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i Everyone and welcome to 2014! It seems only yesterday we were preparing for the Summer
holiday period and now it’s been and gone! I hope everyone made the most of their time off and
enjoyed all that the Gold Coast waterways have to offer. With mostly great weather through the holiday
period our crews were kept super busy on the water attending to a large number of routine breakdown
assists and a number of emergency activations.
Having held the position for a number of years and being aware of the time involved I’d like
to take this opportunity to recognize our Search & Rescue Controller Tim Hutchison for his efforts over
the past few months. Tim and his call out crew helpers are on call 24/7 midweek to enable VMR to
offer round the clock assistance to all our members, and the boating public in general. Both Tim and the
midweek callout crews were kept extremely busy this Summer and did an outstanding job responding to
everything that was asked of them. Well done to all involved!
Looking forward and suddenly Easter isn’t too far away. This year we have the Easter long
weekend and the ANZAC day long weekend back to back so I’m sure many of you will be looking to take
advantage of all these public holidays and spend some time in the boat before the onset of Winter. It could
be a very busy period so please take extra time to plan your trips and remember to use as much patience as
possible while on the water. We will have extra crews on for those two weekends so if you see us out and
about come and say Hi.
Also, don’t forget you can now pay your renewals and join VMR Southport online by visiting
our website www.vmrsouthport.com.au. There’s also other handy boating information there so it’s
GH¿QLWHO\ZRUWKFKHFNLQJRXW
Until next issue…

Steve Pomas
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Hello and welcome to the March issue of the Vsheet.



Articles:
Diana Gibson
diana.gibson46@gmail.com



VMR Southport has undergone a major upgrade of its administration over
the past two years with the largest investment being in its computer section. This
PHDQVWKDW9056RXWKSRUWKDV¿QDOO\FDXJKWXSWRWKHst Century.
The Vsheet is now able to make more interactive communication available
to all members, sponsors and supporters. Discover the links available in the online issue
and explore the pathways to new wonders by simply logging onto our Web Site -

vmrsouthport.com.au
Gold Coast Seaway Tower
Hours: 0515 - 2000
Phone: 5591 2948
Fax:
5571 2360

(Vsheet Newsletter link at bottom left on homepage.)
Many members would have received a personal e-mail to advise of the new Vsheet being online
and invite them to visit the site.
If you have not received this personal e-mail, it probably means we do not have your current
HPDLODGGUHVV7KLVLVHDVLO\UHFWL¿HGE\FRQWDFWLQJWKH%DVHDQGUHFRUGLQJ\RXUFXUUHQWHPDLODGGUHVV

Phone: 55 911 300
E-mail: southport@marinerescueqld.org.au

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by the authors and
contributors of articles in the Vsheet are not
necessarily those of Volunteer Marine Rescue
Southport - Surfers Paradise Assoc. Inc. (VMR)
nor does VMR guarantee the accuracy of statements made by contributors or advertisers or
accept any responsibility for any product or
service statement made herein.

7KLVLVRXU¿UVW9VKHHWIRUDQGZHKRSH\RXHQMR\UHDGLQJWKHDUWLFOHVDQGDSSUHFLDWHWKHZRUNRIWKH
volunteers at VMR Southport.


Stay safe on our waterways
-RKQ6WDQ¿HOG 9VKHHW(GLWRU

ORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT
PROU D SUPP
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dispersal of ashes at sea
A service to the community
Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport-Surfers Paradise Assoc. Inc.
LVKRQRXUHGWRRIIHUWKLVGLJQL¿HGVHUYLFHWRWKHEHUHDYHGPHPEHUVRIDIDPLO\
ZKRZLVKWRFDVWWKHDVKHVRIDIDPLO\PHPEHURUIULHQGXSRQWKHRFHDQ
7KLVVHUYLFHLVSHUIRUPHGDERDUGRQHRIRXU5HVFXHYHVVHOVXVLQJVSHFL¿F
FUHZDQGLQWKHFRPSDQ\RIWKHGHFHDVHG¶VIDPLO\DQGIULHQGV
 /RFDWLRQIRUWKLVVHUYLFHLVSHUIRUPHGZLWKLQRUQHDUWKH*ROG&RDVW6HDZD\
 $JUHDWGHDORIFDUHDQGWKRXJKWLVJLYHQWRWKHZLVKHVRIWKHIDPLO\DQG
IULHQGVDQGWKHGLJQLW\RIWKHRFFDVVLRQLVSDUDPRXQWDWDOOWLPHV7KHFHUHPRQ\LVRQHRILQWLPDF\DQGUHVSHFWDQGZHDUHSURXGWRRIIHUWKLVVHUYLFHWR\RX
DQG\RXUIDPLO\

$OO([6HUYLFHSHUVRQQHODUHDFFRUGHGWKHµ2GHWRWKH)DOOHQ¶DWWKHFRQFOXVLRQRIWKHFHUHPRQ\

$VDYROXQWHHUDVVRFLDWLRQZHGRQRWVHWDIHHEXWDGRQDWLRQZLOOEH
YHU\JUDWHIXOO\UHFHLYHG$OOGRQDWLRQVUHFHLYHGDUHXVHGLQWKHGD\WRGD\
operations of our rescue service.

$ 'iJni¿eG 6erYice
SroYiGeG Ior tKe &oPPunit\
II\RXUHTXLUHPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
please contact us at
Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport
Phone: 55 911 300
32%R[6RXWKSRUW4OG
or visit vmrsouthport.com.au

4

Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Fire at Versace
Tim Hutchison

$IWHUFRPSOHWLQJDQRWKHUDVVLVWDQG¿QDOO\PDNLQJLWKRPHDWRQ
Tuesday 28th-DQXDU\,ZDVUHDG\IRUEHG$WWKHSKRQHUDQJDJDLQ
It was the overnight radio operator Kelly informing me that
Queensland Fire and Rescue Service (QFRS) would like VMR Southport
WRDVVLVWZLWKDYHVVHO¿UHDW9HUVDFH0DULQD$TXLFNWH[WPHVVDJHZDV
sent out to all VMR’s callout crew members. Thankfully Mark Raff
responded rapidly advising he was available.
Just as I was leaving home I received another call from
Kelly with some updated information from QFRS that there were now
YHVVHOVZHOODOLJKW$V,JRWFORVHUDQGZDVGULYLQJDORQJWKH*ROG
&RDVW+LJKZD\,FRXOGVHHWKHJORZRIWKH¿UHDQGWKHPDVVLYHSOXPHRI
smoke emanating into the sky.
Arriving at the VMR base, the Fire Kit that QFRS had only
JLYHQXVPRQWKVDJRZDVTXLFNO\ORDGHGDQGWKHFUHZGHSDUWHGDW
$UULYLQJRQVFHQHDW9HUVDFHFRQWDFWZDVPDGHZLWKWKH4)56
DQGWKHIRDPDQG¿UHKRVHVZHUHTXLFNO\XQORDGHG%\QRZDOOYHVVHOV
ZHUHDEOD]HDQGWKHUHZDVDORWRI¿UHKRVHVODLGRXWDQGZRUNLQJ4)56
TXLFNO\VRXUFHGRXUIRDPVXSSO\DQGVWDUWHGVPRWKHULQJWKHÀDPHV$
IHZ¿UHKRVHVQHHGHGWREHH[WHQGHGVRZHJRWWRZRUNKHOSLQJLQGRLQJ
WKDW$VWKH¿UVWYHVVHOVDQNGLHVHOVWDUWHGOHDNLQJDQGTXLFNO\FDWFKLQJ
DOLJKWZLWKÀDPHVVKRRWLQJLQWKHDLU4)56ZHUHTXLFNWRJHWIRDPRQWR
WKRVHÀDPHV%\QRZWKHQH[WYHVVHOZDVORRNLQJOLNHLWZDVDERXWWR
disappear underwater, however it eventually rolled upside down with
a lot of banging and crunching when it hit its mooring pontoon on its
ZD\RYHU7KHrd YHVVHOZDVVWLOOÀRDWLQJDVZHZHUHSDFNLQJXSRXU
HTXLSPHQWEXWLWZDVLQDYHU\EDGZD\DQGVLWWLQJYHU\ORZLQWKHZDWHU

