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 PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

Welcome to 2016
I am now into my 4th month as President and have already been tested a couple of  times. There was a techni-
cal I.T hitch that resulted in the VSheet missing December and for those wondering where it went I apologise 
but here we are.

Our new Radio Tower was up and running by end November and the old faithful tower removed after some 33 
years. Seen from the Southport side of  the Broadwater the new tower blends into the skyline and just looks like 
one of  the telco towers. At the same time our radio room was updated with new communication technology 
putting us at the forefront in equipment and ability to give even greater service to you the boating community.

Having been Vice President for the past 3 years the step up was reasonably smooth and with an excellent and 
dedicated management committee the years ahead are bound to be a pleasant challenge as we look to grow 
bigger and better in our quest to remain at the forefront of  Marine Rescue. 

Our 4 Rescue boats are out there and are being kept busy. Our prime rescue vessel MR 1 underwent a refur-
bishment this year with the aim to extend its active life by another 5 years. It has also been fitted with joystick 
controls thanks to the generosity of  Mercury Motors and Brisbane Marine. The data they get from its opera-
tion will no doubt assist them in the future. MR 2 has also recently been refurbished ensuring it remains as the 
major workhorse in our fleet. 

It is with enormous pride that I watch the volunteers put in countless hours keeping the Seaway Tower op-
erational and our Base running 24 hours a day, boats manned each weekend by 6 dedicated crews, midweek 
callouts and of  course the administration. To do this we are always looking for volunteers to join Volunteer 
Marine Rescue to help lighten the load. Retired people who would enjoy spending 4 hours a couple of  times a 
week in radio operations and perhaps younger generations who would like to learn all about safe boating and 
become an accomplished Rescue Skipper. 

I wish you all safe boating for the remainder of  summer. 

Dave Macdonald
President



with Glenn Norris

Notable Jobs

 
SOME STATS

ACTIVATIONS SEPTEMBER 
2015

OCTOBER 
2015

NOVEMBER 
2015

Towed Vessels 36 44 32
Jump Starts 1 9 4
Pump Outs 1 1
Grounding 3 2 6
Fire
Standby
Medical 2 2 2
Searches 1 1 2
Dispersal of Ashes 1
Public Relations 1 8 6
Crew Training 47 86 62
Other 2 1 7
Transporting 0 0 0

TOTALS     94 154 122

Active Members who have achieved 
higher ranking

Congratulations to:

SENIOR SKIPPER
Ken Gibbs

Scott Gregory
Dave Macdonald

OFFSHORE SKIPPER
Paul Butler

Adam Watson

COXSWAIN
Matthew Fitzpatrick

INSHORE SKIPPER
Trevor Bellis

Nathan Brown
Chris Hargreaves

Tony Kyle
Mark Raff

ACTIVE  MEMBER  PROMOTIONS

A man called VMR recently requesting assistance with his jet-ski that had 
become submerged in the Broadwater.  He claimed to be just riding along, 
when he felt something wasn’t right with his craft and next thing, he was in 
the water with the nose of  his jet-ski pointing skywards.  He managed to 
get to the beach and was towed back to the boat ramp next to VMR.  On 
arrival at the boat ramp the man noticed a jet-ski tied to the VMR pontoon 
which had been retrieved by a crew the previous day. Strange thing same 
brand of  jet-ski, same model, just a different colour!  It is unsure whether it 
was the same problem, but this gentleman was convinced he was going to 
make some decent enquiries with the manufacturer.

VMR Southport was tasked to assist a boat owner whose vessel had broken 
down near Swan Bay, in the Jumpinpin area recently.  On a quite windy and 
overcast day, the man and his passenger were extremely glad to take the tow 
line when the VMR crew arrived.  Apparently, the men had been fishing 
and their anchor started dragging, the outgoing tide pushing them towards 
the Bar.  When the outboard engine wouldn’t start, the men frantically 
used their oars to try to steer the vessel towards the beach.  Luckily they 
managed to pull up just on the edge of  North Stradbroke Island, shoart 
of  the rough water, until the tide changed and they could paddle back out 
and let the incoming tide take them back upstream, where they were able to 
anchor safely.  VMR towed the men back to the boat-ramp, where they kept 
explaining how bad their day nearly got!!!

It was a very timely reminder, coming up to the Christmas rush on the 
water of  how easily accidents can happen. The Queensland Ambulance 
Service requested VMR Southport assistance recently after a 000 call was 
received from a lady who had been burnt on a houseboat, near Wavebreak 
Island,   On arrival, the lady was treated for partial thickness burns to her 
left leg and foot after a boiling kettle was knocked off  the stove.  The 
houseboat was anchored and the large wash from a passing vessel reportedly 
caused the kettle to slide off  the stove spilling its contents on the floor 
of  the houseboat, resulting in the ladies injuries.  VMR and Queensland 
Ambulance Services transported the lady back to the Grand Jetty where she 
was taken to hospital for further treatment.

In another Queensland Ambulance Services activation, transport assistance 
was requested to Currigee for a teenage male with a suspected ankle 
fracture.  Being in excruciating pain, the 14 year old was given pain relief  on 
arrival by QAS and had his obviously fractured ankle splinted.  Boys being 
boys, this one had climbed a tree and then thought jumping out, into the 
soft sand, would be good fun.  The sand wasn’t as soft as he anticipated and 
his mother stated she heard the ‘ crack ‘ from some distance away. The boy 
was transported to hospital for further treatment.

