yachts then set off for Singapore to commence 
the next stage of the leg to China. 
 Make sure you follow the fleet’s progress on the Clipper 
Round the World website.

The Southport Yacht Club hosted the 10 yachts 
competing in the Clipper Round the World 

Yacht Race during December.  
 The spectacular arrival of the fleet saw the yacht Visit 
Finland edge out the local entrant Gold Coast Australia by 6 min-
utes after their crossing of the Tasman from New Zealand.
 The Clipper Round the World Yacht Race is a 40,000 
nautical mile race around the world with stops at several countries 
along the way for crew changes and maintenance.  The fleet’s 
stopover at Southport included vessel maintenance at the Gold 
Coast Marine Precinct at Coomera where all the vessels were 
hauled out at The Boat Works.  VMR skippers Chris Leech and 
Paul Butler assisted the Southport Yacht Club crews guide the race 
yachts from the Club to Coomera and return over a 7 day period.
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 Between either blowing a dog 
off a chain and this monsoonal rain we 
have been getting, this not only makes it 
uncomfortable to fish, but also puts that 
much fresh in the estuarine system that 
all your normal haunts are shut down. So 
this article will be devoted to what fishos 
can do when they cannot get out. 
 Maintenance; this to some 
people is a dirty word and this could be 
seen as one of the reason we have VMR 
Squadrons such as ours.
 Anyway back to maintenance, 
not only does your boat and motor 
require it so does your fishing gear. My 
saviour when doing maintenance is a can 
of WD40 or similar products, my fam-
ily are convinced I have shares in these 
companies as I have one for the Boat and 
Trailer, one for the Reels and Rods and 
one in the Car.

Boat, Motor & Trailer
 After you have flushed your 
motor with fresh water, give it and the 
electrics a good spray with the WD40, 
and do not forget your wiring for all your 
12 volt modcons i.e. sounder, 2 way radio 
and of course all your lighting both navi-
gation and interior lights. I give a light 
spray on the connections on the back of 
the circuit breakers and switch fuse 
panels. This will stop the corrosion that 
will occur if you don’t.
 Also remember your trailer if 
you own a trailer boat, the winch, 
rollers and of course the bearings and 
trailer lights. These all certainly need 

different sorts of lubrication because 
if you don’t you could be the one that 
everyone looks at on the side of the road 
with a wheel missing or even worse your 
boat not still sitting on your trailer. 

Fishing Gear
 It does not matter whether you 
spent $30 or $3000 on a Rod and Reel 
they both need regular servicing. When 
we get home from a fish we wash them 
with soapy water and then if you really 
love your gear I have heard of people 
showering with them. I guess each to 
their own; the main thing is to get the salt 
off them. Once they have drained a bit, 
a nice coat of WD40 on the reel and its 
working parts and then spray on a rag and 
wipe the rod down, including all the run-
ners. One important thing to remember 
is if you have a drag setting on your reel, 
loosen it right off for if you don’t and 
then not use your reel for a while it could 
lock up then it is a lot of work to get back 
to working order.  
 Other things in your fishing 
gear are of course your lures, hooks and 
the tools that you use. We wash what we 
have used down when we get home and 
then dry them, if your hooks or trebles 
have the slightest bit of discolour, better 
to get rid of them than put them with your 
good ones as they will pass on the rust to 
the rest.
 We hope that a few of the tips 
we have passed on above will help you 
in the future and maybe save you money 
and also heartaches.

Angler Antics part 8

Well folks Christmas and New Year have come and gone and 
we are over January already. I am afraid our fishing trips 

have been limited due to work commitments, VMR duty and the 
ever unpredictable weather.
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Angler Antics part 8
by Bruce, Nathan and 