$UULYLQJEDFNDW%DVHDWZHTXLFNO\SDFNHGRXU
HTXLSPHQWEDFNLQWRWKH%RDWVKHGEHIRUHZHPDGHRXUZD\KRPHWR
clean up and head to work for the day.

Vsheet - March 2014
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S/Sgt Lucas Young
Officer in Charge
Gold Coast Water Police
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Give your boat The Works,
not your wallet.
1/2 PRICE HARDSTAND DEAL*
Pay for seven or more days Hardstand or Refit Shed rental
and receive up to seven days free (non-compounding).

MID-WEEK STANDBY RATES*
Book your vessel in for a mid-week lift (Wed/Thurs)
and receive the first weekend completely free of charge!

LONG-TERM REFIT DEAL*

Book Hardstand or a Refit Shed, pay for three weeks
in advance and receive your fourth week free (compounds
each month)!

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

For transient customers, cruising sailors or busy commercial
operators - our courtesy car is available for your
convenience (bookings required).

FLAGSHIP MARINE SERVICE
GOLD COAST

* Terms & Conditions apply: Subject to availability, limited offer.
Each offer may be used in conjunction with other offers.

%RDW:RUNV'ULYH&RRPHUD*ROG&RDVW4OG

(07) 5500 0000 www.theboatworks.com.au
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old Coast Water Police are one of the
marine enforcement bodies within the South
Eastern Region of Queensland. Within this area,
there are a large number of waterways that are
utilized by locals and holiday makers. During
the Christmas/New Year and Australia Day long
weekend holiday period, the volume of users of
RXUH[SDQVLYHZDWHUZD\VLQFUHDVHVVLJQL¿FDQWO\
It is important to remind recreational
vessel operators, that they have general safety
obligation under legislation to operate their vessel
in a safe manner.

In recent months there has been an increase in non-compliance by
PWC (Personal Water Craft) operators in relation adhering to speed and
distances. The International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea
UHTXLUHVWKDW\RXFRQVLGHUWKHGHQVLW\RIWUDI¿FLQWKHDUHDWRGHWHUPLQHD
safe speed.
The following distances must be also be adhered to, or reduce speed to 6
knots, within:

PRISHRSOHLQWKHZDWHU

PRIDQFKRUHGRUPRRUHGERDWVVWUXFWXUHVERDWUDPSV 
jetties or pontoons

PRIWKHVKRUH

PRIWKHERXQGDU\RIDEDWKLQJUHVHUYH
([FHSWLRQVDSSO\WRNQRWVZLWKLQPRIWKHVKRUHXQGHUWKHIROORZLQJ
conditions:


7KHZDWHUZD\LVOHVVWKDQPZLGHDQG
(a) the operator is operating the PWC in as close
as possible to a straight line to transit the area
(b) the operator stays as close as is possible to the
centre of the waterway or a marked channel.
(c) the PWC is being used in waterskiing/towing.
2.
In coastal waters, freestyling or wave jumping is
restricted to:


D RXWVLGHPRIWKHVKRUHLIGZHOOLQJVDUHZLWKLQ


PRIWKHVKRUHOLQHDQGDUHLQWKHYLFLQLW\RIWKH
waters where the personal watercraft is operating.
Coastal waters do not include dams and inland
waters.
3:&RSHUDWRUVDUHIXUWKHUUHPLQGHGRIUHTXLUHPHQWVWKDWFDPHLQWR
HIIHFW-DQXDU\7KHVHDUH


3:&GULYHUVPXVWNHHSDGLVWDQFHRIPIURP 
other moving boats when travelling at more than

NQRWVXQOHVVWKH3:&LVLQYROYHGLQDQDSSURYHG


DTXDWLFHYHQWRUZKHUHGRLQJVRZRXOGHQGDQJHUWKH
driver or another person.
2.
A supervised unlicensed driver is not allowed to
carry passengers other than the supervising PWC
licence holder.


$VXSHUYLVLQJ3:&OLFHQFHKROGHUPXVWZHDUWKH
kill switch safety lanyard when the PWC is being
driven by an unlicensed driver.
PWC operators are to ensure that the PWC they are operating has
a ‘Ride Smart’ sticker attached the PWC and that it must be clearly
viewable by the operator.

Specified Distances
Ride Smart Stickers also assist PWC Operators with the
UHPLQGHUVRIEDVLFUXOHVDQGUHJXODWLRQUHTXLUHPHQWV

,W¶VLPSRUWDQWIRU3:&RSHUDWRUVWRDGKHUHWRWKHVHUHTXLUHPHQWV,Q
UHFHQWWLPHVIDLOXUHWRFRPSO\ZLWKVSHHGDQGVSHFL¿HGGLVWDQFHUXOHV
has resulted in persons being seriously injured, in some cases, fatally.

Our waterways are here for the enjoyment of everyone and it is up
vessel and PWC operators to comply with rules and legislation.
This helps creates a safe marine environment for all users of our
waterways.
Stay safe and I’ll see you out there.

Vessel Replacement

Raffle Winners
1st Prize - ANNIE BERGE - Southport -$2000
2nd Prize - MARK STEVENSON - Runaway Bay - $1000
3rd Prize - CRAIG BENTLEY - Yatala - $500
Congratulations to the winners and a big thank you
to all those who supported VMR Southport.