Thinking it a good idea that she support VMR instead of  ‘ overcrowded 
and rich whale boats ‘ (as quoted) a lady contacted VMR recently with a 
query as to whether she could hire a Rescue Vessel and crew to take her 
holidaying grandsons whale watching.   Unfortunately the ladies request 
had to be denied as VMR, under its registration and survey conditions, is 
not permitted to do this.  Once explained to her, the lady abruptly hung the 
phone up in the Radio Operator’s ear.

It’s amazing how many people contact VMR with an issue, like ‘my vessel 
has broken down and I am drifting, can you get someone to rescue us’. 

4 Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT

Obviously, the standard question from VMR is ‘Do you have an anchor? ‘.   
It’s frightening how many vessels don’t have an anchor or aren’t prepared 
for the emergency ‘that won’t happen to them’.  Do you have the correct 
number of  lifejackets on your vessel?  Do you know how to put one on?  Is 
it accessible in an emergency?  VMR would attend at least 10 vessels a month 
that are out of  fuel, a simple check that should be made prior to the voyage.  
A recent customer complained of  a fuel issue and when asked when he last 
filled his tank, ‘About April’ was the answer.  Remember, fuel does go stale 
after a while, and even good fuel doesn’t last forever if  you keep using your 
boat.  So this holiday season, before you go boating, just one last check that 
you are fully prepared, sufficient fuel, safety gear, means of  contacting in an 
emergency, drinking water, etc could mean the difference between a good 
day and a not so good day on the water.

SENIOR CREW
Bruce Watson

CREW
Andrew Milne

RECRUIT
Dani Hilton

Michael Quirk
Fiona Roberts

RADIO OPERATOR
Bob Howie

John McDonald
Willie Peters
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After a fine career in the police force spanning 30 years and 10 months of  dedicated service Bruce Kolkka 
handed in his badge for the last time recently.

Bruce who started his career in the police force as a Probationary Constable on the 10 October 1984 pa-
tiently worked his way up the promotion ladder to finish as a Sergeant with the Gold Coast Water Police. He 
had worked in a number of  areas on the Gold Coast including mobile patrols, Broadbeach and Southport 
stations and finally Gold Coast Water Police where he spent the last 16 years of  his career. 

The water police is where most of  us in VMR probably know Bruce. This is where he showed his skill as an 
experienced seaman who was always willing to take on the difficult jobs, always looking at them as a chal-
lenge to be undertaken. Bruce commented at his retirement function not only did he have a love of  the water 
through being actively involved in various clubs such as his beloved Northcliffe Surf  Club and various pad-
dling clubs etc but it also gave him a great insight into how to read the ocean which helped him out in tricky 
situations whilst serving in the water police.

Bruce was always known as an ‘Old School’ policeman - hard but fair and he has a story or 2 to tell after all 
these years. Whilst his days as a policeman may be over Bruce says he will be round the surf  and waterways 
for a long time yet.

Queensland Water Police

 

VMR Southport’s Charter
To save and assist in saving life and 
property at sea.

To provide personnel and equipment in 
order to carry out search and rescue 
operations at sea and on the Gold Coast 
waterways.

To liaise and work with other marine 
rescue groups.

To undertake campaigns to educate 
members of the boating public in mat-
ters of marine safety.

Gold Coast Water Police Farewell One Of Their Finest
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OPERATIONS CONTROLLER’S 
    2015 REPORT              

Glenn Norris          
OPERATIONS CONTROLLER   

Didn’t I just finish my last report? Well it seems like that anyway. As they say, 
time flies when you are having fun, and both the Active Radio Operators and 
Boat crew members of  VMR Southport have contributed a huge effort over 
the past 12 months.

VMR Southport is one of  25 Squadrons under the VMR Queensland um-
brella, and recent statistics provided, show that this Squadron performed 
30% of  the Rescue activations undertaken in this State, by VMR Squadrons. 
This information cements Southport as the busiest Marine Rescue Squadron 
in Queensland, and I am led to believe, Australia, as well.  During the past 12 
months VMR Southport became the sole provider of  24 hour / 7 day ma-
rine rescue assistance and a 24 hour / 7 day emergency marine radio listening 
watch on the Gold Coast.

Without the dedicated efforts of  our wonderful volunteers, who contrib-
ute endless amounts of  time, many giving up employment and family com-
mitments to do so, to ensure the safety of  the boating and island based 
population of  this rapidly expanding region, this Organisation could not 
function. Regardless of  the late night, inclement weather activations, to assist 
the Queensland Ambulance Service with medical situations or to assist the 
boatie that wants a tow from the southern side of  Wavebreak Island to the 
Grand Hotel boat ramp at 3am, or to being activated to a six hour tow of  a 
stricken yacht 20 nautical miles from Jumpinpin Bar, in 25 knot winds, your 
efforts are what has made VMR Southport what it is today. To the Radio 
Operators who support the Boat Crews, gathering vital information, making 
important phone calls and ensuring regular contact with the Rescue vessels, 
your efforts are every bit as important to the success of  this Organisation.

To the families of  VMR crew members, who expect their husbands, wives, 
partners etc to be home from VMR at a certain time, then to be advised of  
an unexpected or late rescue activation, your understanding is greatly appre-
ciated, and you are every bit a part of  VMR as well.

