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Well I thought I had achieved all I was going 
to after 13 years service in the organisation. 

 I have been a Duty Skipper for quite a number of years 
fi rstly in Green Crew and then Black Crew as well as previously 
spending 3 years as the Unit Training Co-ordinator.  Never in my 
wildest dreams did I ever expect to be spending this much time 
in the organisation nor becoming President. Hard to believe but 
initially I just joined to learn how to cross coastal bars. Where 
do all those years go, why am I still here? It’s purely and simply 
because I am very passionate about the organisation and what it 
stands for and the community service it provides.  I often look 
at members during frequent visits to the Seaway Tower or the 
Base Radio Room or Crewies on duty or training on a Tuesday 
night and wonder why they turn up week after week. Many 
have different reasons for joining up but the one constant is that 
they want to help in any way they can and to be able to make 
a difference. I see it as my roll to ensure each and every one of 
them be looked after in regards to making their tasks easier and 
ensuring the facilities they use are of a high standard. 
 When I fi rst joined VMR Southport I already had all 
my commercial Certifi cates of Competency, but I preferred to 
complete all of the assessments so as to have a sense of what a 
member walking off the street had to go through. Since those 
early days we have progressed leaps and bounds in the training 
front. Whilst it may take a little bit longer for Active Members to 
progress through the ranks, at the end of it all members receive a 
qualifi cation that can be used throughout Australia and members 
of the public also receive the benefi ts of that higher standard of 
training during rescues and assists. This was recently bought to 
the forefront when our training system was used to represent 

VMRAQ in a Maritime Safety Queensland audit to retain our 
Registered Training Organisation Authority. It was audited by 
two Senior Maritime Safety Offi cers from Southport and we were 
successful in having the authority extended for a further 3 years 
with no non-compliances recorded. It is a credit to Robert Brock, 
the VMRAQ Training Offi cer, for having produced the computer 
based training system we use and our own members from the 
UTC Dave MacDonald to the team of trainers delivering the 
package on Tuesday nights and weekends.
 Since coming into offi ce approximately a month ago 
I have been taking my time to have a look at all facets of the 
organisation and it would be remiss of me not to thank Steve 
Modra and the past Management Committee for leaving the 
organisation in the good position it is in. I look forward to 
progressing on with modernising the way we do things. This is 
not a process that happens overnight especially for a volunteer 
organisation and it is one that may have its teething problems. 
But I ask members to bear with us as there is a light at the end 
of the tunnel and the end result is to make operations easier for 
all. I do encourage those that encounter problems to let myself 
or members of the Management Committee know (as some have 
already done) so that these can be looked at. By working together 
we can only progress to ensure our future looks bright.
 As a very proud member and President of VMR 
Southport I look forward to the future challenges that face us in 
the upcoming year.
 Good Luck and Safe Boating

President’s President’s 
ReportReport President Ken GibbsPresident Ken Gibbs
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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORTPROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

support our supporters

As summer approaches and the waterways become the 
focus of Gold Coasters recreational time, Gold Coast 

Water Police wish to reinforce the importance 
of marine safety as a priority this season.

in a seaworthy condition, operated in a safe manner and equipped 
with the required safety equipment.
 It is important to check the boat before it is placed in the 
water, Gold Coast Water Police advise that you spend some time 
before using the boat checking that the engines are mechanically 
sound and that safety equipment is on board, accessible and 
current.
 Many incidents that place people’s safety at risk could 
be prevented by performing simple checks prior to use of the 
craft.
 During the operation of the vessel, you must ensure that 
an appropriately licensed person is in charge of the vessel at all 
times, that the vessel is not loaded beyond its’ rated capacity and 
that it is being used in a manner and area suitable to the vessel 
type and the prevailing conditions.
 Compliance with license and registration requirements 
will be a priority of Water Police this summer, if your vessel is in 
the water, tied to a jetty, at anchor or underway, the boat must be 
currently registered.  A recent check of a large marina within the 
Gold Coast area discovered that of the fi rst 20 vessels checked, 6 
had cancelled registration.  Failure to register your vessel attracts 
a $220 fi ne.
 Consideration for other waterways users is paramount 
on the narrow and, at times, congested Gold Coast waters.  Be 
aware of the speed restrictions within specifi ed distances of 
objects, persons and other vessels.  You must also be aware of 
the impact your boat is having on other persons, the wash created 
by you may not hit a shoreline for sometime after you have 
passed, but could have serious impact on other craft or people in 
the area.  If in doubt, SLOW DOWN.
 Awareness of all waterways users and courtesy towards 
them will enhance the safety in the marine environment this 
summer for the enjoyment of all.
 Merry Christmas and I’ll see you out there.
 Lucas Young
 S/Sgt GCWP
 

Lucas Young

Senior Sergeant, Officer in Charge
Gold Coast Water Police.