Tammy Andersen

Barbs can bite
I do have to tell you of what happened on one of 

the trips we did just after New Year. 
 Tammy and I went out on Scooters boat to chase some 
of our fishy friends. Tammy was doing very well with the Yab-
bies that we had pumped, catches including Whiting, Bream, Tar-
whine and Moses Perch. Scooter and I were flicking soft plastics 
and little hard bodies. 
 This is where the day gets interesting. I had finished 
using a little Stiffy brand hard body that is great for Bream. I put 
it down in a spot on the boat that I thought was out of the way, 
it wasn’t. All of a sudden Tammy was screaming and pointing 
at the back of her leg, hanging out of it was my little lure with 
one of the hooks on the treble buried into her flesh. The barb had 
disappeared.
 She calmed down a little then all she wanted to do was 
take a photo and put it on Twitter and Facebook. We decided to 
call the Base and spoke to Gibbsy who activated Guy and a crew 
to meet up with us. Guy is an ex-paramedic, and upon arrival 
gave Tammy a couple of scenarios on how to remove the lure. 
She decided on pushing the barb all the way so it comes through 
the skin so the protruding barb can be cut off. Well she did it all 
by herself and we cut the barb off. I have had the same thing hap-
pen and was a very proud Dad at watching my daughter do this. 
A true Fisher-person she is in every sense of the word because 
we did not go home as she wanted to get back to fishing.
 So we persevered and enjoyed an afternoon on the pis-
catorial paradise of the Broadwater. 
 Whilst this may sound frivolous, the barb situation is 
a very common occurrence amongst the fishing fraternity and it 
seems to happen that regularly it is almost like an initiation to the 
brotherhood of fishing.
 Anyway till next issue enjoy your boating and fishing.

above: Fishing gear ready for next time.
right: Tammy shows off her latest 

badge of honour.
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VMR Southport was recently called upon to 
assist a vessel east of the Gold Coast which 

had experienced an overheating engine due to a 
faulty water pump.
 Having been given the GPS coordinates of the vessel 
and the depth of water in which the vessel was situated, the VMR 
crew manually plotted the position and quickly ascertained the 
vessel to be approximately 32 nautical miles southeast of the 
Gold Coast Seaway.  On advice from the vessel’s skipper they 
were also drifting south at a rate of 2 nautical miles an hour.
 Being a very calm day with only a maximum of 10 
knots of southeast breeze the VMR vessel departed the Seaway 
on what was to be an estimated one and a half hour trip.
 The journey out resulted in one of those very rare occa-
sions where the further to sea travelled the better the conditions 
became.  In fact, the conditions were so smooth the vessel requir-
ing assistance could be identified from 4 nautical miles away.
 On arrival at the vessel’s position the wind was almost 
nonexistent, the swell was less than half a meter and the water 
was a perfect blue.  The only downside to the conditions was the 
broken down vessels’ report of a sighting of a large tiger shark 
nearby.
 A tow rope was connected and the vessel was towed 
back to the Seaway with hardly a splash, with both vessels’ 
crews experiencing one of nature’s best performances. 
 This was a great lesson in navigation for the VMR crew 
as every bearing from the Q1 building to Mount Warning and 
Cape Byron was visible.  An appreciation was also gained as to 
the large size of the container ships traversing the coast.

____________________

Become a volunteer
Learn new skills
Meet new friends
Provide a community service

Vacancies exist for Marine Radio Operators to help 
maintain communications with the boating public 

and rescue boat crews on call.

For more details call VMR Base anytime

55 911 300
and talk to the Radio Operator on duty.

?
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NOTABLE NOTES

A distressed boatie recently called VMR South-
port requesting a battery jump start for his 

cruiser which was anchored near Wavebreak 
Island.  
 On arrival at his location the VMR crew handed the 
man a portable battery jump start kit and advised him of how to 
connect the jump leads to his battery.
 After the man’s attempts to do this with no result, a 
VMR crew member boarded the man’s vessel to assist, only to 
discover with a dual battery system, the man had connected the 
positive lead to one battery and the negative lead to the second 
battery.
 Once connected correctly the vessel was successfully 
started and on its way.

____________________

Two men had a lucky escape recently when 
their 6 metre vessel lost all power just inside 

Jumpinpin Bar.    
 With a heavy outgoing tide and very limited time to re-
act, the vessel was sucked out through the bar resulting in a very 
turbulent experience for those onboard.  
 VMR Southport was tasked to respond and was on 
scene within 20 minutes of the call, locating the troubled vessel 
approximately 1 nautical mile to sea and heading east with the 
tide.
 A tow rope was attached and the vessel was successfully 
towed back through Jumpinpin with a couple of wet but grateful 
boaties wiser for their unplanned experience.