In the 2014/2015 period VMR Southport performed in excess of  890 ma-
rine rescue activations, along with a further 825 plus training activations, 
greater figures in comparison to the previous year. The almost 43,300 litres 
of  fuel used in our Rescue vessels increased, due to the demand on VMR 
services that required the Organisation to purchase a fourth Rescue vessel, 
an 6 metre Noosa Cat, named MARINE RESCUE 4. With this came the 
extra servicing and maintenance costs to our vessels and their engines, hence 
an increase in members’ time in keeping the vessels looking clean and tidy, an 
image VMR Southport is very proud of. A minor refit of  the primary Rescue 
vessel MARINE RESCUE 1 was undertaken, with modifications made to 
the engine pods to rectify water drainage issues. The engine pods and duck-
board were also re-powder coated, the vessel was thoroughly detailed and 
antifouled, all side windows and the three windscreens were replaced due to 
corrosion and water leakage, and all four seats were replaced. The vessel is 
now certain to provide another five years of  service before total replacement 
is required.  

The finalisation of  negotiations with the Queensland Government has also 
seen the lease tenure at Volunteer Marine Rescue Base extended to the year 
2030. This has also enabled us to commence final planning for the construc-
tion of  our new Radio Tower, which has been on the drawing board for 
some time, but unable to be commenced due to the uncertainty of  our lease 
being renewed. The granting of  funding to allow the repair of  the pon-
toon has also enabled us to resurface the pontoon deck, replace the pylon 
brackets and rollers, replace the fenders around the perimeter, and also to 
re-sleeve the pylons. This will hopefully allow another ten years of  life for 
the pontoon.

In mid 2014, Mercury Marine approached VMR Southport in relation to 
supplying their brand of  product to power our Rescue vessels. As a result 

of  this, MARINE RESCUE 1, and MARINE RESCUE 2 were re-powered 
with twin 300hp and 250hp Mercury Verado engines respectively. The new 
vessel, MARINE RESCUE 4 was fitted with twin 150hp engines in con-
struction. Serviced and maintained by Brisbane Marine, these engines have 
performed brilliantly for rescue work and reliability has been excellent.  MA-
RINE RESCUE 3 is currently still powered by the 175hp Evinrude E-TEC 
engine, and MC Marine at Coomera has ensured this engine has met its 
requirements.

Downtime on all vessels and engines during 2014/2015 has been very limit-
ed, due to sensible operation by the VMR Southport skippers, great servicing 
and mechanical attention and quality product.  The training achievements of  
volunteers are to be commended. With exhaustive requirements now man-
datory, and an ever increasing demand for compliance, the commitment of  
more time is now placed on our members. This has been accepted graciously 
and the dedication to improve, has seen promotion in ranking for a large 
number of  members.

The Squadron’s Queensland Ambulance Service 1st Responders have been 
kept busy and their requirement to maintain currency in their training is on-
going.  In future, six additional members will commence training to become 
1st Responders, as the continuing growth in the use of  the regions waterways 
demands this. To all members who have got there with training, or who are 
almost there, congratulations on your efforts, given that the goalposts regu-
larly change.  Active Membership was very strong in 2014/2015 and crew 
numbers are at required levels.

Fundraising efforts have been strong in 2014/2015 and as always the Sanc-
tuary Cove Boatshow provided VMR Southport with ample opportunity to 
boost the finances. The efforts of  members in attendance were outstanding, 
and the rewards were very profitable. Without the support of  granted funds 
by Government, Corporate entities and local businesses, VMR Southport 
could not provide the service it delivers. The Sunshine Automotive Group 
donated funds for communications equipment for the Rescue vessels, Mul-
pha Sanctuary Cove contributed towards the replacement of  electronic navi-
gation equipment for MARINE RESCUE 1, Allamanda Private Hospital 
provided funds to purchase a defibrillator for VMR Southport and both 
Optus and the Cruising Yacht Club of  Australia have assisted by contribut-
ing funding to the construction of  the new Radio Tower. 

The Queensland Government’s Gambling Community Benefit Fund con-
tributed funding for the Pontoon rectification and the replacement of  
engines on MARINE RESCUE 2, whilst the Queensland Department of  
Communities are funding the purchase of  new radios and aerials for the 
Base as part of  the Radio Tower project. The Gold Coast City Council also 
contributes annually to fund uniform purchases for members, whilst Bris-
bane Marine and Mercury Marine contributed substantially to our raffle 
prizes at the Sanctuary Cove Boatshow. Bartercard also donates trade dol-
lars, and Coomera Houseboat Holidays, as they have done for many years, 
assisted VMR Southport with their annual Corporate Sponsorship.

The Southport Yacht Club provided funding to replace marine radios at the 
Seaway Tower. In addition, the many contractors that undertake repairs and 
maintenance at VMR, often do so at drastically reduced rates, a lot of  the 
time at zero rates. Without this support, in whatever form, and the efforts of  
the members who liaise with these businesses, write sponsorship proposals 
and Grant funding applications, and organise the sourcing of  equipment, 
managing VMR Southport would be so much more difficult.

As I complete each year as Operations Controller of  VMR Southport (now 
my 15th), I look back and notice how much stronger we become each year. 
The complaints of  poor service from the boating public are minimal, the 
professional way in which the Boat Crews risk assess before they undertake 
rescue operations, the quality of  training of  our members and their perfor-
mance in difficult rescue situations, and the dedication to the cause shown 
by members, are all highlights.  If  you ever found yourself  in the position of  
the hundreds of  vessels and people that VMR Southport rescues every year, 
you can feel extremely confident and safe in their capable hands.

To Associate Members, VMR Southport is your Squadron. Cherish the op-
portunity to be a part. Keep up the great work and magnificent contribution 
to boating safety that each and every one of  you provides.
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VMR Southport maintains a 24 hour radio watch 365 days and 
nights of  the year with  2 groups of  active volunteers manning 
the base every minute of  the day.  Firstly our radio operators 
cover the day shift between 6.00am and 6.00pm Monday to Fri-
day, with the roster divided into 4 hour shifts.  Secondly the crews 
are allocated a day to cover the night shift Sunday to Thursday, 
between 6.00pm and 6.00am.