 With increased vessel traffi c on our beautiful waterways 
the safety of your boat, its occupants and other waterways users 
is everyone’s responsibility.  As the master of a vessel you have 
a general safety obligation to ensure the safety of any person 
impacted by the use of your vessel, you must ensure the vessel is 

Christmas time, sometimes referred to as ‘the silly season’, 
is coming down our chimney once again. Hopefully, this 
year, Santa will oblige us with a trouble-free, happy and 

safe boating holiday period.
Careful boat maintenance, common sense, and considera-
tion for others will help to ensure our Christmas Wishes 

are granted.
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The Gold Coast is renowned for its beaches, waterways and 
coastal features. This is no doubt a founding reason why 

many decide to make the Gold Coast their home or holiday 
destination.  
 However, one reason for the sheer beauty that tends to be 
overlooked to the casual beach goer or local boatie is the dedicated 
management Gold Coast City Council invests in to support the 
caring nature of the community to help improve the health of the 
coastal zone. 
 BeachCare, Gold Coast’s award-winning dune care 
program, is a prime example of the proactive coastal management 
initiatives Gold Coast City Council supports to encourage all to 
care for our coast. Established in 2005, passionate coastal experts 
from the Griffi th Centre for Coastal Management create waves 
of coastal awareness and activities on Gold Coast’s much-loved 
beaches, foreshores and dunes. 
 Primarily, BeachCare facilitates family-friendly dune care 
activities, which include dune planting, weed removal and beach 
litter pick-ups on a different beach from Paradise Point to Rain-
bow Bay nearly every weekend. Further, considering the extent of 
coastline we have on the Gold Coast, BeachCare also supports the 
establishment of ‘self-suffi cient’ dune care groups and encourages 
dune-loving individuals to adopt a patch of dune to actively man-
age. To some this may seem quite technical with the supportive 
educational resources BeachCare also provides, however, paves 
a way for many to learn a little bit more about the coast and with 
that love it while giving back and having fun.
 A very active group of local residents from Runaway Bay 
have done just that and have enhanced the health of the local fore-
shore at Constance Esplanade – opposite Crab Island. Since 2008, 
BeachCare has been actively helping local residents manage the 
foreshore by facilitating dune care activities and providing techni-
cal advice during management decisions. Over the course of the 
last four years there has been signifi cant coastal erosion due to the 
exposure to from both northerly and southerly wave run-up, king-

How to give a little to help the Coast

 “Without dunes there would be no 
beach or foreshore to park your 
boat or cast a line and enjoy ”

Naomi Edwards

Constance Esplanade planting by BeachCare volunteers 
beside the Howard street boat ramp Runaway Bay
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Coastal Pigface that established at Constance 
Esplanade helps stabilise the dune 

tides and human traffi c. However, in the meantime, the vulnerabil-
ity has increased the determination of the local residents to help 
with the natural recovery of the beach by improving the health of 
the dune. By predominantly focusing on dune planting, this has 
helped with the stabilisation of the dune and therefore, supported 
the natural build up of a ‘sandbank’. For the group, trying to 
establish dune plants tends to be a race against the clock before the 
stormy-season sets in and increases erosion vulnerability. Funda-
mentally meaning, without the local resident’s dedicated support to 
plant native dune plants to stabilise the foreshore, the much-loved 
coastal pocket by boaties, jet-skiers and general beach goers would 
have washed away. 
 Considering the dynamic nature of Constance Esplanade 
and no doubt many foreshores in the Broadwater region, Naomi 
Edwards from BeachCare explained how essential it was to take 
care of dunes to increase the stability of the foreshores and beaches 
used by many. “It is paramount for all coastal enthusiasts, from 
boaties to surfers, to understand how important dunes are for the 
health and protection of our coastal zone. Without dunes there 
would be no beach or foreshore to enjoy and with that park your 
boat or cast a line.”
 She further explained what we could all do to ensure the 
coastal features we all adore are maintained and improved. “By 
simply accessing the water safely and appropriately via designated 
beach access pathways and boat ramps, and for those on the water 
try to reduce boat wake, collectively such practices can help with 
the big task of managing our coast. Or you could simply come 
along to BeachCare and learn how you can care for your local 
beach.” 
 It seems we can all build on the passion from BeachCare, 
learn a bit more about our coastal environment and help care for 
our coast. For more information about the BeachCare program 
or how to mitigate your impact in the coastal zone please contact 
BeachCare at gccm@griffi th.edu.au or (07) 5552 8506 or visit 
www.griffi th.edu.au/coastal-management.
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55 911 30055 911 300