Vsheet - March 2014
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/DVW\HDUZDVH[WUHPHO\EXV\IRU9056RXWKSRUW,QRXU5HVFXHYHVVHOVFRPSOHWHGLQH[FHVVRIHQJLQHKRXUVDQGFRQVXPHG
RYHUOLWUHVRIIXHO2XU5HVFXHFUHZVUHVSRQGHGWRFDOOVIRU6HDUFKDQG5HVFXHVPHGLFDOWUDQVIHUVEUHDNGRZQVDQGRWKHURQ
ZDWHUDVVLVWDQFH'XULQJWKLVSHULRGRXUDFWLYHPHPEHUVGRQDWHGRYHUYROXQWHHUPDQKRXUVWRNHHSRXUVTXDGURQDÀRDWZKLOHRXU
EDVHUHPDLQHGRSHQKRXUVDGD\GD\VRIWKH\HDU
My name is Steve Pomas and I am the President of Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport. On behalf of our Management Committee I’m
ZULWLQJWKLVOHWWHUWRGD\ZLWKDYHU\VLPSOHUHTXHVW7KHWLPHKDVFRPHWRUHSODFHRXULQVKRUHWUDLQLQJYHVVHO0DULQH5HVFXHDQGZH
need your help.
0DULQH5HVFXHSOD\VDYLWDOUROHLQRXURUJDQL]DWLRQSURYLGLQJDSODWIRUPIRUQHZPHPEHUVWREHFRPHIDPLOLDUZLWKWKH%URDGZDWHU
whilst also allowing new skippers an opportunity to practice their skills before taking command of our larger primary Rescue vessels.
After much discussion and consideration by our Senior Skippers, the boat that has been selected as the most suitable for this task is the
1RRVD&DW:DONDERXWSRZHUHGE\WZLQKSRXWERDUGHQJLQHV1RWRQO\ZLOOWKLVYHVVHOVDWLVI\DOORXUWUDLQLQJUHTXLUHPHQWVLW
will increase our capacity to carry out inshore assists and provide a further option for offshore Search and Rescue tasking.
7KHFRVWRIFRPSOHWLQJWKLVSURMHFWDQGJHWWLQJWKHQHZYHVVHOLQWRWKHZDWHULVDSSUR[LPDWHO\7KDQNVWR\RXURQJRLQJVXSSRUW
through your VMR membership and various other fundraising efforts we are well on the way to funding this purchase, however we are
still short of our target. If you are in a position to be able to help us out with a tax deductible donation your valued contribution will not
only help Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport achieve its goal of providing the new rescue vessel, but will enhance the overall safety of
the Gold Coast boating community. Never before have we made such an open plea to our members and we appreciate your consideration
RIWKLVUHTXHVW
Donations can be made by visiting our website www.vmrsouthport.com.au or by completing the donation slip in the pre paid envelope
provided. Donations over $2 are tax deductible and all contributions will be acknowledged in the next issue of our V Sheet magazine.
2QFHDJDLQ,WKDQN\RXIRU\RXUFRQVLGHUDWLRQRIWKLVUHTXHVWDQG,ORRNIRUZDUGWRSURXGO\VKRZLQJRIIRXUQHZYHVVHOXSRQFRPSOHWLRQ
If anyone would like further information on this project, or to discuss sponsorship opportunities please don’t hesitate to phone me directly
RQ
Kind Regards
Steve Pomas PRESIDENT

SOME STATS
OCTOBER
2013

NOVEMBER
2013

DECEMBER
2013

Towed Vessels

44

35

59

Jump Starts

5

ACTIVATIONS

4

10

Pump Outs

4

3

Transporting

1

8

Fire
Standby

3

Medical

3

3

6

Searches

3

2

3

Dispersal of Ashes

2

Public Relations

13

12

19

Crew Training

56

59

45

Groundings

3

3

7

Other

4
TOTALS

8

131

3

11

126

176
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ACTIVE MEMBER
PROMOTIONS
Active Members who have
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:
Duty Skipper
Peter Barker (Yellow Crew)
Tim Hutchison(Green Crew)
Scott Gregory (Blue Crew)
Coxwain
Steve Phillips
Jason Horn
Endorsed Coxwain
Terry Hunt
Inshore Skipper
Jo Schon
Matt Fitzpatrick

Senior Crew
Allan Male
Recruit
Martin Lott
Joel Graham
Damien Scherper
Radio Operators
John Griffiths
Viv Irwin
Matt Spence

25 years on the job
Beverley Weldon

T

he Seaway Tower (SWT) has now been operating
for 25 years and its mission is the safety of lives
and property.


2Qth-XO\WKHEXLOGLQJZDVRI¿FLDOO\RSHQHG
and named “The Malcolm Taylor Tower” following an accident
off the Seaway which resulted in the loss of the life of Mal
7D\ORUVNLSSHURIWKHWUDZOHUµ$TXDULDQ¶
The SWT is owned by the Gold Coast Waterways
Authority and the two local marine rescue groups, Volunteer
Marine Rescue (VMR) and Australian Volunteer Coast Guard
(AVCG), are jointly responsible for the provision of the
QHFHVVDU\UDGLRHTXLSPHQWDQGSHUVRQQHOIRULWVRSHUDWLRQ
+RXUVRIRSHUDWLRQDUHIURPWRKRXUVGDLO\DQG
duties include the broadcast of local weather also wind, storm
and navigation warnings when necessary and the ‘logging’
RQDQGRIIRIORFDOERDWLQJWUDI¿FDVZHOODVYHVVHOVGHSDUWLQJ
IRURUDUULYLQJIURPRWKHUSRUWV)RUORFDOWUDI¿FWKH6:7
ZRUNLQJFKDQQHOVDUH9+)FKDQQHORUPHJDKHUW]FKDQQHO

Just recently, on receipt of a radio call, the radio
operators at SWT alerted the Gold Coast Water Police to a
‘man overboard’ situation. The Water Police then tasked VMR
and AVCG rescue vessels to join a successful grid search for
WKHPLVVLQJVDLORU-XVWDQRWKHUGD\DWWKHRI¿FH

$QQXDOVWDWLVWLFVIRUVKRZDWRWDORIDURXQG
UDGLRFDOOV:KLOH9+)UDGLRVDUHEHFRPLQJPRUH
and more popular because of their reliability and low cost, 27
PHJDKHUW]FDOOVVWLOOUHSUHVHQWRIDOOFDOOV$VZHOODVUDGLR
FDOOVWKH6:7KDGRYHUSKRQHFDOOVDQGID[HV7RWDO
PDQKRXUVIRUWKLVSHULRGLVLQH[FHVVRI

7KHVHDUHVLJQL¿FDQW¿JXUHVEXWPRUHUHPDUNDEOH
when one considers that they are handled wholly and solely by
dedicated volunteers.

Advertising
Advertisi
g in
i the
th Vsheet is as easy as calling

55 911 300
or the Advertising Manager

0415 104 263
Marine Safety begins with you
Vsheet - March 2014
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Sea World Research & Rescue Foundat
S

ea World Research & Rescue Foundation is a team of dedicated staff
and volunteers who are committed to understanding, potecting and
supporting all of our marine life.

Understanding
Marine vertebrates are studied every year as part of our
Research & Rescue grants program.

7KHVHSURMHFWVDUHVHOHFWHGE\RXULQGHSHQGHQWVFLHQWL¿F
committee, with 7 new studies funded this year from researchers around
$XVWUDOLD7R¿QGRXWPRUHDERXWDUHFHQWVWXG\RQWKHDJJUHJDWLRQ
(grouping) behaviour of the iconic Port Jackson shark read below.