For most of  the crew members, about 80%, have full time jobs, 
most have families, yet still manage to make the commitment for  
crew duties. On arrival, the crew member completes a handover 
from the outgoing operator.  The duties for the night consist of  a 
station announcement broadcast at 6.15pm and at about 8.30pm 
a handover list is faxed from the Seaway Tower covering any 
outstanding vessels on their log. We keep track of  return times 
and ensure everyone who logs on prior to going offshore returns 
safely.  

Our task overnight is to take over radio watch on behalf  of  the 
Tower until their opening the next morning at 5.15am.  Some 
nights only the locals going out to fish for a couple of  hours log 
on.  Other nights vessels log on who are departing our water to 
continue their round the country holiday and masters transport-
ing a vessel for the owners.  

Usually by 5.00am the operator at the base has completed paper-
work for any vessels left on the overnight log and returned the 
details to the Tower, with any extra boats who have signed on 
prior to the Tower opening.  At 6.00am we complete a handover 
to the incoming operator when the majority of  us then start a 
new working day.

Winter nights are is much slower with only the die hards’ going 
fising in the early hours of  the morning. Their details are taken 
and passed on to the tower on opening.  Summer nights are a  
busier shift where at times, the base can fill a page of  boats log-
ging on before the tower opens.
  
This is when our sleepless nights reinforce our commitment and 
belief  in this organisation.

From the Radio Room
with Helen Stanfield

Sunset from the radio room

The radio room on a working day
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President Dave Macdonald asked me if  I would write a small report for the 
V sheet on the Sand Bar activities for this year , it wasn’t until I started look-
ing through my diary that I realised why my wife requested that I wear my 
name tag when home .  

We have had 5 Weddings , 8 Birthdays , 4 going away coming/home or En-
gagements, 6 Fishing competition/meetings  and 3 Christmas parties, that’s 
a total of  26 private  functions for the year.    Then we add some VMR 
functions; 12 evening Forums with BBQ supplied by the social club, 3 Skip-
pers meetings with dinner also supplied by the social club, 3 State of  Origin 
nights fully catered and 2 Golf  9 and Dine Nights at Emerald Lakes Golf  
Course . 

I guess by now you can picture me with my name badge proudly perched 
upon my chest, I wonder what next year’s request will be. 

I must take this opportunity  to say a big thank you to Glenys Paschedag who 
looks after the Base Bookings and attends most functions behind the bar 
with me, also a special thanks goes to Annie Erichsen , Andrea Curtis , Diana 
Gibson , Jason Horn and Glenn Norris  who have all put in time in the bar.  
If  at times you think I seem a little grumpy it won’t be at you , I probably 
have the next function on my mind or I’ve lost my name badge. 

Cheers and Happy New Year.  MERV Sand Bar

Message from the Sand Bar 
with Merv Handley

Merv at the Sand Bar

“My boat sank at the pontoon. It was OK last week, but now the only thing holding it up is the mooring rope. Why do I have all the bad luck?”
Well maybe, then again, maybe not.  Sometimes it is bad luck, but more often it is poor preparation, inadequate attention, carelessness or just a failure to act.  
We get called to quite a few boats sunk or sinking at the moorings and the reasons vary, but luck is rarely involved.

A few years ago we went to a yacht. The owner lived in Sydney and only came up to the Gold Coast occasionally. There was some fairly heavy rain for a few 
days. His storm covers had not been secured properly, so water came in through the covers. There was a self  draining feature common to yachts, and they 
work well when you are travelling, but when standing still. The rainwater came up to a level where the self  drainer became a self  filler and down the yatch 
went resting on the bottom and we raised it at low tide.

Bad luck? Probably not. If  the covers had been secured properly there would have been no problem. If  someone checked the boat occasionally, particularly 
in storm season, there may not have been a problem. A couple of  automatic bilge pumps with float switches may have saved the day, it they were fitted.

Another boat sank at a pontoon and had automatic bilge pumps fitted. Two of  them should have prevented the sinking. There their maintenance slip and a 
lot of  water was coming in through the exhaust venting where the flanges had rusted out.  The pumps did their work for a while and anyone looking at the 
boat would have seen a strong flow of  water coming out the bilge outlet. The trouble is, nobody looked at the boat for over a week and after a few days the 
batteries ran flat and the boat went down.

                                            Bad Luck? Probably Not!
Wtih Peter Holliday

So, bad luck? Probably not. So what can you do to help yourself ?
    

◊ Keep the maintenance up to date.
◊ Take care when fitting weatherproof  covers etc. Do it right.
◊ Fit bilge pumps. Preferably with float switches.
◊ Look at your boat. If  things need fixing, then fix them. Pay 
particular attention to parts below the water line.
◊ Look at your boat regularly. If  it is not sitting right you need to 
know early, not too late.
◊ Take action early. Don’t hope the problem will go away. Deal 
with it straight away, not after it is mostly under water.

Oh and that old favourite: 
Check the bungs. We still get boats sunk at pontoons where the bungs 
have deteriorated, and of  course where they have not been put in.

 

Attending to a stricken vessel
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VALE: John Bruce Duncan OAM
Many VMR Southport members bring interesting marine experiences, none
more so than Bruce Duncan, who joined as a Radio Operator in December 
1982.  