Next course starts
1st November, 2012
Full details are available 

from the Base

Recent examinations have 
resulted in a number of 

new Members obtaining their 
Marine Radio Operator’s 
Certificate of Proficiency

Congratulations to:

MROCPMROCP
EXAMINATION  EXAMINATION  

RESULTSRESULTS

ACTIVE ACTIVE   
MEMBER MEMBER 

PROMOTIONSPROMOTIONS
Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

CongratulationsCongratulations

SOME STATSSOME STATS
ACTIVATIONS JLY

2012
AUG
2012

SEP
2012

Towed Vessels 29 31 45
Jump Starts 6 2 3
Pump Outs 4
Groundings 8 5 5
Transporting 2 3
Fire

Medical 3
Searches 5 4 2
Dispersal of Ashes 1
Public Relations 6 6 11
Crew Training 53 60 56

TOTALS 112 110 128

RADIO OPERATOR
Glenys Paschedag

Mike Roberts
Jeff Crane

INSHORE SKIPPER
Adam Watson

RECRUIT
Mark Rothera

FLYNN, John
HUME, Maxwell

MACDONALD, Shaun

SWT LIASON
Bev Weldon
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Check the weather before your head out
Weather systems can be changeable and unpredictable. Good weather 
is critical for a safe and comfortable day out boating. Weather 
forecasts should be obtained when planning any trip on the water, no 
matter how short, and updates should be obtained while you are out on 
the water.

You can check the weather forecast on the Bureau of Meteorology 
website at www.bom.gov.au or call Maritime Safety Queensland’s 
weather service on the following numbers:

Forecast telephone numbers
 All of Queensland – 1300 360 426
 Marine warnings – 1300 360 427 
 South east Queensland – 1300 360 428

Weather information is also regularly broadcast on VHF radio channel 
67 by local volunteer marine organisations. Broadcast schedules vary 
from station to station and may change at the discretion of the local 
station. Channel 67 is also monitored by volunteer organisations and 
individual forecasts can be provided on request.

Maritime Safety QueenslandM

I recently had the pleasure of meeting the State 
Member for Broadwater, Verity Barton on her 
visit to the Seaway Tower organised by Seaway 
Tower Co-ordinator Lyn Wilson. Ms Barton is 
keen to get around the local area to extend her 
local knowledge and see fi rsthand what local 
volunteers do to assist the public. She had the 
opportunity to speak with Sam Shnukal (VMR) 
and Electtra Zaponne (AVCG) and see the radio 
operators in action. 

Local MP Visits the Seaway Tower

Check the weatherCheck the weather

Ken Gibbs

L to R: Lyn Wilson AVCG, Verity Barton MP, Ken Gibbs President VMR.
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THE BOAT WORKS Gold Coast

Advertising in the Vsheet is as easy as callingAdvertising in the Vsheet is as easy as calling

        55 911 300
       or the Advertising Manager

         0415 104 263
      

Marine Safety begins with youMarine Safety begins with you

THE BOAT WORKS - 200 BEATTIE RD COOMERA 4209
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A frantic lady called VMR recently stating she was trying 
to contact her husband who was staying on his boat on The 
Broadwater.  Once the man’s possible location was obtained, a 
VMR crew was tasked to locate him and advise him to contact 
his wife.  Being where expected, the crew located the husband’s 
boat and passed on the message.  Being very appreciative of 
VMR’s actions, the man then quite irately stated, “I go out in the 
boat to get some peace and quiet and she still traces me down!”  
The mobile had purposely been turned off….

*********************************
VMR Southport was recently tasked to assist ambulance 
Paramedics with a patient who had a suspected hip fracture.  
After transporting the offi cers to the location, they quickly 
ascertained that transport by water for the middle aged man 
could be very uncomfortable and exacerbate his condition. With 
pain relief and immobilisation administered, a rescue helicopter 
was tasked to transport the man to hospital for further treatment.  
VMR returned the Paramedics to shore.

**********************************
A midweek crew was tasked during September to assist a 20ft 
vessel which had broken down offshore.  Location - 26nm East 
of the Gold Coast Seaway.  After plotting the vessel’s position, 
the Crew proceeded, on a relatively calm day, to rendezvous 
with the vessel.  On arrival the vessel’s Skipper advised he had 
no forward gearbox movement.  The motor was brand new, on 
its fi rst trip.  A tow rope was attached and the vessel returned 
to Southport.  The owner later advised that a dislodged internal 
gearbox clip was the cause of his breakdown.  A 90cent part.