____________________

The crew members who volunteer for Australia 
Day duties get to witness all sorts of activi-

ties during the day, not uncommonly a lot of these 
involve drunken stupidity.  
 This year whilst towing a small vessel in the Nerang 
River, one of the towed vessels’ somewhat intoxicated passen-
gers took an unplanned swim.
 Approaching the Chevron Island bridge the vessels’ 
occupants broke into a frenzy of excitement when they spotted a 
semi naked female posing for them on a high rise balcony.  This 
particular gentleman stood up in the boat to show his apprecia-
tion, only to find his sea legs weren’t stable; consequently he fell 
straight over the side of the boat.
 This then caused the VMR vessel to have to backtrack 
and pull this character aboard, totally unaware as to what had 
even happened to him.

__________________

It’s a bad enough experience for any boatie to 
have the misfortune of breaking down on the 

water, but it’s even more disheartening when the 
misfortune turns into a blame game from another 
party.  
 A lady called VMR recently stating that her incompe-
tent, incapable, totally unorganised and unreliable husband had 
caused their boat to break down in the Coomera River.
 Upon arrival at the vessels’ location and following a 
chat with the occupants (an oil alarm was ascertained to be the 
problem) the VMR crew asked where the man would like his 
vessel to be towed to.  His reply was “anywhere she can get off 
and I can get a bottle of rum to erase the earache, headache and 
heartache I have just experience over the last hour”!

__________________

by Glenn Norris
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Boat Crew
New Recruit
Bob Jordan
Kevin Bell

John Fontellas
Mark Raphe
Bob Wickins

Inshore Skipper
Kate O’Shea
Rob Fischer

Radio Operators
Andrew Curtis

Anne McMurray
Donald Leslie

Don McFarlane

ACTIVE  
MEMBER 
Active Members 

who have achieved 
higher ranking

Congratulations55 911 300

Next course starts
5th July, 2012

Full details are available 
from the Base

Recent examinations have 
resulted in a number of 

new Members obtaining their 
Marine Radio Operator’s 
Certificate of Proficiency

Congratulations to:

CRUICKSHANK, Kevin
KIRKWOOD, Colin

LEAHEY, John
MEEHAN, Roderick
SIMMONS, Gavin

MROCP
EXAMINATION  

RESULTS

SOME STATS

ACTIVATIONS OCT
2011

NOV
2011

DEC
2011

Towed Vessels 36 38 33
Jump Starts 2 6 8
Pump Outs
Groundings 7 3 3
Transporting 3
Fire
Medical 1
Searches 1 1
Dispersal of Ashes 1 5
Public Relations 10 10 14
Crew Training 67 57 51

TOTALS 125 118 114
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 This is one case, on Friday arvo the 30/12 I arrived at 
crew and was told that a boat was on the North wall. The situa-
tion arose that during the day a bloke was drift-fishing the North 
wall of the Seaway. When he realised he was getting too close to 
the wall, he went to start his motor. However the starter motor 
wouldn’t engage and he couldn’t start his outboard.
 With all his attempts he had no luck and before he knew 
it he was on the rocks. His boat was washed over the ledge and 
ended up wedged against the wall. Ropes were put out front and 
back to hold her.  He was picked up by either Boating & Fisher-
ies or Water Police boats I am not sure. They bought him back to 
our Base and he went home but had left a message for the crew 
that he would phone later and was going to come down to help 
us get it off the wall. After discussing the dilemma this boat was 
in with Al Curtis the Duty Skipper we decided to ring the guy 
and tell him we would go and have a look at the boat and ring 
him back.
 After looking at the vessel and its position there was no 
way we could get it off especially as his outboard was wedged in 
rocks.
He was advised this and told to come in next morning and we 
would take him up and he could get his valuables off the boat.
As at today the 06/01 the boat is still on rocks slowly breaking 
up, the motor has gone and the hull is coming away from the 
sides. The photos show its progression in its demise.
 The guy’s story was that he had just purchased it and 
this was his first trip out in it. He had just spent $2000 on elec-
tronics. It was a costly first trip as the rig was not insured. He did 
manage when we took him back in the morning to get some valu-
ables including his Electronics off it however he was resigned to 
the fact that his boat was not going to come home again and if 
you are like me and love your boat then it would be heartbreak-
ing.
 As a fisherman myself I know that to get to where 
the fish are you have get as close as you can and as one very 
experienced Tournament Fisherman once said to me and my son 
Nathan if you are not loosing gear you are not where the fish are. 
 In saying this we discussed the various safety aspects 
which I have listed below.
- If fishing close to shore i.e. Beach or Rock wall and you  
 have no electric motor keep your motor going.
- If you have an Electric do not take it out of the water   
 before you have started your drive motor.
- If anchored start your motor before raising the anchor.
- Boat & Engine Maintenance is paramount especially 
in the saltwater environment we fish in as its corrosive ability 
is amazing. This is one of the major causes of engine failure. A 
good spray of CRC or any other such product is a necessity after 
each trip. 
(My family are sure I have shares in WD40 I use it that much)
 You have to have faith in your boat when you are out 
there because if you do get into trouble, not only is it yourself 
and your passengers but also outsiders such as the general public 
and the rescuers who get involved. 
 We have a wonderful Piscatorial Paradise here on the 
Gold Coast and when you are out there you should be enjoying it 
not worrying about how you are going to get out and back.

by Bruce Andersen

A Costly Lesson
For those of you who know or don’t know, I am 

a Skipper with VMR at Southport and over my 
25 years I have seen many things happen on the 
Broadwater that make you sit back and think how 
could these be avoided. What education on safety 
and care to avoid getting into difficulty could be 
done for the boaties and fishermen.
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THE BOAT WORKS  Gold Coast

THE BOAT WORKS

200 Beattie Rd
Coomera Qld 4109

2 Azalea Ave
Runaway Bay Marina

PHONE 07 5580 5555



 

 

 

 
 

Background 
New legislation has been introduced to improve 
boating safety. The changes are intended to 
reduce marine incidents and increase the 
likelihood of surviving a marine incident. 

 
The new requirements will apply mainly to 
recreational boating and personal watercraft 
operators. However, some requirements will also 
apply to commercial and fishing boat operators. 

 
New legislative requirements 
Changes include: 

• Requiring a higher standard of boat operator 
skills for new licence holders of large 
recreational boats. 

• Introducing better training for recreational 
licences. 

• Extending the list of coastal bars requiring 
everyone onboard to wear a personal 
flotation device (PFD) when in an open boat 
under 4.8 metres in length. 

• Additional operating requirements for 
personal watercraft (PWC) to minimise the 
likelihood of collisions. 

• Additional safety equipment requirements for 
PWCs operating offshore in line with other 
recreational boats. 

 
The new requirements also include several 
miscellaneous matters: 

• The owner of a recreational boat to ensure a 
master is appropriately licensed. 

• Recognition of particular types of overseas 
boating licences. 

• Emergency Position Indicating Radio 
Beacon’s (EPIRB) registration sticker to be 
fixed to the beacon. 

• Interstate registered recreational boats on an 
interstate voyage do not require Queensland 
registration when in Queensland waters. 

• New stowage requirements for safety 
equipment to enable immediate access in the 
event of an emergency. 

• The new Australian Standard 4758 for PFDs 
as an appropriate standard for use. 

 
 

 
 
Key dates 
New Changes 
From 1 January 2012, all legislative requirements 
will apply, other than the new boat licensing 
requirements. 
 
New boat licensing requirements 

From 1 January 2013, the new recreational boat 

licensing changes requiring a higher standard of boat 

operator skills for new licence holders of large 

recreational boats are proposed to apply. Further details 

will be provided closer to this date. 
 
Availability 
For more information, please visit the Maritime 
Safety Queensland website at www.msq.qld.gov.au 
under headlines to access the Frequently Asked 
Questions, Factsheet and other related documents. 

 
Information 
For further information about this Marine Information 
Bulletin, email msqmail@msq.qld.gov.au. 
 
Other Marine Information Bulletins covering various 
topics relating to the safe operation of vessels can 
be obtained from Maritime Safety Queensland's 
website www.msq.qld.gov.au and from the following 
Maritime Safety Queensland regional offices: 
 
Airlie Beach (07) 4946 2200 
Bundaberg (07) 4131 8500 
Cairns (07) 4052 7400 
Gladstone (07) 4973 1200 
Hervey Bay (07) 4194 9600 
Mackay (07) 4944 3700 
Mooloolaba (07) 5477 8425 
Pinkenba (07) 3860 3500 
Southport (07) 5539 7300 
Townsville (07) 4726 3400 

Issued December 2011 

Marine Information Bulletin 

Boating safety improvements 
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Scientific name    Platycephalus fuscus
Other names    mud flathead
Frequent misidentifications  bartailed flathead northern sand flathead
Description    top of body varies from dark greenish-brown, to pale fawn, to mid-brown; has blotchy  
     appearance can change body colour to match substrate under-surface of head is pale pink  
     pectoral fins are densely spotted with brown tail has a distinguishing large dark blotch
Distribution    estuaries and coastal bays found on sand, mud, gravel and sea grasses Cairns and further  
     south
Size     50 cm common length, 130 cm maximum total length
Size and bag limits   minimum size: 40 cm; maximum size: 75 cm 
     bag limit  5 (not included in bag limit for other flathead)
How to distinguish from other flathead tail has large dark blotch; no horizontal dark bars

know your flathead CORRECTION to 

printed in the December 2011 issue of Vsheet. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused.
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On New Year’s Day two teenagers presented at 
VMR Southport with a bucket containing a 

small marine creature they had found in the Ma-
rine Stadium.  Although dead, this creature  was 
immediately identified as a Blue Ringed Octopus, 
now known as one of the world’s most venomous 
marine creatures.
 Despite the small size of these creatures (approx. 12-
20cms) they are capable of producing a toxin so venomous that it 
is estimated to be 10,000 times stronger than cyanide.  This toxin 
is produced by bacteria in the salivary glands of the octopus and 
can be fatal to humans.
 The Blue Ringed Octopus is generally found in the 
Pacific Ocean region from Japan to Australia, most commonly 
from the south coast of New South Wales around to South Aus-
tralia, however it is not uncommon for them to be found in rocky 
tidal pools along the Queensland coast, feeding on shrimp, small 
crabs and fish.
 Normally quite docile, these creatures will become very 
agitated when provoked and their normal black/blue rings appear 
much more pronounced, almost appearing iridescent blue in col-
our on their yellowish/brown skin.  Prior to being incited, a Blue 
Ringed Octopus can easily camouflage into its surroundings and 
is not commonly seen.
 There is currently no anti-venom available and many 
victims may not realise that they have been bitten by a Blue 
Ringed Octopus because the bite can be tiny and often painless.  
Due to the chemical composition of the venom a paralysis effect 
occurs, disabling a victim’s respiratory muscles within minutes 
of being bitten, resulting in respiratory arrest and then cardiac 
arrest due to a lack of oxygen.

HEALTHY HINTS

by Glenn Norris

 Pressure should immediately be applied to a bite from 
a Blue Ringed Octopus and preparation for commencing Cardio 
Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) should be commenced, as the 
paralysis slowly takes effect.
 A victim may remain conscious and alert during this 
period, however this can be temporary, and immediate advanced 
medical assistance should be sought regardless of whether or not 
the creature was actually sighted and identified.
 Generally with speedy medical intervention a victim 
of a Blue Ringed Octopus bite can recover well if the signs and 
symptoms are recognised early and the correct first aid treatment 
applied.
 In saying this, if you are unlucky enough to come across 
a creature such as the Blue Ringed Octopus, and you cannot 
identify it with certainty, do not attempt to touch it as the out-
come may not be pleasant.

BLUE RINGED OCTOPUS

Christmas at the Base 2011
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First Prize - A. Williams, Paddington, 

Second Prize - J. Perera, Southport, Qld.

Third Prize - R. Evans, Labrador, Qld.

Fourth Prize - K. Wilson, Biggera Waters, Qld.

Fifth Prize - G. Kearns, Sylvania, NSW.
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Drawn by President Steve with Roy and Bev helping out.

and the Winners are: _ _ 



Sam Shnukal enjoys a cold drink 
or two at Christmas.

Bare foot bowls after dark keep Steve Modra 
and Jo Schon on their toes.

Gold Coast Marine Centre Boat Show was a 
good spot to recruit new members.

The Office Girls keep the show on the road.
Left to right: Bev Weldon, Diana Gibson, 
Beris Simpson, Jill McGhie, Sonia Curtis, 

Chrissie Matthews.
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