Bruce loved to regale listeners with tales of  his time aboard the 4-masted 
barque, PAMIR, the last commercial windjammer to round Cape Horn in 
1949.  PAMIR shipped Australian wheat from 1931 and was seized as a 
“prize of  war” in New Zealand in August 1941 as she was sailed by German 
owners.  Most of  the crew and cadets on board during Hurricane Carrie 
were lost when the PAMIR sank off  the Azores in 1957.  A tragic end to a 
gallant, beautiful vessel.

Bruce received the OAM in June 2003 for Services to the Community, 
particularly through Rotary Club of  Surfers Paradise.  Bruce was  Club 
Founder of  Broadbeach Rotary in 1972, and could regularly be heard 
directing retirees to a local Probus Club.

With his slow, clear voice, opening shifts at the Seaway Tower were his 
favourite time with VMR Southport, and he was a guaranteed face at Radio Operator Meetings, always welcoming new members with enthusiasm and a 
story or two from his vast lifetime experiences.  Bruce and wife, Ona, were regulars at the SAR (Search and Rescue) Club and social functions, especially if  
dancing was involved!  

Bruce passed away on 2 November in Cairns where he had moved to spend his latter years with daughter Fiona. 

On Saturday 21 November, VMR Southport became the centre of  a much 
larger Emergency.  A large grass fire enveloped the Southport Spit and the 
raging flames fanned by strong winds pushed massive amounts of  smoke 
over our Rescue Base. The Queensland Police Service ordered an evacu-
ation of  several locations within our area, whilst attempts were made to 
control the fire. 

VMR Southport's Rescue vessels were placed on standby to evacuate people 
stuck at the northern end of  the Spit, if  neccessary, however great work 
from the firefighters on the ground and from aerial water bombing appli-
ances averted a potential disaster. 

A lot of  help also from a generous wind change during the fire also pushed 
it way from structures and populated areas. 

Whilst every few years grass fires break out in this area, nothing compared 
to the ferocity of  this fire, and the speed at which it moved. Thankfully, no-
one was injured and in no time I guess the re-growth will begin to appear.  

Southport Spit Fire



Since 1986, many who have travelled out to the Southport Spit, visited VMR 
Southport Rescue, or looked eastward whilst on a vessel on the Broadwater, 
have noticed the huge Radio Tower at the VMR Base.   Now about 33 years 
old, the triangular steel structure was relocated from the old Air Sea Rescue 
Base at the Southport Yacht Club and enquiries with the former manufactur-
ers reveals that a 25 year structural life is given on these towers, our model 
is a genuine ripper.  In its current position, it has survived lightning strikes, 
provided a stable platform for massive bird’s nests, and was once scaled by 
a disturbed man going through a family breakup. Most importantly, it has 
provided a reliable line of  communications for the thousands of  vessels that 
have communicated with VMR Southport over that time.

Russ Hinze, former Queensland Government Minister for Everything was 
apparently instrumental in helping Air Sea Rescue to re-locate the tower to 
its current position. So instrumental was Russ's role in this move, today no-
one knows how big the concrete slab is under the Tower, how much steel 
is anchoring the slab, or if  there are construction drawings or plans for the 
slab, since none have been found since searching began in 2002. No-one 
even seems to remember who poured the slab, the source of  the concrete, 
but they vaguely remember Russ supervised the project! Given the tower still 
stands today, it’s obvious he knew a bit about engineering.

More gossip tells when the Tower was moved from the Yacht Club, it was 
done in 2 parts, transported on a flatbed semi-trailer. The bottom section was 
moved and bolted down first, with half  the job done, the top half  should 
have been as easy a job.  Except, when being transported along Seaworld 
Drive, with aerials and all intact, the truck driver came to a screaming halt 
when he realised he wouldn’t make it underneath the Marina Mirage road 
bridge. With traffic coming to a halt and nowhere for the truck to go, the 
transport crew decided to try to disassemble the aerials on the roadway. Then 
with 3 of  the 5 aerials unbolted, traffic congested back to the Yacht Club,  
spanners working overtime, along came a Sergeant of  Police, demanding to 
see the ' Wide Load Permit ' required to transport the structure. 

Rumour has it that a Water Police Officer had given 'approval ' for the tower 
to be moved, and if  there was a problem, he would sort out the paperwork at 
a later date. In his risk assessment, he obviously didn’t suspect this problem 
and, “out on a task” he wasn’t answering his radio that day! Apparently, the 
Sergeant had some very harsh words to all concerned, and told everyone to 
hurry up and get the truck moving again. Finally, after a couple of  hours the 

Out With The Old - In With The New
With Glenn Norris

tower made it to its existing position, was bolted together, and has more than 
adequately served its intended purpose.

Unfortunately, in about 2010, whilst undergoing some routine maintenance, 
contractors advised the Tower was in an irreparable condition toward the top 
of  the structure, and plans should be made to replace it. Investigations com-
menced into modern types of  Radio Towers, the materials and their con-
struction.  After major Government hurdles with lease renewals, engineering 
issues, and the sourcing of  funding to undertake the project, a decision was 
made in late 2013 to replace the entire structure. 

The  submission of  a proposed terminal has added almost 18 months of  
delays until finally in mid 2015, permission was granted to VMR Southport 
to move forward with construction.   The engineering on this project cov-
ered the size of  the slab, amount of  concrete and steel required, the type of  
tower.  We finally had design and drawings. 

In August 2015, a 30 metre concrete monopole was ordered, which would 
more than adequately withstand cyclones, severe thunderstorms, bird strikes, 
and a decision was made to go without a ladder down the side, so in the 
event of  another domestic disturbance it couldn't be climbed.  