************************************

Recently a VMR Crew was tasked to assist a broken down vessel 
late at night.  After connecting the tow line and instructing the 
Skipper to lift his anchor, the routine assist quickly became a 
retrieval exercise.  The Skipper of the stricken vessel managed 
to pull himself overboard trying to retrieve the anchor, resulting 
in a late night, unexpected, unwanted swim!  Although slightly 
embarrassed, the man was most pleased the worst of the winter 
months were behind us.

*************************************
A jetski rider contacted VMR advising his jetski had run out 
of fuel on South Stradbroke Island and it was stuck on the 
beach, on the seaward side of the island.  Being almost dusk, 
with a moderate swell running, it was explained to the caller it 
was too dangerous for a VMR vessel to attempt to retrieve his 
jetski under these conditions.  It was suggested that the jetski 
be secured on the beach and the man walk through the island to 
where VMR could pick him up and return him to the boat ramp 
as conditions during daylight were more favourable to retrieve 
the jetski.  The rider agreed and advised he would phone VMR 
when on the inside of the island.

Thirty minutes later the jetski rider phoned VMR again and 
stated he had decided to swim the jetski out through the breaking 
waves, was now offshore and required a VMR vessel to come 
and get him.  Now, in complete darkness, VMR were quickly on 
the scene and returned the jetski and rider to the boatramp!

************************************

NOTABLE  JOBS 
aka Mentionable Things

Glenn Norris

Volunteer Marine RescueVolunteer Marine Rescue
WE ARE ORDINARY EVERYDAY PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU

WHO GIVE UP OUR TIME TO VOLUNTEER TO MAN A CREW
A LIFEBOAT THAT CAN BE ON CALL TWENTY FOUR HOURS 

A DAY
YES MY FRIEND WE  DO THIS WITHOUT ANY PAY

WE EVEN MAN A RADIO ALL DAY AND NIGHT
SO WHEN WE HEAR A CALL OF DISTRESS WE CAN COME 

TO YOUR PLIGHT
WE SPEND MANY HOURS WITH RAFFLES AND RAISING 

FUNDS TO PAY
THE FUEL COSTS WHICH AS YOU KNOW IS EXPENSIVE 

TODAY
THIS MONEY HELPS KEEP THE FLOTILLA  AFLOAT

SO THAT WE THE VOLUNTEERS CAN PUT TO SEA AND 
RESCUE YOU AND YOUR BOAT

IF THERE IS ANYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE 
SEA

YOU CAN CALL THE VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE AND 
SPEAK TO SOMEONE JUST LIKE ME. 

BY LAVINIA KEMP (VINI)
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In a city as large as the Gold Coast it is quite 
surprising there are some unnamed places but the 

Gold Coast Broadwater has a few. 
 There are also some common names which do not have 
offi cial status because they have not been properly recorded. 
This came to light when an application was made to name three 
‘Black’ holes on the Broadwater.
 The three unnamed features are the large sandbank in 
the centre of the southern Broadwater, the small island which 
crowns it and the spit of land which forms the southern approach 
to the ‘Gold Coast Seaway’.
 The process of recording place names is specifi ed by the 
‘Place Names Act 1994’. The Department of Natural Resources 
and Mines currently administers this Act.
 The Minister for this department, Andrew Cripps has 
called for public comment on these names. Comments must be 
lodged by December 7. 
 The place name plan for these features is available for 
viewing at any Gold Coast City Council administration centre or 
by visiting www.dnrm.qld.gov.au.
 The heart and lungs of the southern Broadwater is the 
large sandbank in its centre. It supports a large array of wildlife. 
The eastern side of the sandbank has rich clean golden sand and 
this gradually changes to silty loam on its western side. This part 
of the sandbank is an ideal habitat for marine invertebrates and 
along this shoreline there are healthy seagrass beds. The visible 
component of the wildlife found here is the large number of birds 
which gather here. The practical name ‘Broadwater Banks’ has 
been suggested for this feature. 
 ‘Curlew Island’ has been suggested for the small island 
which forms a permanent high point of the sandbank. This island 
is the ‘hottest’ wildlife location in the Gold Coast Broadwater. 
 It is a high water roost for shorebirds and frequently 
1000 birds shelter here at high tide. It is the permanent summer 
home for 50-100 Eastern Curlews. These are the world’s largest 
shorebird. Each year these migratory birds clock up about 20,000 
kilometres as they fl y to northern Siberia to breed during winter 