Belle McCarthy

Protecting and supporting
Every year we rescue marine animals such as birds, sharks,
turtles and whales. This year with the help of the Department of
$JULFXOWXUH)RUHVWU\DQG)LVKHULHVZHUHVFXHGZKDOHVHQWDQJOHGLQ
VKDUNQHWVRYHUWXUWOHVRYHUELUGVDQGD*UH\1XUVH6KDUNFDOOHG
'DYH7R¿QGRXWPRUHDERXW'DYH¶VUHVFXHUHDGEHORZ
These activities are made possible thanks to the support of Sea
World, our Friends of the Foundation and passionate people like you.
To become a part of this growing team and for a full list of research
funded go to SeaWorld.com.au/Research-and-Rescue
Do Port Jackson Sharks like to social network?
Surprisingly little is known about these animals other than they
DJJUHJDWHDWVSHFL¿FORFDWLRQVDORQJWKH16:FRDVWOLQHWREUHHGGXULQJ
WKHZLQWHUDQGWKHQGLVDSSHDU8SWRVKDUNVFDQEHSUHVHQWDWDQ
aggregation site at any one time.
This project involved tagging the sharks in a variety of ways,
including: visual tags, proximity tags and acoustic tags, allowing the
researchers to identify individuals and track their movements on a range
of scales. So far the data has shown that males arrive at the breeding
sites before females. Both males and females appear to show very strong
VLWH¿GHOLW\DQGUHWXUQWRWKHVDPHEUHHGLQJVSRW\HDUDIWHU\HDU
The social network analysis has shown that the aggregation
is not random; they are hanging out with the same friends. Early results
also suggest that males and females have different diets and feed in
different habitats.
The nature of social interactions has implications for the
transfer of information and disease through populations, as well as
LQÀXHQFLQJDUDQJHRIRWKHUNH\ELRORJLFDOIDFWRUVVXFKDVPDWLQJ
systems, foraging and vulnerability to predation.
Project title: Wild shark social networks: impacts of human
interventions
Researchers: Associate Prof. Culum Brown & Tristan Guttridge
3KRWR&UHGLW-XVWLQ*LOOLJDQ

Critically endangered Grey Nurse Shark rescued at Julian Rocks
,WPLJKWVRXQGOLNHDFUD]\LGHDGLYLQJLQWRWKHRFHDQKRSLQJWR¿QG
a shark that was spotted days ago, but, Grey Nurse Sharks like to
aggregate (hang out) in the same locations.

7KH\DUHRIWHQIRXQGLQVKRUHLQVKDOORZZDWHU P
deep) and at a small number of sites along the coast. Despite the terrible
visibility on the day they found him.
The dive team caught him using an underwater lasso designed
on a previous trip, moved him in to a sling and raised him into a tank on
board.

(YHQWKLVVPDOO¿VKLQJKRRNVQDJJHGLQKLVMDZFRXOGKDYH
prevented this apex predator from feeding and caused him to die from
starvation. The team saved his life by removing the hook, named him
Dave and set him free.
Other Grey Nurse Sharks like Dave need our help too, not just
to remove hooks but to reduce the dangers this critically endangered
species face.
Protecting the existing population of Grey Nurse Sharks
ZDVDIRFXVWRSLFLQ6HSWHPEHUZKHQUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURP]RRV
DQGDTXDULXPVJRYHUQPHQW1*2VDQGXQLYHUVLWLHVPHWLQ%ULVEDQH
:LWKOHVVWKDQ*UH\1XUVH6KDUNVRQWKHHQWLUHHDVWFRDVW WKLV
population is not just endangered but critically endangered. Setting
actions in place to protect them will help ensure the ocean and its
animals will be there in the future.

6:55),DORQJZLWKWKHUHVWRIWKH=RRDQG$TXDULXP
community is in a strong position to actively support the health
and wellbeing of this species through the implementation of the
Draft Recovery Plan for the Grey Nurse Shark (Carcharias taurus).
&DSWLYHEUHHGLQJLQFOXGLQJDUWL¿FLDOLQVHPLQDWLRQLVDOUHDG\XWLOLVHG
DW$XVWUDOLDQDTXDULXPVDQGE\SXEOLFO\VXSSRUWLQJWKHFUHDWLRQRI
SURWHFWHGDUHDVDURXQGWKHNQRZQ*UH\1XUVH6KDUNDJJUHJDWLRQ
breeding spots, you too can help make a difference.
7R¿QGRXWPRUHDERXWWKH*UH\1XUVH6KDUN6\PSRVLXPJRWRhttps://
sites.google.com/site/elasmobranchhusbandry/gns
'LVFXVVLRQ3DSHUIRU*UH\1XUVH6KDUN3URWHFWLRQ  '3,16:
KWWSZZZGSLQVZJRYDXBBGDWDDVVHWVSGIB¿OH*16
Public-Consultation-Discussion-Paper.pdf
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ion
Glenn Norris

NOTABLE JOBS
A

crew was recently activated, called in from home, late into the evening, to assist a
vessel which had run aground at Labrador. After being advised by the skipper of the
grounded vessel that his boat was on the edge of deeper water and just needing a nudge,
WKHFUHZDUULYHGWR¿QGWKHYHVVHOFRPSOHWHO\KLJKDQGGU\DQGDWOHDVWPHWUHVRQWRWKH
sandbank. The skipper was politely told to wait till the tide came in.
05 DVVLVWDQFH ZDV XUJHQWO\ UHTXHVWHG UHFHQWO\ ZKHQ D VPDOO YHVVHO WU\LQJ WR WRZ
a much larger vessel encountered a raging outgoing tide at the Seaway. VMR was
TXLFNO\RQWKHVFHQHWR¿QGERWKYHVVHOVJRLQJWZRPHWUHVIRUZDUGIRUHYHU\¿YHPHWUHV
backward. A tow rope was attached and both vessels were guided through the turbulence
to safer water.

V

Hook cut using bolt cutters and
removed with needle nose pliers.

KH4XHHQVODQG$PEXODQFH6HUYLFHUHFHQWO\UHTXHVWHGWUDQVSRUWIURP9056RXWKSRUW
for paramedics to attend to a lady who had suffered a nasty fall on South Stradbroke
Island. In appreciation of VMR’s assistance with the incident, the lady’s son kindly
PDGHDYHU\VXEVWDQWLDOSXUFKDVHRIUDIÀHWLFNHWVLQWKH³%RDW5HSODFHPHQW5DIÀH´WKHQ
being conducted. Unfortunately, he didn’t win a prize, however, his gesture was greatly
appreciated.

T

O

n the recent Australia Day weekend a crew was activated to assist a group of boaties
whose tender had broken down leaving them unable to get to shore. After transporting
a couple of people to shore with the tender in tow, the VMR vessel then returned to
Wavebreak Island to assist another vessel whose tender had overturned during the night.
,Q WKH SURFHVV D ÀRDWLQJ ND\DN ZDV UHFRYHUHG D \DFKW RZQHU ZDV JLYHQ DGYLFH RQ KLV
grounded yacht and a boatie advised that his cruiser was taking on water. All of this was
before breakfast on what was a very busy day for VMR Southport.

I

t was a case of VMR rescuing VMR recently. Whilst conducting bar crossing training for
XSFRPLQJVNLSSHUVERWK0$5,1(5(6&8(DQG0$5,1(5(6&8(ZHUHWDNLQJ
turns to depart and enter the Seaway. On a return trip through the Seaway, mysteriously,
0$5,1(5(6&8(ORVWDOOHQJLQHFRQWUROOHDYLQJLWWRÀRXQGHULQDPRGHUDWHVZHOO
0$5,1( 5(6&8(  ZDV TXLFNO\ RQ WKH VFHQH DQG D WRZURSH DWWDFKHG  0$5,1(
RESCUE 2 was returned to Base where a faulty engine relay was diagnosed and replaced.
Another potentially dangerous situation averted.

2.4m male Grey Nurse Shark
with a fishing hook stuck in
the side of his jaw
Vsheet - March 2014
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LOCH NESS MONSTER
SURFACES OFF THE GOLD COAST

T
Ken Gibbs

he Seaway Tower recently received a call from
a couple of boaties saying that there was a
strange creature frolicking in the swell about 100
metres east of the Sand Pumping Jetty.

They contacted the Waterways Authority on-call team to
investigate the sighting, who in turn asked Black Crew if they could
ORRNLQWRWKHPDWWHU:LWKRXWIHDUWKHFUHZLQ05KHDGHGRXWLQWRWKH
unknown unsure what to expect.
On arrival at the scene:
Weather conditionsFOHDUVNLHVNQRWV(6(ZLQGV±PHWUHV6(
swell.
Observations±QRWKLQJRXWRIWKHRUGLQDU\WREHVHHQEXWDQHDUE\ERDW
with a group of scuba divers onboard, recently returned from the depths
EHORZ$IWHUTXHVWLRQLQJWKHPDERXWWKHVLJKWLQJZHJRWWKHIHHOLQJWKDW
they thought we were crazy and so we moved on. We now started to
TXHVWLRQRXUVHOYHV
Coming to our senses, we decided to put our training to good
use and we devised a plan to carry out a search pattern of the area. After
RQO\DERXWPLQXWHVLQWRWKHVHDUFKZHFDPHDFURVVWKLVPRQVWHURIWKH
deep.
Acting instinctively, the crew (Trevor Bellis and Dillon
Adams) sprang into action and applying their skills it wasn’t too long
before this monster was tethered into submission. We started our long
haul back to the base using a short-long tow at around 4 knots due to the
weight of this monster. Rounding the south wall of the seaway, there was
photographic frenzy as all the tourists were clamouring to get a ‘keeper’
of a shot of this monster being towed in through the seaway.
After what seemed like hours we made it back to the beach
next to the base and with the help of a few others the monster was
GUDJJHGXSWKHEHDFK,WPHDVXUHGPHWUHVLQOHQJWKDQGKDOIDPHWUHLQ
GLDPHWHU±,EHOLHYHLWZDVFXWXSIRU¿UHZRRGODWHUWKDWHYHQLQJ±*RRG
job guys!
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Search and Rescue
steps into the future
by Peter Graham
Weipa VMR President

S

earch and rescue in the Gulf of Carpentaria and the
Torres Strait is about to enter a new era with the addition

of high tech assistance in the form of state of the art Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles more commonly referred to as drones. The president of
Volunteer Marine Rescue Weipa, Crazy Pete, has secured funding from
Marine Rescue Qld to continue his research into the most suitable unit
for the Gulf region.
Crazy has convinced the state association that UAV’s are the
next big thing in almost every section of industry. Small unmanned
vehicles are already operating in survey work, real estate and a variety
of other situations with small remote controlled units. The unit that is
under investigation for VMR is a much larger aircraft. The unit has
EHHQLQPLOLWDU\RSHUDWLRQVLQFHDQGKDVWKRXVDQGVRIKRXUVÀ\LQJ
in all types of weather and conditions. “I have been meeting with staff
from the Australian Research Centre for Aerospace Automation who are
NHHQWRDVVLVWXVZLWKRXUPRGL¿FDWLRQVWRWKHDLUFUDIW,KDYHDOVRPHW
with members of the Australian and American armies who have been
RSHUDWLQJ8$9¶VLQ$IJKDQLVWDQDQGRWKHUFRXQWULHVIRUWDUJHWDFTXLVLWLRQ
tasks.”
“With the cost of a new rescue vessel similar to Weipa’s
5HVFXH2QHDURXQGWRUHSODFHDQGDVPDOOIRUWXQHWRIXHODQG
maintain anything that can reduce costs and keep crews to a minimum
amount of time in harms way will always get a look in”, continued
Crazy. The UAV will considerably reduce the time crews will need to
spend scouring seas for hours on end, often in heavy weather before
locating the vessel or persons in distress. The unit is capable of cruising
DWDPD[LPXPKHLJKWRINOPVDQGDWRSVSHHGRIDURXQGNSKDQG
FDQVWD\DORIWIRUXSWRKRXUV'D\DQGQLJKWYLVLRQFDPHUDVIHHGUHDO
time footage back to a receiver in Weipa. The UAV’s will not replace
a vessel but will reduce the exposure of crews and vessels and greatly
reduce operating costs.
The manufacturer of the aircraft are keen to co partner with
Weipa VMR to assist in breaking the units into the public sector.
Crazy recently represented Marine Rescue at conferences in Rostock

A variety of models is currently being investigated.

Germany in September and a further one in London later in the month.
“I have been working very closely with Sgt Peter Blake from the Qld
Police Service who is investigating UAV’s for use by Qld police.” Sgt
Blake also be attended the conferences with Crazy to observe UAV’s in
operation by Scotland Yard in London and the FBI in America.
“These units will be utilised not only for marine rescue
WDVNVEXW,LPDJLQHWKH\ZLOOEHFDOOHGXSRQWRPRQLWRUEXVK¿UHVLQ
remote areas, customs and immigration activities, mining, land and
VHDUDQJHUJURXSV6(6¿VKHULHVDQGDKRVWRIRWKHUWDVNV´7KHVH
units will revolutionise the way we do things here in the more remote
parts of the country. Crazy said that although the Weipa unit was small
in comparison to its counterparts on the east coast it has provided
leadership for the organisation in several areas since its inception in
:HLSDLQ

,WLVPRVWOLNHO\WKDWWKH¿UVW8$9¶VWRFRPPHQFHRSHUDWLRQV
would be with VMR units in the Torres Strait which has the dubious title
of being the busiest search and rescue area in Australia. To establish 4
UAV’s and train crews to “pilot” level would come at a cost of 4 million
dollars. One helicopter can run up numbers like that in no time at all.
Then when you add in the cost of other assets such as rescue vessels,
¿[HGZLQJDLUFUDIWWUDLQLQJRIFUHZVZDWHUSROLFHSLORWVHWFHWFLWLV
a one off bargain. After the initial set up costs the UAV has a very long
OLIHVSDQPHDVXUHGLQ\HDUVDQGZLOORQO\UHTXLUHDEDWWHU\UHFKDUJH
following each task.
There are challenges in positioning these aircraft into the Civil
Aviation Safety Authorities legislation although once the emergency
services get the go ahead we are hopeful the programme will begin as
soon as practicable. It will mean faster response times in getting searches
underway and much faster times reaching the target than by vessel.

Vsheet - March 2014

13

TALKING TRASH TOUR
AUSTRALIAN environmentalist Tim Silverwood and CANADIAN
DGYHQWXUHU$GULDQ0LGZRRGYLVLWHG(DVW&RDVWORFDWLRQVDVSDUWRI
a 28-day sailing voyage that aimed to educate and inspire local communities to take action on plastic pollution in our Oceans.
7KHSDLUVDLOHGIURP%ULVEDQHWR6\GQH\RQERDUGDIWVXVWDLQDEOH
catamaran, the S.V. Moana, as part of a collaborative project between
QRWIRUSUR¿WRUJDQLVDWLRQ7DNHZKLFKHQFRXUDJHVSHRSOHWRSLFN
up three pieces of litter whenever they visit a beach or waterway and Ocean Ambassadors, Adrian’s organisation which helps educate
3DFL¿F,VODQG&RPPXQLWLHVGHDOLQJZLWKWKHSODVWLFUXEELVKWKDW
washes ashore. The Talking Trash Tour highlighted support from other
organisations offering solutions to the problem including : Australian
Seabird Rescue and Surfrider Foundation, Tangaroa Blue, Responsible
Runners and Positive Change for Marine Life. All groups are members
of the Australian Marine Debris Initiative (AMDI) that aims to collect
data on marine debris and help reduce it at the source. The Talking
Trash Tour visited Brisbane, Gold Coast, Byron Bay, Ballina, Yamba,
&RIIV+DUERXU3RUW0DFTXDULH)RUVWHU3RUW6WHSKHQV1HZFDVWOH
Central Coast and Sydney.
$FFRUGLQJWR0U6LOYHUZRRGSHUFHQWRI$XVWUDOLDQVOLYHZLWKLQ
kilometres of the coast and the nation’s rich culture revolves around its
love and value for the ocean and waterways.
³<HWLQHYHU\VTXDUHNLORPHWUHRI$XVWUDOLD¶VIULQJLQJRFHDQLVRYHU
SLHFHVRISODVWLFUXEELVK´0U6LOYHUZRRGVDLG³0RVWRIWKLV
rubbish comes from land and a lot of it is from single use items that
were used once before becoming trash.”
Mr Silverwood said the ‘Talking Trash’ tour was about visiting coastal
communities and igniting conversation about waste and pollution and
about how everyone can make a positive difference. “We want people
to come to our events, learn more about the problem, be inspired by
our stories, discover exciting solutions and walk away feeling like they
can contribute in their own way to making it better.”
Canadian Adrian Midwood from Ocean Ambassadors was excited
to be in Australia and visiting communities along the East Coast on
his vessel S.V Moana. Following organised
beach cleanups participants were invited to
take a look inside the SV Moana, a completely self-contained sustainable vessel
that has been used to educate communities
WKURXJKRXWWKH6RXWK3DFL¿FRYHUWKHODVW
few years.
As part of the visit Adrian demonstrated the
on-board convergence machine that converts marine debris (plastic
bags etc.) into alternative fuel. The innovative Japanese ‘Blest’ technology that converts waste plastics into oil as well as showcasing the
Leisure Activist Clothing line - a cause-based brand made from waste
materials.
Adrian has teamed up with Upcycle Gyres Society (UGS) which is
comprised of a multinational and multicultural group of business and
sustainability leaders, environmentalists, scientists and innovators.
$LPLQJWRWHVWLQWKH6RXWK3DFL¿F2FHDQDYDULHW\RIPHWKRGVIRU
capturing the microscopic plastic that is now polluting our oceans and
RXUIRRGVXSSO\7KLVLVWKH¿UVWYHQWXUHWRSURSRVHFUHDWLQJWKHQHZ
industry of Marine Plastic Recovery and Ocean Remediation for a
return on investment in the billions of dollars with social and environmental added value. Interest in pollution solving is driving demand
for this kind of vision, products, services, and plan that UGS offers to
meet the needs of our times.
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by Mike Oram

Ocean Environmentalists
Canadian Skipper Adrian
Midwood and AustralianTim
Silverwood aboard SV Moana
Gyres in oceanography is any large system of rotating currents, particularly those involved with large wind movements.
Gyres are caused by the Coriolis Effect: planetary vorticity along with
horizontal and vertical friction, which determine the circulation patterns from the wind curl. These Gyres collect and circulate the oceans
trash.
At each location visited both Tim and Adrian staged a beach cleanup
ZLWKORFDOVDQGLQWKHHYHQLQJVFUHHQHGDQDZDUGZLQQLQJ¿OP
documentary starring Jeremy Irons which takes us on a global tour of
consumerism and irresponsible waste disposal.
Academy Award winning actor Jeremy Irons is no stranger to taking
centre stage. But his role as our guide in TRASHED highlighting solutions to the pressing environmental problems facing us all, could well
be his most important yet. “We’ve made this movie, because there are
so many people who feel strongly the urgent need for the problem of
‘waste’ and ‘sustainability’ to be addressed,” Irons says. “There is an
HTXDOO\XUJHQWQHHGIRUWKHPRVWLPDJLQDWLYHDQGSURGXFWLYHVROXWLRQV
to this troublesome subject to be understood and shared by as many
communities as possible throughout the world. This is where movies
FDQSOD\VXFKDQLPSRUWDQWUROHHGXFDWLQJVRFLHW\EULQJLQJµGLI¿FXOW¶
subjects to the broadest possible audience.
:KLOHWKH¿OPSDLQWVDVRPEUHSLFWXUHRIWKHH[WHQWRIWKHJOREDOZDVWH
SUREOHPDQGLWVUDPL¿FDWLRQVIRUKXPDQKHDOWKDQGDQLPDOOLIHLWDOVR
explores solutions, from changes we can make in our individual lives
to an entire city that is now virtually waste-free.
The screening and discussions offered an opportunity to meet Tim and
Adrian and chat to local groups working towards sustainable solutions.
Plastics: made to last forever, designed to throw away. This throwaway
mentality is a relatively recent phenomenon. Just a generation ago,
we packaged our products in reusable or recyclable materials - glass,
metals and paper and designed products that would last. Today our
ODQG¿OOVDQGEHDFKHVDUHDZDVKLQSODVWLFSDFNDJLQJDQGH[SHQGDEOH
products that have no value at the end of their short lifecycle. We curUHQWO\UHFRYHURQO\RIWKHSODVWLFVSURGXFHG:KDWKDSSHQVWRWKH
UHVW"5RXJKO\LVEXULHGLQODQG¿OOVWKHUHVWUHPDLQVXQDFFRXQWHG
for, lost in the environment where it eventually washes out to sea.
Our beaches and waterways are amongst our most spectacular assets
and attract many visitors each year. But even more importantly local
families love using our beaches and waterways - they are an integral
part of community life on the Gold Coast and we have some wonderful volunteers that collect litter at our local beaches.
We all need to focus on how to keep litter out of our local waterways
and therefore reduce our impact on the marine environment and the
many and varied creatures that live within it.
For more on Plastic Trash Ocean Cleanup : KWWSZZZWDNHRUJDX
KWWSWKHRFHDQDPEDVVDGRUVFRPKWWSZZZWUDVKHG¿OPFRP
KWWSZZZJULI¿WKHGXDXHQYLURQPHQWSODQQLQJDUFKLWHFWXUH
JULI¿WKFHQWUHFRDVWDOPDQDJHPHQWFRPPXQLW\SURMHFWVFOHDQEHDFK
challenge

$GULDQ¿OOLQJWKHPDFKLQHZLWK
plastic bags ready for converting
to fuel
-HUHP\,URQV¿OPLQJDW/HEDQRQ
Nine News Filming at Southport Pier

Plastic Convergence Machine

7KH2FHDQ*\UHV

VMR Southport’s Charter
To save and assist in saving life and property at sea.
To provide personnel and equipment in order to carry out search and
rescue operations at sea and on the Gold Coast waterways.
To liaise and work with other marine rescue groups.
To undertake campaigns to educate members of the boating public in
matters of marine safety.
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Wisey turns 70

Free Social
Boating Group
F

riday December 27, 2013

A free social boating group for females/males, families/singles
and young/old operates on the Gold Coast.
Activities range from a day out on the water get-together,
EHDFKEETVVQRUNHOOLQJ¿VKLQJDQGH[SORUDWLRQWULSVXSULYHUV
canals etc.
,QDPRQWKO\HYHQWZLOOEHSODQQHGDQGVKRXOGDQ\RQH
have further activities they would like to suggest/run, I would
be happy to advertise on the website.
Contact details and the website are listed in the contact card
below.

BE SMART
STAY ALIVE
VOTE VMR
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a secret gathering of VMR
Southport skippers was about to
take place under Leechies Lean
To, the occasion was to celebrate
WKHth birthday of Senior Skipper
John Wise, of which Wisey knew
nothing about.
Wisey arrived at the
base with Chris Leech under the
pretence of a skippers meeting
RQO\WR¿QGKLVZLIH3DXOLQHKDG
arranged the birthday breakfast
attended by Glenn Norris, Bruce
Andersen, Trevor Park, Merv
Handley, Dave Macdonald, Greg Turner, Scott Gregory, Jason Horn,
Ken Gibbs, Chris Leech and Al Curtis.
A great morning was had by the group with a beautiful
breakfast supplied and cooked by Pauline and her daughter complete
with toast and juice.
During the course of the morning the obligatory swapping
of old tales was had and the younger skippers were amazed at just how
much trouble the senior skippers got themselves into over the years.
Wisey, on behalf of all the members we hope you had a great
morning and a great birthday, you are the Wise One.

Habitat
where tidal waters Exchange
with Naomi Edwards

LGDOH[FKDQJHLVWKHÀRZRIZDWHULQWRDWLGDOLQOHWRUHVWXDU\
O W RU HVWWXDU
WXDU\\
during an incoming tide and out during the outgoing tide.

T

Tidal Habitat

This force of water keeps tidal inlets open to the sea and
LQÀXHQFHWKHG\QDPLFVRIWKHFRDVW7KH*ROG&RDVWKDVVHYHUDOWLGDOLQOHWV
that experience various degrees of tidal exchange, including Currumbin,
Tallebudgera and the Gold Coast Seaway. They all need to be managed in
DSDUWLFXODUZD\WRPDLQWDLQWKHSDVVDJHZD\VIRUERDWLQJDFFHVVDQGÀRRG
PLWLJDWLRQDVZHOODVZDWHUTXDOLW\DQGKDELWDW

'DLO\ WLGDO H[FKDQJH KHOS PDLQWDLQ ZDWHU TXDOLW\ DV WKLV
H[FKDQJHRIZDWHUEULQJVLQFOHDQRFHDQZDWHUVDQGÀXVKHVRXWWKHLQOHW
This is important for a healthy waterway that is used by the community.
The extent of the tidal exchange determines the distribution of
ecosystems along our waterways. For example, mangroves prefer a habitat
WKDWLVLQXQGDWHGE\WLGDOZDWHUVGDLO\DQGRQO\JURZZLWKLQWKHVHVSHFL¿F
intertidal areas. If there is variation to this tidal exchange their habitat may
be impacted upon and thereafter the species that call mangroves home.
Such tidal inlets are important habitat for many critters and
larger intertidal creatures, and in order to successfully complete their
OLIHF\FOHVPDQ\RUJDQLVPVQHHGWRPLJUDWH,IWKHUHLVQRWLGDOÀRZ
there is no opportunity for the migration of many estuarine-to-ocean
species, especially a breeding ground where intertidal species meet to
mate.

)RULQVWDQFHVHYHUDOVSHFLHVRISUDZQVDQG¿VKKDYHMXYHQLOH
stages that inhabit mangrove forests before migrating out to sea. Also,
for several species of sharks, such as bull sharks and hammerhead
sharks, the female shark migrates into coastal estuaries (sometimes
further upstream) to have offspring.
Next time you are about where the tide rises and falls, take a
moment to check out the critters and larger creatures and acknowledge
their habitat too.

Little Critters

Gold Coast Seaway

Currumbin Estuary

Vsheet - March 2014

17

T

he most common birds found on the Broadwater are
Silver Gulls followed by the Terns.

While Silver Gulls readily accept human presence, the Terns
are shy and keep to the sandbanks of the Broadwater and isolated
beaches, but anyone doing a boat trip on the Broadwater or going
outside should see many of them.
They are true seabirds with webbed feet and waterproof
plumage and are capable of resting on the water. While some species do
very long migrations, their preferred feeding areas are near the coast and
LQULYHUHVWXDULHV:KHQQRW¿VKLQJWKH\URRVWRQVDQGEDQNVDQGEHDFKHV
Sometimes hundreds of them roost on the sandbanks of the Broadwater.
They may look like a gull from a distance but a closer look will show
that they are terns.

Terns
Bob Westerman

7KH\DUHHDVLO\GLVWLQJXLVKHGLQÀLJKWE\WKHLUORQJWKLQZLQJV
and the black cap on their head. Large numbers are often seen at the
HQWUDQFHWRWKHVHDZD\ZKHUHWKH\SOXQJHGLYHIRU¿VK

7KHSKRWRVVKRZQKHUHDUHDJXLGHWRWKH7HUQVIUHTXHQWO\VHHQ
on the Broadwater.
Crested Tern
These are the most common tern on the Gold Coast. Their Broadwater
population is probably about 500. They are a local bird, so summer and
winter numbers do not vary much.
They are easily distinguished by their large size and bright yellow bill.
During breeding they have a large black crest on their head.

Crested Tern

Common Tern
These are the ‘common’ tern of the northern hemisphere but are less
common here. They migrate from northern Asia to here during summer.
They are about half the size of a Crested Tern and have a black bill. They
intermingle with the Crested Terns while roosting. They usually form a
separate Àock when ¿shing and often have Àuttering action in Àight. Their
Broadwater population is about 100.

Caspian Tern

Gull-billed Tern

Common Tern

Little Tern
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Little Tern
This is the smallest tern in Australia. They are about one third of the size
of a Crested Tern. They are summer migrants from SE Asia but they have
been known to breed at Jumpinpin, one of their few breeding sites in
Australia. Some have black bills while the ones in breeding plumage have
yellow bills. The Broadwater population is about 200. They roost near
other terns but usually form a separate group near the edge of the water.
Caspian Tern
This is the largest tern found on the Broadwater. It is the world’s largest
tern and there are scattered local populations throughout the world.
They are readily identi¿ed by their large bright red bill. The Broadwater
population is about 10. They are solitary birds but sometimes roost among
the Crested Tern.
Though their main diet is ¿sh they will eat large insects, bird’s eggs and
other marine animals.
Gull-billed Tern
These are heavily built terns with a
thick black bill and they are larger
than a Crested Tern. They are mainly
a freshwater bird but the Broadwater
has a population which varies
between 2 and 20 depending on
conditions. They do not plunge dive
for ¿sh and are mainly opportunistic
feeders.

Check it out!
couple of years ago,KHDGHGRIIVKRUH¿VKLQJIURP1RUDK+HDG
on the NSW Central Coast. We did most of the preparations the
night before, as you do, and Ian ran through his mental checklist and
checked his boat thoroughly. It’s amazing how many small details some
people can keep in their heads. Anyway, there we were, just anchored on
the Boiler Ground 2 miles off Birdie Beach, when we each asked each
other “Where did you put the bait?”
Yes, it was still sitting in the fridge back home.
Ever since then each of us uses a written checklist.
Mine is a laminated list that I can tick down as I check
everything. This way nothing gets overlooked, and I can re-use the list
time after time. (I am down to version 6. I rewrite when necessary) As
\RXJHWROGHU\RX¿QGLWKDUGHUWRUHPHPEHUHYHU\WKLQJ
Remember to keep it as simple as you can. Complicated
operations are often put off or neglected. If you make it too complicated
you probably won’t do it. But try to include the important things.

,DOZD\VVWDUWE\VQLI¿QJDURXQGIRUIXHORGRXUV,ILWVPHOOVRI
petrol and you have not just refuelled, then there is probably a leak. Add
a spark to fuel vapours and you really have a problem.
Check the fuel and oil levels. If the 2 stroke oil runs out, or if
WKHVXPSKROGVLQVXI¿FLHQWRLOWKHHQJLQHFDQRYHUKHDWDQGVHL]H<RX
should make sure there is enough fuel for your trip. Plan to have a third
in reserve at the end of the trip, then if there are unexpected problems,
diversions, changed weather conditions etc. you will still have enough to
get home. We regularly get calls to assist people with overheated engines
or people out of fuel.
Check your battery. With jetskis you can start the motor to
make sure the battery has enough power. With outboards I just turn
the motor over until it kicks. If you run your outboard without water
ÀRZLQJWKURXJKLWWKRXJK\RXFDQHDVLO\GDPDJHWKHUXEEHULPSHOORU
in the water pump, so only kick the motor over. If there is not enough
FKDUJHLQWKHEDWWHU\WKHQWKHPRWRUPD\KDYHGLI¿FXOW\VWDUWLQJ,OLNH
to check the battery the night before a trip so I have time to recharge it if
necessary. We get many calls for assistance with a battery jumpstart. One
common problem is a faulty or run down battery, but the other common
cause is from running stereos, radios and other devices from the starting
battery. It is well worth considering the idea of one battery (or two)
solely for starting the motor and another for everything else. Spend the
extra money and use marine batteries for your starting battery. They are
made for boats. Car batteries are made for cars.
Test everything that can be tested. Radios, GPS units, depth
sounders, torch, navigation lights, bilge pumps, EPIRB etc. Ensure that
they will work properly if you need them.
Check the anchors, lines and shackles. Make sure everything is
as it should be. Look for deterioration in ropes, rust in chains, and water
in the anchor well. Clear the anchor well drain if necessary. If you are
lucky enough to have a winch then check that it functions properly and
that the chain runs smoothly.

A

Peter Holliday
Check your PFDs. You must have a lifejacket for everyone on board
RYHUWKHDJHRI0DNHVXUHWKH\DUHWKHULJKWW\SHIRU\RXUDUHDRI
RSHUDWLRQ7\SHIRUDQ\ZKHUHRIIVKRUH7\SHRU7\SHLQSDUWLDOO\
VPRRWKZDWHUV7\SHRULQVPRRWKZDWHUV3HRSOHUHJXODUO\JHW
SXOOHGRYHUIRUOLIHMDFNHWFKHFNVDQGZHDULQJD7\SHRIIVKRUHLVVXUH
to attract unwanted attention.
Look them over for wear and tear. Lifejackets do wear out.
5HSODFHWKHPDVQHFHVVDU\,I\RXKDYHVHOILQÀDWHMDFNHWVFKHFNWKH
cylinders and get them serviced at the appropriate intervals.
If you are going beyond smooth water limits you will need a
96KHHWDQG)ODUHV0DNHVXUHWKH\DUHWKHUH7KHÀDUHVPXVWEHZLWKLQ
the expiry date, of course, so check the dates. It is also a good idea to
UHDGWKHLQVWUXFWLRQVRFFDVLRQDOO\)ODUHVGRQRWÀRDWVRWKH\VKRXOGEH
NHSWLQDÀRDWLQJZDWHUSURRIFRQWDLQHU
Once you get two nautical miles offshore, you must have
an EPIRB. When you check it, have a look at the expiry date and
occasionally read the instructions. They must be registered, and the
registration sticker must be attached to it. Again, make sure that this is
up to date.
%RDWVRYHUPHWUHVLQUHJLVWHUHGOHQJWKPXVWKDYHD¿UHH[WLQJXLVKHU
on board. Check that the dial shows it is satisfactory. Ensure that it
is fastened down properly. Get it checked regularly and replace it as
necessary.
Have you got the perishables? Food, water, other drinks, bait
(If you need it) and all the gear for the planned activities.
Don’t forget the bungs. Take them out when the boat is on the
trailer but put them back in before the boat goes on the water. Consider
carrying spares as well. When you forget them, just console yourself
with the thought that just about everyone who launches from a trailer
will forget at some stage.
Have you done your trip plan? Make sure somebody on land
knows where you are going and when you are coming back. I took a call
UHFHQWO\DWDERXWSPIURPDJX\ZKRVHPDWHKDGWDNHQKLVMHWVNLRXW
6 hours ago. Could we help because he didn’t know where he was. Did
he know when he was expected back? No. Do you know where he was
going? No. Could he have gone offshore? Probably not. Did he leave a
trip plan? Obviously not. So how much help could we give? Probably
not a lot other than scouring every inch of the Gold Coast waterways and
possibly offshore, for hours after dark. An almost impossible task.
It isn’t hard to prepare properly for the day out on the water.
It needs a little organisation and effort, but it reduces the risk of
unfortunate incidents.
I am sure there must be a few more things I would do. I must
have forgotten a point or two. I guess I should have made a list.
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