In September 2015 construction began and 57 cubic metres of  concrete was 
poured to form a slab reinforced by over 3 tonnes of  steel and a 90 tonne 
crane raised the 2 x 9M and 1 x 10M concrete sections which were bolted 
together to form the pole. A 500kg triangular, galvanised steel headframe 
was atop the pole to support over 500kg of  equipment. The pole has been 
designed with the future in mind, making allowance for any changes in mod-
ern communication technologies.  

Optus Communications jumped at the opportunity to replace their equip-
ment to the new tower so along with multiple marine radio aerials, upgraded 
telecommunications equipment also sits atop the pole, servicing mobile 
phone requirements to the northern Gold Coast area.

The total cost of  this project was in the vicinity of  $170,000 with the impact 
on the Squadron’s coffers lessened dramatically by way of  donation,  reduced 
costs of  labour and product and Grants applied for and received.
 
Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport provides the only 24/7 Marine Rescue 
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Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport sincerely acknowledges the generosity and support of the 
following companies during the  construction of the Radio Aerial Tower

service in the Gold Coast area and outside of  the operating hours of  the 
Gold Coast Seaway Tower, all marine radio communications on emergency 
and working channels are undertaken through the Radio Room. This radio 
tower and its associated equipment, along with the new touch screen 
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operated marine radio system installed is destined to dramatically improve 
the clarity of  marine radio broadcasts and to further the distance and range 
of  broadcasts.  The new radio computer system also has the facility to allow 
all broadcasts to be recorded.

OPTUS COMMUNICATIONS
Ph 1800 780 219 

www.optus.com.au

HOLCIM 
Ph 13 11 88 

www.holcim.com.au

CLASSIC CONCRETE PUMPING
Ph (07) 5522 1319 

www.classicconcretepumping.com.au

HANCHARD CRANES 
Ph (07) 3274 3377 

www.hanchardcranes.com.au

MULTI SPAN AUSTRALIA 
DESIGN CONSTRUCT

Ph (07) 3274 4209 
www.multispan.com.au

LYNDONS 
Ph (07) 5593 5050 

www.lyndons.com.au

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES 

CRUISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 
SOLAS FUND 
Ph (02) 8292 7800 
www.cyca.com.au

AUSTOWER
Ph (07) 3245 6280 

www.austower.com.au

ABKJ LAWYERS
 Ph (07) 5532 3199 
www.abkj.com.au
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Be A Good Fisher: Know Your Marina Etiquette
Marinas are modern complexes that support recreational and 

commercial boating activities.

The main thing you have to remember when fishing in marinas is that they are often on private leases 
and you need to seek permission to go fishing.  Here are some pointers to help guide your fishing in 
and around marinas:

1 Know the rules 
Most marinas have established policies to help ensure a peaceful community. Some rules are 
common to all marinas and some are in-house rules that deal with special situations, particularly to 
the layout and location. Many times you can get the “lay of  the land” by having a quick, friendly 
conversation with the Marina Manager.

2 Navigation
When navigating in a marina, take care to slow down. No wash speed is top speed. You have more time to react and you won’t create a 
disturbing wash, potentially causing damage to structures or vessels.

3 Berthing or anchoring 
Check before securing your vessel at pontoons or secure areas within the marina. Marina signage should be respected.

4 Fishing
Respect rules and local guidelines in marinas. Don’t set crab pots in narrow channels that can restrict the safe navigation of  vessels.

5 Garbage and waste disposal
Recreational fishers are encouraged to ensure discarded fishing line, other gear and waste don’t end up in the water. All waste must be placed 
 the appropriate bins supplied or stowed on board.

6 Habitat
Infrastructure in marinas provide excellent habitat for juvenile fish – give them an opportunity to grow and mature.

For more information on Queensland fishing regulations, please visit www.fisheries.qld.gov.au, call 13 25 23 or download the free ‘Qld Fishing’ app from 
Apple and Google app stores.  Follow Fisheries Queensland on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram (@FisheriesQld).

Become a volunteer
Learn new skills
Meet new friends
Provide a community service

Vacancies exist for Marine Radio Operators to help 
maintain communications with the boating public and 

rescue boat crews on call.

For more details call VMR Base anytime

55 911 300
and talk to the Radio Operator on duty.

?Do you want to
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Handy Health Tips 
Whilst this forms part of  our lifestyle more and more people are becoming 

statistics of  sun and heat related illnesses.   
In this edition of  the Vsheet I would like to draw your attention to one of  the most common sun related conditions which affects far too many unsuspecting 
people.   I refer to the condition known as sunstroke or heatstroke.

Sun or Heatstroke is a potentially life threatening illness where the body’s heat regulating system fails due to exposure to high temperatures. This can occur 
when the body’s mechanisms to rid itself  of  excess heat, are overwhelmed by a very hot or humid environment or by strenuous physical activity. 

In simple terms this means the body is unable to lose heat adequately in order to return to its normal temperature.  Therefore body temperatures rise to very 
high levels which can cause damage to major body organs, e.g. heart

Symptoms of  sun stroke may include hot dry skin, usually no sweating, flushed then pale or purple skin, hyperventilation (rapid, shallow breathing), a rapid 
and bounding pulse, headache, muscle cramps, dilated pupils, lethargy or stupor, aggressive or agitated behaviour, convulsions and loss of  
consciousness. 