Gold Coast Broadwater

Gold Coast Broadwater - Proposal Plan



promotes a curiosity to fi nd out what these ‘Curlews’ are.
 The other unnamed feature is the narrow spit of land 
which forms the southern approach to the Gold Coast Seaway. 
If you don’t like ‘Seaway Spit’ as a name, now is the time to 
sharpen your pencil and get busy writing.
 The other names in the immediate vicinity which have 
not been properly recorded in the ‘Place Names’ database are 
Carters Bank, Carters Basin, Deepwater Point, Gold Coast 
Seaway, Labrador Channel, South Channel, South Wavebreak 
Island Channel and the Basin.
 If you think there are any errors in these names, now is 
the time to point this out.
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r is on the Map

Bob Westerman

Curlew Sandpipers with Bar-tailed Godwits

Eastern Curlew

and come back here for summer. They are uncommon in the rest 
of the world but are common here.    
 This is one of the easiest locations in Australia to see 
them. The large number of Eastern Curlews which reside here 
would qualify this island as an Important Habitat under the 
Commonwealth EPBC Act. Curlew Sandpipers and Beach Stone 
Curlews also visit the island. 
 The Eastern Curlews are joined by several hundred Bar-
tailed Godwits, Whimbrels, Crested Terns and an array of other 
birds. Please support ‘Curlew Island’ as the name for this feature. 
Only a few names on the Gold Coast honour our natural heritage 
so here is an opportunity to give one place on the Gold Coast 
a name which draws attention to its natural values and perhaps 
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I was fi lling in for Scooter who was out trying his 
luck in the fl athead classic. We had a couple of 

regulation jobs and put in a good effort with some 
training. 
 Then it happened, around noon we received 
a call from Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) 
communications – Ambos were on their way, a medical 
in the Tipplers Channel. Now I’m not sure what it is 
about a Medivac but the adrenalin starts fl owing and the 
heart rate increases and the expectant look upon crewies 
faces – Take Me Take Me! I’m sure it all has to do with 
the opportunity to do what we train for – Save Lives.  
The crew acted professionally; those going on the job 
went down to Marine Rescue 1 and made sure it was 
ready to go; another to the front gate to ensure the gate 
was open for the ambulance.
 Before too long they arrived. There were 2 Paramedics and 
1 University Trainee on board. Our guys helped them down with their 
equipment. We quickly introduced ourselves and they were all given a 
safety briefi ng on board and we were off as quick as safely possible. We 
were told of the urgency of this job – a 12 year old boy had had some sort 
of a seizure while walking in the water and may have taken in some water 
and was now unconscious – a serious job.
 We were met in the Tipplers Channel 18 minutes later by a Jet 
Ski pointing frantically towards the B.O.A.T. Club. We proceeded towards 
the beach where we could see a group of people gathered at the waters 
edge, some were holding up a towel to shade the patient who was in the 
recovery position. The Ambos quickly disembarked from Marine Rescue 
1. We helped them with their equipment and they swung into action, 

Medivac Ken Gibbs

with 2 attending the patient and the other getting 
information from the patient’s family. 
 It was about this time we heard the thud 
thud of a helicopter overhead. After a quick fl y 
over they landed on the beach about 100 m south 
of our position – it was Emergency Management 
Queensland’s rescue helicopter and out came a 
doctor, an advanced care paramedic and 2 aircrew 
offi cers. After about 15 minutes of working on the 
patient we could see he had regained consciousness 
as he was talking to the doctor. They then called for 
our scoop stretcher to enable the patient to be picked 
up off the sand and be placed on the helicopter’s 
stretcher and soon enough they had taken off and 
were away. 
 The paramedics reboarded Marine Rescue 1 
and we were heading back to base, we were told that 
it looked good for boy – nothing a couple of days rest 
and observation in hospital wouldn’t fi x. 
 That’s probably one of the most 
disappointing aspects of a Medivac, we never really 
hear how the patient fares, but one thing we do 
know – if you are injured on the Broadwater you will 
receive the best of care.

It started out as just a normal crew. 

EMQ Rescue helicopter arrives at B.O.A.T. beach.

EMQ Rescue helicopter called in to assist
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Recently four members of VMR Southport took part in a 
Trainer and Assessor course (TAE40110 Certifi cate lV in 

Training & Assessment).
 The four included David Thomas (Senior Radio 
Operator), Kate O’Shea (Inshore Skipper), Jason Horn (Inshore 
Skipper) and Alan Curtis (Duty Skipper). The course was 
delivered by Karen Whitehead and Lindsay Hamon from 
Kplinsync Group over fi ve evenings. 
 This intensive course was well received by all the 
participants who have gained valuable experience and confi dence 
in knowing that they, as trainers, can pass on their acquired 
knowledge. 
 Night one was the scariest as we all had to deliver an 
unprepared presentation using props supplied by Karen and 
Lindsay. Once we all got over the nerves of standing in front of 
a group and delivering our presentations things got a little easier. 
Over the next four nights again we had to deliver presentations 
which we had to prepare with little time on our sides. The 
presentations were varied from Bomb Threats to Fishing with 
Soft Plastics. 
 At the end of night fi ve we were able to write and 
present a training package knowing that we can track down all 
the resources required. 
Our thanks go to Karen, Lindsay and VMRAQ for organising 
and presenting this course. 
 Kplinsync can be contacted on 07-55320090 or 

www.kplinsync.com.au

New Trainers & Assessors 
for VMR Southport

Alan Curtis

Recently the parent of a child playing on the beach next to 
our rescue base requested assistance with the child and 

his bleeding nose. The VMR crew on duty was able to provide 
fi rst aid for this condition.
 Blood noses or nose bleeds are fairly common and are 
more frequently  experienced by children under 10 years of age 
and adults  over the age of 50, more so in the male population.
A nose bleed is a hemorrhage of the nose with blood draining 
out through the nostrils. Causes can be for a number of reasons, 
however are most common due to trauma (punch), foreign bodies 
(fi ngers) and infl ammatory reactions (sinuses). A rupture of blood 
vessels within the nose and its passages cause this bleeding.
 Bleeding from the nose can last for differing periods of 
time, depending on the reason for the bleed. The bleeding can be 
spontaneous or activated by trauma, and people with high blood 
pressure, blood clotting disorders or the elderly will generally 
hemorrhage more excessively.
 In treating a bleeding nose the general idea is to make 
the blood clot, to stem the fl ow. Applying pressure by pinching 
the soft fl eshy part of the nose will encourage this. The head 
should also be tilted forward to allow a free fl ow. Allowing 
the blood to drain backwards into the throat can be dangerous, 
causing the chances of airway obstruction and nausea. 
Swallowing excess blood can irritate the stomach and initiate 
vomiting.
 Firm pressure should be applied for at least 5 minutes 
and up to 20 minutes depending on blood fl ow easing. Due to 
cross infection gloves should always be worn when assisting 
someone else to control their bleeding.
 In all cases where bleeding can’t be controlled or the 
patient shows signs of nausea, vomiting or becomes unconscious 
immediate medical assistance should be sought.
 Many of us have heard the term ‘a punch to the nose 
can be detrimental to one’s health’. Some of us may have even 
tried to prove it but the Japanese culture sees a nose bleed in a 
different light.
 Japanese folklore believes a sudden violent nosebleed 
is a sign of sexual excitement. They may well be correct as the 
medical profession has discovered that the nose contains erectile 
tissue which may become engorged during sexual arousal.
 Hold on guys. No violent nose picking please!!

Nosebleeds
Glenn Norris
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Angler Antics 
    part 10

Well folks we are back, our apologies due to my 
workload before the last edition. I was not able to 
put pen to paper in time for the previous V Sheet.

Well on the fi shing front, it has been an exciting 
time in the Ando’s life; we have upgraded our 

fi shing platform to a Bluefi n 435 Wildcat.
 As many of our fi shing buddies know Nathan and I have 
been looking for a new boat for a long time and fi nally by chance 
we were on Boat Sales and saw this little treasure on it for sale 
at Bundall Boat Sales. I will give them a plug, the service and 
back up from them was great and it was good to deal with them. 
The boat has all the nic nacs; we wanted good fi shing platforms, 
live well and a side console. The motor is a 40hp Mariner which 

scoots her along very nicely. We have added a Lowrance HDS 5 
with structure scan and a Minn Kota 55lb iPilot electric motor. 
This is an amazing machine. Its greatest feature is ‘spot-lock’ that 
works by tapping the anchor symbol on the remote and it will 
hold the boat in that position. This is great if you are on a patch 
of fi sh and catching them so you do not drift away from them. We 
have also put a Fusion stereo system in it as we have got to have 
the doff doff going.
 We are very happy with the rig and if you are looking at 
a new or 2nd hand boat we can recommend the Bluefi n.

Our new boat -
the WILDCAT
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 We have also done a trip to our beloved Hole in 
the Wall on Straddy or as it is known now as North Cur-
rigee camp site. We had a couple of newbies on the trip 
Craig and Sarah who are crewies on Red crew. I think they 
will be back. 
 This trip was the start of the pre fi shing for this 
year’s Gold Coast Flathead Classic. The term ‘Pre fi sh-
ing’ means you go and look for some new spots that may 
produce Flatty’s and also new types of soft plastics and 
also hardbody lures. The trip was successful with us catch-
ing about 30 odd fi sh ranging from 60cm down to your 
smaller ones under 40cm which we call rats.
 The Flathead classic was held on the 3rd to the 6th

 October there were 178 teams comprising of 438 fi sher-
man made up of Males, Females and Juniors.
 It was a great tournament with some of the fol-
lowing Stats coming out of it.

•   4917 Flathead caught
•   Largest Flathead 96cm caught trolling a Lively 
lure Micro mullet in silver on 3lb braid by Mi-
chael Green.

For further results and details go to www.goldcoastsport-
fi shingclub.com.au 
 On our side of the fi shing tournament we had 2 
teams entered under the Kakadu Annexe name. Myself 
and Tammy fi shed with Scooter in his Boat and Nathan 
fi shed with his mate Glenn Owen in the Blue Fin.
 One team came in 30th and the other 127th, the 
best result ever in our fi shing this competition.
 We were also very proud of Tammy. She fi nished 
Runner up for the Female competitors just short by 10 
points; a great effort in her fi rst Classic and considering 
she hated using lures 6 months ago.She also got a new PB 
of 71cm. Tammy’s favourite lure was the Berkley Gulp 
2in Garlic Prawn, she nailed it with these.
 Another highlight was Nathan catching an 85cm 
at the end of the fi rst day. This baby put up a great fi ght 
and took him about 20 minutes to land. We fi shed up at the 
Pin area on the fi rst two days and then the Aldershots on 
the last day. The secret is to keep moving; no luck in one 
spot try another or give trolling ago. Trolling is also good 
if you want to give your back and fl icking arm a break 
from jigging your Soft plastics.
 My favourite soft plastic was the white swim-
ming mullet from Gulp and Scooter’s was the ZMann 
Motor oil.
 If you are looking at having a fi sh in an enjoyable 
and fun Tournament with plenty of comradery and prizes 
this is the one.  We will certainly be back there again next 
year.
 Now we are into the summer time so we have 
Mangrove Jack & Whiting on the inside and offshore the 
Pelagics and Mackerel will start to show up.
 So let us hope that the weekend weather shines 
for us so that we can all enjoy the piscatorial paradise we 
have at our doorstep.

 Cheers and happy Fishing  The Ando’s

Bruce, Nathan and Tammy AndersenBruce, Nathan and Tammy Andersen

The AndosThe Andos

Tammy in go mode

Nathans 85cm Flathead

Tammy’s favourite Soft plastic and a lively lure 
micro mullet in the pink



16 Volunteer Marine Rescue

I’m talking about the only commercial seaplane that operates 
on the Broadwater – Cloud 9 seaplanes - VH-NTK. 

 The Cloud 9 seaplane operates mainly for the 
tourist industry, carrying out scenic fl ights to all areas of the 
Broadwater and beyond. The plane a Cessna 206, can take 
5 passengers and has a cruise speed of approximately 120 
knots and a landing speed of about 50 knots. Now for those 
of you that know your regulations, the maximum speed in the 
Broadwater for ships (boats) is 40 knots, so how does that 
work? 
 An aircraft is only classed as a ship for takeoff, when 
landing and taxiing and then it is only required to comply with 
the International Regulations for the Prevention of Collisions 
at Sea, ie rules of the road. As with all aircraft they take off 
and land into the prevailing breeze, generally it will take 
approximately 400 metres to take off or land depending on the 
conditions, both wind and sea state.
 They are required to have a permit to take off and land 
under the Transport Infrastructure (Gold Coast Waterways) 
Management Plan and Marine Parks legislation which generally 
sets out that they can’t land or take off in speed limited areas 
and navigational channels – unless there is a safety issue.
  

Other Waterways Users
Ken GibbsAs summer approaches and the waterways become the focus of Gold 

Coasters recreational time, Gold Coast Water Police wish to reinforce 
the importance of marine safety as a priority this season.

VH-NTK
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Courtesy and the environment 

Consider the environment and the peace of others who use or live 
by the water. Try to travel in areas where noise will not disturb 
other people or wild life. In particular try not to operate near 
houses, parks populated beaches or boat ramps. Avoid shallow 
areas where wading birds congregate and roost. Remember your 
behaviour will refl ect on all other personal watercraft riders.

Wave jumping and surf riding 

Wave jumping and surf riding can be dangerous if you are 
inexperienced and do not think before you act. Before you 
attempt wave jumping and surf riding make sure you know 
who else is out there and where they are. Remember swimmers, 
board riders and other personal watercraft also use the surf. You 
must operate your personal watercraft at least 60 metres away 
from people in the water. While wave jumping you have little 
control over where your craft lands, so it is important you avoid 
collisions and injury to yourself and others.

Be aware of sandbars in shallow waters and underneath waves. 
Make sure you will have suffi cient water to manoeuvre after the 
wave has subsided. As soon as you slow down your personal 
watercraft falls off the plane and digs its stem into the water 
deeper than on the plane. Sucking up sand may cause serious 
damage to your impellor or pump/jet. Always go with your 
instincts and know your own ability. It is important you do not 
try to jump a wave beyond your capabilities — don’t try to jump 
a wave too high or approach it too fast.

Don’t go out alone 
Always go in pairs, particularly when wave jumping. It is best 
to wave jump with another personal watercraft in case you get 
into trouble. A simple twisted wrist can reduce your ability to get 
yourself back to shore safely. In cases of real emergencies the 
second personal watercraft can act as a rescue craft or at least go 
to get help. Always tell someone who is staying on land where 
you are going and when you expect to return.

Freestyling 
Freestyling is where your driving is erratic and non-directional, 
making it diffi cult for others to predict your course to avoid a 

collision. High speed manoeuvres such as wake-jumping, donuts, 
fi gure 8s and 360s are examples of freestyling.

This form of activity causes problems with other waterway users 
and nearby residents. When you are freestyling be aware of other 
waterway users. Find a place away from populated areas (for 
example away from beaches and residential areas) to conduct 
these manoeuvres. Always check over your shoulders and then 
double check before you conduct a turn, especially at high 
speeds. Do not turn until you are sure it is safe to do so.

In coastal waters, freestyling or wave jumping is restricted to 
outside 200 m of the shore if dwellings are within 100 m of the 
shore line, and are in the vicinity of the waters where the personal 
watercraft is operating. Coastal waters do not include dams and 
inland waters. 

Freestyling, surfi ng and wave jumping
No freestyling, surfi ng or wave jumping in certain areas
A person must not use a watercraft to freestyle, surf or wave 
jump—

(a) within 100m of the western shore of the Broadwater between 
the Gold Coast Highway bridge, Main Beach and an imaginary 
line running east from the southern tip of Rat Island near the 
mouth of the south arm of the Coomera River; or
(b) in waters described in schedule 1.
Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

No freestyling, surfi ng or wave jumping near person or 
watercraft
A person must not use a watercraft to freestyle, surf or wave 
jump within—
(a) 30m of another watercraft; or
(b) 60m of a person in the water.
Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

PERSONAL WATERCRAFTPERSONAL WATERCRAFT  
COMMUNITY  UPDATECOMMUNITY  UPDATE

Dear Sir/Madam,I had the misfortune of putting my yacht on the 
sand bank on Saturday afternoon. 

I wish to thank all those involved in getting me 
off. It was done in a timely professional manner. 

I am glad I paid my  fees to join and do my 
radio course there earlier this year.Michael.

011212122VVVV hhhhhh tttt   DDDDD bbbbb 22020200201
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See your best photo in the Vsheet

18 Volunteer Marine Rescue

Send us your best shots and they can appear in the Vsheet. Images are to be related 
to boating, the Broadwater, fishing or anything revelant to our waterways and our use of 
them.
Photo labels: Please label them using your name (ie Andy Smith 01.jpg) and include brief 
details about the image.
Image size: Make sure your images are approx. 12x8 cm @ 300ppi and are high quality 
jpegs for magazine use.

Sunset is a great time of day 
on The Broadwater

ABOVE & LEFT:

Boating at Sunset in ‘Gizmo’
by Sally and Albert Jones.

ABOVE:

Sunset from VMR Base
by Ken Gibbs
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RIGHT:

VMR Southport at the 
Gold Coast International 

Marine Expo 2012

BELOW:

Jetlev Jetpack Flyer Australia in action at the 
Gold Coast International Boat Expo 2012

ABOVE:

Steven Ciobo MP recently presented 
a Moncrieff Community Award to 
Martin Hood for his outstanding 

service to the community through 
his work with VMR.



Australia’s Largest PWC DealerAustralia’s Largest PWC DealerAustralia’s Largest PWC Dealer

Located at 
3 Ereton Dve, Arundel (opp. HarbourTown Shopping Centre)

www.JSWPowersports.com.auwww.JSWPowersports.com.auwww.JSWPowersports.com.au

Call
5529 2616