Anyone exposed to high temperatures is at risk of  sunstroke, though more particularly young children, the elderly,  diabetics, people with certain heart condi-
tions, some skin disorders, people who have consumed excess alcohol and people on certain medications that regulate body temperatures are more at risk 
if  they fail to take precautions.

Treatment of  sunstroke is a medical emergency and no hesitation should be taken in calling an ambulance or visiting a hospital. In the interim the primary 
treatment is to lower the elevated body temperature as quickly as possible. This can be done, bearing in mind people’s privacy, by removing a patients clothing 
and immersing a patient in a cold water bath, wrapping the patient in a wet towel, sponging down the body, rubbing the limbs with ice cubes and fanning 
the patient with a newspaper, towel etc. This cooling process, must continue until a higher level of  medical attention takes over, e.g. ambulance or hospital.

As always, prevention is better than cure and a few tips to prevent sunstroke are to drink plenty of  water when in the sun, rest during the hottest parts of  
the day, dress appropriately in minimal and loose fitting clothing when in the sun, stay in the shade if  possible and limit alcohol consumption.  Sunstroke can 
be fatal if  not properly treated. Death can occur in as little as 30 minutes if  the body’s cooling mechanism fails and the body’s core temperature rapidly rises. 
Death may also occur up to several weeks after the initial exposure as a result of  complications, such as kidney or heart failure. 

As many as 10% of  victims will die from sunstroke, whilst many more suffer from permanent damage to body organs such as the liver.   Stay cool and 
hydrated this summer and limit alcohol consumption. Don’t be afraid to dial Emergency 000 if  you suspect someone you know may be suffering from 
sunstroke. It could save their life.
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Safety Onboard During Storms – Lookout For Lightning
With Greg Turner

One of  the rescue crew members at the last Forum Meeting asked the 
question as to what is the procedure when out on the boats when you 
encounter a severe thunderstorm. A good question, that received many 
blank looks around the room. It of  course is a relevant question
during the middle of  the summer storm season, when South East 
Queensland gets more than its fair share of  intense thunderstorms with 
many lightning strikes.

As they say, Google is your friend and with a couple of  searches under 
the headings “small boats and lightning” there is much information avail-
able. The most relevant information is available on the website “Boating 
– World’s Largest Powerboat Magazine”.

They have some interesting reading and handy tips if  you are caught out 
in a thunderstorm. The articles quote that it is rare for boats to get struck 
by lightning, but if  you have done a shift in the radio room when a thun-
derstorm passes over the base you will have most likely witnessed yachts 
anchored in the Marine Stadium getting hit by lightning.

The handy tips provided in the Boating Magazine are – don’t go out if  
there are thunderstorms predicted! This is not so easy for rescue boat 
crews or people who live onboard their vessels out on the water. If  you 
are out on your boat and caught in a storm, remember that lightning will 
take the most direct path to earth by striking the highest object.

Out on the water the highest object will most likely be your boat. Should 
lightning hit your boat or strike close by there is a good chance your elec-
trics will be fried. The sound advice is do not use you marine radio whilst 
there is a chance that lightning will strike close to your boat.

Larger vessels can protect their equipment by way of  grounding all the 
electrics and systems throughout the boat. Establishing a lightning rod at 
the highest point on the boat will assist in protecting expensive
equipment. Larger boats can also protect equipment onboard by means 
of  isolating the electrics, storing laptop computers in a microwave
oven, this is said to create a kind of  Faradays Cage where important 
stored information can be stored safely.

The tips for small boats when out on the water and there is the possibility 
of  a lightning strike are to make sure you lower your antennas, disconnect 
all power and antenna cables to electronics. Most importantly
is do not touch two metal surfaces at the same time, as in engine controls 
and the bimini frame or the helm and a stainless steel handrail. If  able, 
send the crew below decks to avoid any exposure to danger.

As I said earlier, check out the internet for more information on making
your boat safe during the summer storm season.
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Australia’s Greatest 
Boatyard

www.theboatworks.com.au
(07) 5500 0000



RULES APPLY TO ANCHORING IN GOLD COAST WATERWAYS…
Why Limit Anchoring?
There are time limits for anchoring in some Gold Coast waters that are in particularly high demand. This  
operates like   parking restrictions for vehicles in city centres or camping restrictions in national parks. Limits are 
needed so that everyone gets a fair go at anchoring in the most sought after locations.

The map on the reverse side shows certain prohibited areas and other 
restrictions. Following is a summary of these rules.
Anchoring and mooring  boats is restricted to 24 hours on most rivers, creeks and canals and to seven days in 
most parts of the Broadwater.

Anchoring and mooring time restrictions do not apply to boats moored to an approved buoy mooring, jetty 
or pontoon if you own it or have permission to use it. Anchoring or mooring boats within 30 metres of a buoy 
mooring, jetty or pontoon whether occupied or not, is prohibited.

These rules are enforceable under the Transport Infrastructure (Waterways Management) Regulation 2012. 
Enforcement agencies can issue on the spot fines for breaches of these rules.

GUIDE FOR...
Anchoring, Mooring and Grounding 
Restrictions

40-44 Seaworld Drive 
Main Beach Qld 4217
P: 07 5539 7350
mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au 
gcwa.qld.gov.au

For more information please contact Gold Coast Waterways Authority:
40-44 Seaworld Drive Main Beach   |  Phone: 07 5539 7350  |  Email: mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au  |  Like us    

Other useful contacts:
Maritime Safety  
Queensland 
40-44 Seaworld Drive 
Main Beach  
Ph: 07 5585 1811

Queensland Boating and 
Fisheries Patrol 
40-44 Seaworld Drive 
Main Beach  
Ph: 07 5583 5500

Queensland  
Water Police 
40-44 Seaworld Drive  
Main Beach 
Ph: 07 5509 5700
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Gold Coast
Seaway

CORAL
SEA

Southport

Tallebudgera Creek

The Spit

Nerang RiverNerang River
canals and lakes

Hollywell

Wavebreak
Island

GOLD
COAST

CITY

South
Stradbroke
Island

Sovereign
Islands

Refer to Moreton Bay
Marine Park for rules

in this area

Boundary of
Regulations

Ephraim
Island

 24 HOUR ANCHORING  WATERS 

 A 24 hour anchoring and mooring limit in any 30 day period 
applies within these (green) areas. If you stay longer than 24 hours 
you will be liable to receive an infringement notice.

 This refers to the following waters:
 » All canals
 » All lakes
 » Within 100 metres of the shores of Sovereign Islands and  

Ephraim Island
 » Biggera, Coombabah, Currumbin, Loders, Tallebudgera Creeks 

and their tributaries
 » Coomera River
 » Hollywell Harbour and Paradise Point Boat Harbour
 » Nerang River and all tributaries upstream of the Gold Coast 

Bridge
 » Bundall flood channel between Ashmore Rd and Racecourse Rd
 » Between the Gold Coast Bridge and an imaginary line running  

east from the boat ramp near the Southport Aquatic Centre

7 DAY ANCHORING WATERS

 Anchoring and mooring in this area is restricted to a maximum 
of 7 consecutive days in any 60 day period at the one location. 
The vessel must then be moved at least one nautical mile from its 
original position, the 7 consecutive day cycle then restarts. If you 
stay longer than 7 consecutive days at the one position you will be 
liable to receive an infringement notice and cannot return to the 
area for another 60 days.

 Anchoring and mooring in this area is restricted to a maximum of 
7 consecutive days in any 60 day period at one or more locations 
within these (purple) waters. If you stay up to 7 days and move 
into another designated (orange or green) area for a minimum 
of 24 hours and then return, the 7 day cycle restarts. If you stay 
longer than 7 consecutive days you will be liable to receive an 
infringement notice and you cannot return to the area for another 
60 days.

These restrictions also apply to boats aground and stranded.

This is a guide only.  Please refer to the following legislation for full details – Transport 
Infrastructure Act 1994 and Transport Infrastructure (Waterways Management) Regulation 
2012 available from Gold Coast Waterways Authority website www.gcwa.qld.gov.au

40-44 Seaworld Drive 
Main Beach Qld 4217
P: 07 5539 7350
mail@gcwa.qld.gov.au 
gcwa.qld.gov.au

Map indicative only.
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Introducing the Committee Members of
VMR Southport Management Committee 

2015-2016

Bob Jordan – Committee Member 1

Back from the  left: 
Martin Walsh, Glenn Norris, Jacob Rudge,  Roy Patterson, John Kaus

Front from the left: 
Diana Gibson, Dave Macdonald, Beverley Weldon

Absent: Bob Jordan.

My life on the Gold Coast started in 1966 when the beaches hadn’t yet been 
mined and the vegetation on the dunes were considered a pest. In the years 
that followed the mineral sand was removed as was the dune vegetation. 
Both of  these actions were considered to be great contributors to the beach 
erosion that occurred in the following years.

I bought my first boat in 1991 and quickly learnt to successfully cross the 
Currumbin bar which was my departure point for many fishing and spanner 
crabbing expeditions. I must confess that I found it much easier to come 
home with a feed of  freshly caught fish back then.

I joined VMR Southport in 2010 and was assigned to White Crew. I have 
enjoyed completing the courses of  study to attain the rank of  Inshore Skip-
per and I am currently training for the next rank of  Coxswain. With more 
time in my semi-retirement I am also looking to participate more in the many 
mid-week callouts as our boating season ramps up towards Christmas.

I joined as a weekend Seaway Tower Radio Operator in 2000 and stepped up 
involvement with VMR Southport after “retiring” in 2003.  

Since then, retirement has consisted of  miscellaneous commercial ventures 
and VMR Southport Management Committee as Secretary or Radio Opera-
tions Controller for over 10 years.   

I also spend time with Spotlight Theatre and Aunties & Uncles Gold Coast 
Committee.  I have lived on the Gold Coast since returning in 1996 after 21 
years in South Africa.  Two sons, a daughter in law and a 9 year old. grandson 
add spice to life.

Diana Gibson - Secretary



Based in Brisbane, Australia. We 
work with clients across the world 

offering them the best in Luxury Leisure 
Pontoon Boats or Sports Pontoon Fishing 
Boats. You want it we build it – send us 
your layout for quotation on your new 
Pontoon Boat.

CAN BE BUILT TO SURVEY
•  Various lengths and widths available
• Custom colour schemes & graphics
•   Choose or supply your own outboard

Save money with our DIY kits
• Customise your internal fi tout
•  You want it we build it – send us your 

layout for pricing
•  Now stocking most pontoon boat 

accessories
•  We can supply furniture to modernise 

your old boat
• Repairs to existing boats

RUNAWAY BAY PONTOON BOATS
Specialists in New and Custom Australian made Pontoon Boats

www.runawaybaypontoonboats.com

AB012

PH +61 (07) 3440 9000   FAX +61 (07) 3341 0693
Sales - Craig Winch: 0417 646 711 • craig@Holmwoodhighgate.com.au

Factory Tours Welcome – 155 Ford Road, Rochedale, Queensland, Australia
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Ryan Williams

2015
PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT


