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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT

Dave Macdonald
President

From the Wheel House

As we move towards the winter months I look back at what has been a very mild 3 months weather wise 
and again need to congratulate each and everyone of the volunteers who manned our rescue vessels, 
answered radio calls for assistance and of course the Seaway Tower members. There was only a marginal 
easing in total statistics across all areas of VMR Southport meaning we were all still extremely busy.

Having Marine Rescue 1 off the water for a period of weeks with necessary engine repairs didn’t help 
when it came to medivacs but thankfully the fine conditions prevailed, ensuring dry transportation of 
those when required when using the other rescue vessels.

In an effort to increase our public profile I have been working with a couple of committee members on a 
number of possibilities that will, if we can complete our ideas, see more of VMR Southport in the news 
and on radio.  This awareness campaign will hopefully attract more members into active duties with us 
further lightening the ever increasing volunteer work load.

The month of May saw the 28thAnnual Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show.  Our volunteer’s 
efforts in selling raffle tickets produced an excellent result, in fact the best since 5 years ago. The person 
transports from vessels was down a little as there was a noticeable reduction in anchored boats in the river.

On the 7th of June at our Base Troy Wood, Brisbane Marine and Dallas Hersey, Mercury drew our annual 
fund raising raffle. I have much pleasure announcing the winners below.

2016 whale season has commenced for the year, whilst you are out enjoying the show and stay safe on the 
water.

Results of Raffle
Drawn 7 June 2016

1st  Ticket 13831   J Godson

2nd Ticket 11185   G Dyson

3rd  Ticket 15628   I Kingi

4th  Ticket 16649   N Ferguson

5th  Ticket 16767   M Perston
We thank everyone for their continued support



ACTIVATIOnS MARCH 
2016

APRIL         
2016

MAY
2016

Towed Vessels 59 57 40
Jump Starts 7 4 5
Pump Outs 1 5
Transporting 1 1
Fire 1
Standby 3 1
Medical 4 5 2
Searches 3
Dispersal of Ashes 4 2 2
Public Relations 1 4 13
Crew Training 69 69 47
Groundings 5 7 5
Other 3 3

TOTALS 157 152 124

Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS

SOME STATS

with Glenn Norris

Notable Jobs

VMR Southport was recently activated by the Qld Ambulance Service 
to transport Paramedics to a gentleman who has suffered a severe 
laceration to his foot. On arrival the crew were met with a patient who 
was in extreme pain and suffering significant blood loss. The man had 
dropped a glass bottle, then innocently stood on the broken glass after 
it had smashed. After some quick medical work by the Paramedics the 
man was loaded onto the VMR vessel, transported back to the VMR 
Base, then transferred by a waiting Ambulance to Hospital where 
Doctors attended to a ruptured artery and severed achilles tendon. 

Qld Ambulance also recently requested VMR assistance with a caller 
to the Communications Centre reporting her husband had been bitten 
by a snake on the northern end of South Stradbroke Island. VMR 
dispatched a vessel, along with 2 Paramedics who arrived on scene to 
find a man in obvious distress, and feeling very unwell. The man worked 
as a Caretaker on the island and had been putting away some tools in 
a garden shed after dark, when he felt a sharp pain near his ankle. On 
looking down he noticed a small amount of blood and a red welt type 
mark, however, didn’t actually see the snake in the darkness. On arrival, 
the Paramedics became quite concerned at the patients observations 
and requested a rather hasty trip back towards hospital. The wound was 
bandaged, and the leg immobilized while the man was transported in the 
VMR vessel back to Southport where the Ambulance conveyed him to 
hospital. No further information became available on the mans resultant 
condition.

A man called VMR recently requesting assistance in towing his vessel 
after he had damaged his propellor after striking rocks near North 
Currigee. A crew was dispatched to tow the vessel, being told by the 
boatie that he had been boating in that particular area for in excess of 30 
years and on this particular day had just decided to take a different route 
to his intended location. Obviously, he has learnt not where to go next 
time.

A VMR crew was called to assist a hire boat recently that had become 
grounded on a sandbank near SeaWorld. The Skipper stated that the 
fishing was so good that they just hadn’t noticed the tide was falling and 
hence it was too late once they realised. When asked what ‘ they had 
caught ‘, the man replied ‘ nothing, but it was just so much fun trying, 
the weather was perfect, and we didn’t have a worry in the world ‘. 
That was until they went to pack up to return the vessel and saw very 
little water around them. A small nudge by the VMR vessel ungrounded 
the boat, with the only damage being to one’s pride. 

A very irate boatie recently called VMR requesting a tow for his vessel 
that he claimed was suffering some sort of fuel starvation issue. He 
requested a tow to Coomera where he had organised his mechanic to be 
waiting. The man had only recently spent in excess of $6000 with the 
mechanic to have the engine rebuilt after another breakdown. On arrival 
with the tow by VMR, the mechanic was treated to an absolute tirade 
of abuse from the boatie, a tirade so intense that fists were clenched and 
language so colourful could be heard throughout Coomera, Helensvale, 
Oxenford and surrounds. Maybe this all came about from the mechanics 
first comment to the boatie, ‘ have you checked to see if there is any 
fuel in the tank ? VMR didn’t hang around long enough to find out the 
diagnosis.

Inshore Skipper
Trevor Bellis

Tony Kyle

Senior Crew
Annie Erichsen

Recruit
Troy Guilfoyle
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Written By
Senior Constable Michael Banyari
GOLD COAST WATER POLICE

Queensland Water Police

In 2011 Detective Senior Constable Leeding 
was fatally wounded when responding to an 
armed robbery at the Pacific Pine Tavern.   This 
vessel was named in his honour   

The QPV Damien Leeding is the newest of 
our new generation 24m Class 1 vessels.   Six 
in total now serve in Queensland waters from 
Brisbane to Torres Strait.   The QPV Damien 
Leeding with be deployed and based out of the 
Whitsundays Island Group.   

The new 24m vessels were introduced in the 
fleet in 2009 to enhance present and future 
operations capabilities.   They are essentially a 
mobile police station fitted out with the latest 
communication technology, and are capable 
of being utilized as an incident command and 
control centre, as well as search and rescue 
operations.  Designed for extended patrol and 
offshore deployments these vessel will be 
serving in Queensland Coastal waters well into 
the future.   

A critical component of a search and rescue as outlined in the 
Australian National Search and Rescue Manual (NATSAR Manual) is 
communication, as it performs a vital and integral role in the Search and 
Rescue system.   

Outlined in Chapter 2 of the NATSAR manual, distress and safety 
communication require the highest possible integrity from harmful 
interference and incorrect or lack of information, being passed to rescue 
services.   The rapid transmission, passing of correct information, to 
authorities and rescue services is vital for the organising, coordination 
and effecting rescue.   Rescue organisation, coordination, and the 
activation and deployment of rescue resources to effect rescue, is time 
critical.   

Police and volunteer rescue organisations are actively involved in the 
ongoing education of vessel operators and owners with regards to the 
provision of correct information to next of kin, coastal radio station 
and volunteer rescue organisations when operating within respective 
waterways and or offshore waters.   

It is important that vessel operators do the following:

1. Ensure the vessel has the correct safety equipment and that it is in 
date and working correctly.   

2. Ensure vessel registration details with QLD Transport are correct 
and up-to-date.   

3. Ensure EPIRBS are registered with AMSA and contact and vessel 
details are up-to-date.  

4. Ensure all marine radio communication equipment fitted to the 
vessel is in working order prior to departure.

5. Advise Next of Kin of launch point, intended trip passage, and 
person’s on-board and contact details and or numbers.

6. Advise coastal radio stations such as the Sea Way Tower, Volunteer 
Rescue Groups, and Coastal Bar radio stations of vessel details, 
contact details, intended passage and or movement and number of 
people on board.

7. Ensure any changes in return time and passage movements are 
passed on to coastal radio stations/Volunteer Rescue Groups/ Coast 
Bar radio stations and Next of Kin.   

It is essential in any search and rescue operation, that communication 
and information be available to rescue authorities.  

Safety is paramount in vessel operations and it is important that vessel 
operators comply with providing the information mentioned above.

COMMUNICATION – 
SEARCH AND RESCUE

On the 20th May 2016, QPV Damien Leeding was 
officially launched and commissioned into 

the Queensland Police Fleet. 

NEW VESSEL JOINS THE QPS FLEET
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Well, the boat is ready. Everything has been checked. The phone is 
charged and the radio works. It’s time to go. Fishing on the 24 fathom 
reef.

But it would be good to get home safely, so let’s follow a couple of 
sensible procedures.

As we round the corner into the Seaway, we stop briefly and call the 
Seaway Tower.  Not too close though, they can’t hear you, there is 
a black spot directly in front. We could use the mobile, but phone 
reception can be poor when you get more than about 8km offshore, so 
I prefer to use the radio. Use VHF channel 73 for preference, I tried 
using channel 16 once, but they always ask you to go to 73 so that the 
emergency channel is free for emergencies. The older style 27 meg 
radios are still covered, but the range and clarity of VHF is so much 
better. Use channel 91 if you have a 27 meg radio as 27.88 is the 
emergency frequency.

The conversation is brief and to the point:

Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer, 
Wanderer, Wanderer on channel 73.

Wanderer, this is the Seaway Tower, go ahead please.

Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer. I would like to log on for the 
morning. My registration is Kilo Hotel Two Five Two Quebec 
(KH252Q) I have 2 POB (People on Board) My mobile number is 
0407635898  I will be fishing on the 24 fathom reef Southeast of the 
Seaway with an ETR (Estimated Time of Return) of 1300 (1pm).

Romeo Wanderer, we have you on the log.(Romeo is the correct 
marine version of ‘Roger’ and it just means ’OK’)

Simple, isn’t it. They write it all down and keep track of it. If you don’t 
log back in by 1300 they call you. If they can’t make contact, they try 
again after 30 minutes (And probably before that as well) and if they 
can’t make contact within an hour they get onto the Water Police so 
that someone can start looking for you. Great for your peace of mind. 
Someone knows you are out there.

Remember to keep the phone and radio on, because sometimes the 
Tower may want to contact you.

After a half hour it’s obvious that we are not getting any bites. We decide 
to move. Keep the Tower updated.

Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer, 
Wanderer, Wanderer on channel 73.

Wanderer, this is the Seaway Tower, go ahead please.

Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer. We are moving to the 36 Fathom 
Reef East of the Seaway.

Romeo Wanderer, we have updated your details.

We don’t expect any difficulties, but they can find us if there are 
problems.

The 36 fathom mark was alive with fish. Getting out there also cut into 
our fishing time. Let’s extend.

Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer, 
Wanderer, Wanderer on channel 73.

Wanderer, this is the Seaway Tower, go ahead please.

Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer. We would like to extend our ETR 
until 1500

Romeo Wanderer, we have updated your details.

A few quick simple messages and our safety net is still in place. Of 
course, when we get back across the Seaway you must remember to 

IT’S SENSIBLE 
by Peter Holliday

log off. If you don’t log off, expect a call. It can be embarrassing to be 
woken up at 2 am to check that you are safely inside the Seaway.

Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer, 
Wanderer, Wanderer on channel 73.

Wanderer, this is the Seaway Tower, go ahead please.

Seaway Tower, this is Wanderer. We are safely back inside the 
Seaway. Thank you for your coverage.

Romeo Wanderer, you are off the log.

Sometimes, if the weather has deteriorated and I don’t like the look of 
the Seaway, I might call them just before I start the bar crossing on the 
way back in. That is obviously the most dangerous part of the trip back. 
By calling before and after the crossing they know you made it without 
mishap. 

Logging on and off is simple enough. Everyone should do it as a routine 
safety procedure. There is no charge, and it makes sense.

But please don’t assume that the people in the tower watch you go out 
and come back in. That isn’t what they do, for two good reasons. If it 
is dark, we cannot read your registration, and whatever the weather our 
clairvoyance won’t tell us when you expect to be back.

The Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 1994 imposes a safety 
obligation on all vessel owners and operators (skippers and PWC riders) 
to operate vessels safely at all times.
Maximum speed limits apply in boating areas. For safety reasons, it may 
be necessary to adjust your speed, stay below these limits and operate for 
the conditions.  A 6 knot speed limit applies to all boat harbours, marinas 
and canals in Queensland.

A speed limit of 6 knots within 30 metres of: 
• boats anchored, moored to the shore or aground 
• jetty, wharf, pontoon or boat ramp 
• people in the water. 

Except PWC’s these must not operate at more than 6 knots within 60 
meters of people in the water.

A person who is the owner or master of a ship must not operate the ship 
within 30 metres of a diver in the water if a code. A flag is displayed in 
the vicinity of the diver.

Divers can surface at any time, sometimes a significant distance from 
where they enter the water.  In the interest of diver safety, any boat is ex-
cluded from operating within 30 metres of a diver in the water if a Code 
A flag is displayed. It is legal for the boat tending the diver to operate 
within the 30 metres.

Within 30M of a 
DIVERS’ FLAGS
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MONTH FEB-16 MAR-16 APR-16

VESSELS 288 740 761

ALL PHONES 334 514 493

TOTAL RADIOS 2284 2483 2921

ASSISTS & REPORTS 121 200 165

RADIO CHECKS 131 141 162

WEATHER REPORTS 203 213 202

TRANSIT ARRIVALS 21 33 45

TRANSIT DEPARTURES 17 26 28

SEAWAY TOWER 
OPERATIONAL STATISTICS

Photo courtesy of Hunter Neuss

The alarm goes off at 4am (although often I am awake but have no 
intentions of getting out of bed early).  A quick shower and into the car, 
I’m off to the Seaway Tower to do an opening shift.  It is very quiet on 
the streets and also a very peaceful time.  A few early starters heading off 
to work and also people going for their morning walks and I wonder to 
myself “why on earth would anyone go walking in the park at that time 
of the morning”.

On arrival at the Tower you have a quick look and listen to determine 
the conditions in the seaway and usually there are several lights on 
boats already heading out to their favourite fishing grounds.  Upstairs 
you meet up with your Coastguard companion for the shift and a few 
quick jobs including checking if any boats are in transit and due to arrive 
during the first shift.  

At 5.05am we contact Brisbane VTS who monitor Ch16 for us during 
the night and takeover that job.  Shortly after we make our official call 
on 4 channels advising that we are open for business. In the mean time 
we are taking calls from the keen fishermen who want to log on with us.  
We log their details including the name and registration of the vessel, 
number of people on board, mobile number and where they intend to 
head and their expected time of return.  We have some great guys calling 
in who know to speak to the us in a calm, methodical way but others 
are so keen to get going they race through the details so quickly that we 
have to ask them to repeat some of the information.  

There is a black spot for radio reception directly in front of the Tower 
that some fishermen may not be aware of.  As we are monitoring quite a 
few radio channels, there is always a lot of background noise in the radio 
room which sometimes makes it very hard to hear (and as we are mostly 
retired volunteers  I’m sure many of us have a few hearing problems).  
We print out the weather reports from the Bureau of Meteorology for the 
Sunshine and Gold Coasts, Moreton Bay and also the Byron Coast.  At 
5.25am there is a Gold Coast weather report and this is repeated at 6am.  
If there are any Securites, these are done at 5.33am and then at 6.33am 
and then every 2 hours until it is cancelled.  At 8.05am we do “the big 
weather report” broadcasting all reports for the four regions that can take 
about 8-10 minutes to broadcast.  This is done on Ch67.

May through to September is whale watch season so we make an 
announcement advising boaties to be on the alert for whales in their 
vicinity and to keep well away from them.  Often we are lucky to see the 
whales offshore and occasionally they do enter the Seaway, dolphins are 
also daily visitors in and out of the seaway.  Another bonus for getting 
up early is the pleasure of seeing stunning sunrises (And sunsets on the 
closing shift) I’m sure some radio operators on the opening shifts have 
taken a photo or two.  

During the quiet times (and yes, there are plenty of those) you can catch 
up on the latest gossip with your Coastguard companion or read or just 
look at the scenery and think “how beautiful the area is and how lucky 
we all are “and then at 9.45 the next crew come in to take over and it is 
time to head off home (the traffic is much heavier now)

 SUNRISE AT 
THE SEAWAY TOWER

by Glenys Paschedag
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CREW PERSON OF THE YEAR 2015
Each year an award is given to a person who is cast the most votes on 
each crew and the person who tops the count between the crews receives 
the honour to be awarded the ‘Greg Turner’ trophy. 
This prestige’s award gives that person bragging rights for the next 12 
months, but seriously the award is quite an achievement to be proud of 
within the organisation. 
Voting is based upon criteria including; willingness to learn, assistance to 
other crew members, attendance and participation at crew, volunteering 
for activities, the 1 percenters - all those tasks that people take for 
granted, going above and beyond for the crew just to name a few. 
The award winners for each crew were:
 Red Crew:  Sarah Race
 Blue Crew:  Steven Hipkiss
 Yellow Crew:  Dale Brink
 Black Crew:  Trevor Bellis
 Green Crew:  Steve Phillips
 White Crew:  Peter Holliday
The overall winner for 2015 was Trevor Bellis 
presented by Greg Turner.

THE GREAT CREW CHALLENGE 
Senior Skippers Training Night 

Each year the Senior Skippers get together to test the skills of the 6 
crews.The format of this night is to promote each crew working as 
a team and the winner of the night receives the “M.O. White” Crew 
Trophy. They each have to complete 6 disciplines, Fire pump operations, 
Rope work, Tow rope throwing, Domestic regulations theory, General 
knowledge theory, and Local knowledge identification. Each discipline, 
will be gauged on how they are completed, points are awarded for each 
one over the following criteria: time taken, distance, correct answers and 
also the confidence in completing them.
This year there was a very good turn out by most crews and the 
competition was fierce and carried out in good spirits. 
It was interesting to note that no crew excelled at all disciplines. In the 
end it was a much bunched field but Alan Curtis’s Red Crew took out the 
competition by a whisker. 
Bruce Anderson followed up the night with feedback to Duty Skippers 
of each crew to show strengths and weaknesses that could be worked on 
at future crew days.
All of this training enables our crews to carry out their rescues in a very 
professional manner with a minimum of fuss.

ANNUAL RECOGNITION
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As well as surfers, divers, snorkelers and ocean swimmers the Gold 
Coast Seaway is used by turtles. Mainly Green Turtles (Cheloniamydas) 
but the occasional Loggerhead (Caretta caret) and Hawksbill Turtles 
(Eretmochelysimbricata) are observed for short periods. 

At any one time there will be as many as 10 Green Turtles living in the 
Seaway.

Some just like stopping off for a couple of months.  The seaway has 
great boulders for rubbing off barnacles and other marine growth - while 
a few have been sighted here for over 2 years now.

There could be more long term residents but only a few are easily distin-
guishable because marine growth often covers their carapace making it 
impossible to see the carapace patterns.

The more easily recognisable ones (all of which have been sighted in the 
Seaway since early 2014) are:

Nick -  has a piece missing from its carapace on the right rear side
Rita - has a red mark on the carapace (Rita Hayworth was a famous 
bottled red head from the 40s)
Twiggy - has an ID tag on its flippers (Rescued by Seaworld  had a 
small branch and fishing line rapped around its front right flipper)

Some of Twiggy’s history and recorded sightings:

2014
6th March - rescued by Sea World Team  
7th March - Tagged and released at  the Sand Pipe 
9th March - spotted at the South Wall near gate at beach 
13th March - spotted at the South Wall near the Sand Pipe 
27th April - spotted at South Wall near entrance 
27th May - spotted at South Wall near entrance 
16th June - spotted at South Wall near entrance 
11th September - spotted at South Wall near entrance 

Diving the Gold Coast
with Ian Banks

NICK TWIggy TAg

2015
1st January - spotted at the South Wall near gate at beach 
21st January - spotted at the South Wall near entrance 
11th September - under the Sand Bypass Pipe GC Seaway

All divers love to see turtles, and the South Wall of the seaway is a great 
spot to see them.  Between the Seaway Tower and the entrance is where 
they mainly like to hang-out, where they have a few favourite boulders 
they like to clean themselves on and there are more things they like to 
eat in this area as well.

They may be seen snorkelling when surfacing for air or when rummag-
ing for food in the shallows, but generally they will rest in the deeper 
areas of the South Wall.

When boating near the South Wall of the seaway it is good to keep in 
mind that the turtles will pop up every now and then for a breath of air.

TABATHA  AND GREEN TURTLE

RITA
TWIggy
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Financial members of VMR Southport receive the following benefits 
free of charge:

• Assistance with grounded vessels
• Marine search and rescue
• Pump out of sinking vessel
• Towing of vessels to the closest safe haven
• Radio checks weather reports tide and boating safety information
• Dignified Ashes Dispersal at Sea
• Marine rescue assistance from Point Danger to Bribie Island 

including 30 NM seaward of the coast line 

Now that does not mean we will tow you from Bribie Island to 
Sanctuary Cove or to your home mooring or back to the boat ramp 
where you left your car and trailer. What we will do is arrange assistance 
with another VMR squadron free of charge to the nearest safe haven or 
in the case of a trailer boat the nearest boat ramp.

The service provided by VMR Southport is 24/7 and wholly manned by 
VOLUNTEERS.  VMR Southport has 6 boat crews each with a Duty 
Skipper and up to 14 crew members operating 4 Rescue Vessels.  Each 
crew is rostered on every 3rd weekend for a 24 hour shift either 6pm 
Friday to 6pm Saturday or 6pm Saturday to 6pm Sunday.  There is a 
crew on Base every weekend and each public holiday.   The base is 
manned 24hrs a day every day of the year by radio operators working in 
4 hour shifts; I might add that we are the only rescue base in South East 
QLD that Operates 24/7. 

YOUR VMR SOUTHPORT 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Now MID WEEK, that is Monday to Friday assistances and rescues.  
These are handled by a few very dedicated Skippers and Crew who 
make themselves available to be called out at any time day or night.  
Volunteers come from all parts of the Coast, drive their cars to the base 
and then make ready a rescue vessel, depending on traffic conditions 
this can take some time to organise. Trying to get a Skipper and Crew 
to respond at 2am on a cold and wet morning is no easy task.  Most 
call outs take at least 2 hours to complete and others much longer.  It’s 
not unusual for a crew to be called out at 9am and not get home till late 
afternoon after doing 2, 3 or even 4 jobs one after the other. 

During the month of January our call out crews completed 39 assists, 
most of our assists are carried out over the weekend period.  

For the four weeks of January the totals were:
70 towed vessels 
9 jump starts 
6 groundings 
6 medical evacuations with Queensland Ambulance and Water Police

A total of 91 vessel assists in 4 weeks of which over 1/3 was completed 
by the small band of call out crew, what a great effort, thank you all.

MERV HANDLEY
SEARCH & RESCUE CONTROLLER 
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Pauline Allingham
Pauline was born in Brisbane 70 years ago but went to Port Moresby with her parents at age 8 and 
called it home for 25 years - after that lived in Tokyo for 2 years - back to the Coast for 5 years - over 
to Perth for 10 years and now back on the Coast forever!

She became a Registered Nurse after training at Princess Alexandra Hospital and nursed in Port 
Moresby, Perth and the Gold Coast - now happily retired.  In Tokyo she taught English while studying 
Japanese - drinking sake and eating sushi.  Her claim to fame was climbing Mt Fuji one night (which 
was a summertime once in a lifetime thing Japanese like to do - to see the sunrise from the top of Mt 
Fuji - a spiritual experience).

Volunteer work - Pauline was Secretary of the RSPCA in Port Moresby for many years and was 
awarded the Medal of Independence by the PNG Prime Minister - the work mainly involved rounding 
up the starving village dogs - rehabilitating them where possible and finding them homes.

In Perth Pauline lived in the village of Jarrahdale (famous for the tall Jarrahdale trees) - joined the 
Jarradhale Bush Fire Brigade and while not a “firebug” just loved putting the wet stuff on the red stuff 
to make the black stuff.

Back on the Gold Coast Pauline could not find a Fire Brigade close enough to join so went to 
water.  She joined VMR in August 1997 and was on black crew for about a year.  An accident on MR2 
resulting in a fractured left kneecap saw her jumping ship to become a Radio Operator and to this day 
still climbs the 42 steps in the Seaway Tower to enjoy the best view in town - oh yes - and to Save 
Lives at Sea!!

John is a recent southern import to the Gold Coast moving up permanently from Sydney 
in December 2014. He is semi-retired and does contract work for various government 
departments from time to time. He previously worked as Executive Secretary of an industry 
association in Sydney and before that has a business in country NSW for 20 years. His 
early career was as an accountant. John lives at Mermaid Waters and joined VMR Radio 
Operators Team in July 2015 .

John has had various roles in voluntary emergency service organisations in the past, as a 
Local Controller with NSW SES in Sydney and as a Group Captain with NSW Rural Fire 
Service in country NSW.

John Kaus

Can you add the following to Graham Kays profile

Joined  VMR in 2012 and looking for something worthwhile
Within the community after retiring.
Career - Pilot with Qantas
Hobbies – Walking,AFL and Gym Junkie.
Comes from Western Australia.

Graham Kays
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It was a busy Mother’s Day on the Broadwater for Blue Crew this year.

With Marine Rescue 1 off the water due to engine issues, the crew were 
left on Sunday with 3 boats running all day long completing over 10 
assists for the day.

It was around 1530 in the afternoon when Marine Rescue 4 returned 
to base from completing a job. A call came in to the radio room from 
a vessel that had run aground at the top of Never Fails Channel. The 
information we received; “A lady on board had received facial injuries 
when the vessel ran aground whilst on the plane.”  MR4 was dispatched, 
with Jake, Martin and Sed on board, on route to the scene to assist with 
first aid. 

The radio room contacted MR2 to notify me of the details of the job 
as Scozy, Benny and myself were completing another assist to Budds 
Beach.  The information was transferred to Water Police and QAS as it 
was a marine incident. MR2 completed their assist and were tasked by 
QAS to arrange a pickup of Paramedics from the Grand Jetty and head 
to the scene.

MR4 arrived on scene and gave us an update of the incident. Jake 
informed me that he couldn’t get very close to the vessel and were using 
a jetski to transport Martin and Sed to the grounded vessel to apply first 
aid to the injured persons on board. 

When MR2 arrived at the scene, I assessed the situation and decided 
to approach the sand bank with motors turned off and trimmed up to 
glide in as far as possible. The jetski then pulled up alongside MR2 and 
transported 2 of the 3 paramedics on board the grounded vessel to assist 
the injured. 

IT PAYS TO BE CAUTIOUS

By Scott Gregory 
Blue Crew Duty Skipper

One lady on board had possible spinal/neck injuries, for comfort it was 
decided to carry the injured lady on our stretcher walking through knee 
deep water to MR2 were the paramedics could administer pain relief as 
we made arrangements to start returning towards Southport. 

There were approximately 10 on board the grounded vessel.  M4 left the 
scene with people to return them to Hope Island, MR2 took 2 injured 
back with the paramedics and MR3 was completing another assist and 
headed up to help out as well.

We returned the injured back to the Grand Jetty to the awaiting 
Ambulance and they were taken the hospital for advanced care. I was 
informed the next day that the elderly lady received several broken 
vertebrae’s and a bleed on the brain from the incident. She is now 
recovering well.

After returning to base the crew cleaned up the boats, put them to bed, 
had our crew debrief and headed home except for Jake, Dave, Merv and 
Roy who stayed behind to wait for the high tide. The base received a call 
from the grounded vessel at 20.00 hours saying they were now floating. 
MR2 departed the base for a return to the Never Fails channel and tow 
the 60ft vessel back to Runaway Bay Marina. Another late night, the 
crew returned to base at 22.30 hours.
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The two islands, North and South Stradbroke Island, shelter the 
mainland and the adjacent islands of Moreton Bay from the full force 
of the Pacific Ocean. North Stradbroke Island is situated in the local 
authority of Redland Shire. South Stradbroke Island is situated in the 
local authority of City of Gold Coast, a couple of hundred metres off the 
shoreline. 

Until the late 1800s, Stradbroke was one island.  Sand blown and washed 
up from southern rivers formed a large, southern sand mass around an 
outcrop of bedrock (Point Lookout) while, to the north, a series of sand 
spits and beach ridges consolidated and stretched into a curved line 
from the mouth of the Nerang River to just south of the Logan River. In 
the last 6000 years, this southern sand island linked up with the larger 
northern sand mass to form Stradbroke Island.

Nineteenth century government survey maps mark the narrow isthmus 
which formed the one island by its aboriginal name Tuleen. According to 
Moreton Bay yachtsman, Joshua Bell, Oumpinpin or Jumpinpin, the root 
of the pandanus tree was harvested there. 

Aboriginal history shows family groups have occupied Stradbroke 
Island and some of the Bay Islands for at least the last 6000 years.  On 
the southern end of Stradbroke Island, extended stays by various family 
groups would have coincided with the peak or seasonal abundance of 
a favoured food such as oysters, pippis or a run of fish such as tailor or 
mullet.

There are a number of different Aboriginal place names associated with 
Stradbroke Island.  
• North Stradbroke Island is generally referred to as Minjerriba. 
• Moondarewa (Moonjeribah), meaning mosquito, was recorded on 

plans by a surveyor for a proposed township at the southern end of 
Stradbroke Island.

• Currigee is documented by William Hanlon as meaning currajong 
tree;

• Canaipa as ironbark spear;
• Cooran (Couran) as ash tree.Jumpinpin include a place of birds, 

root of the pandanus tree or water spout.

On 17 May 1770, Captain Cook approached land within six miles of 
Point Lookout on Stradbroke Island. He named Point Lookout, but 
assumed that the landmark was part of the mainland. Matthew Flinders 
was the next recorded European explorer to enter and survey northern 
Moreton Bay in 1799. Flinders was followed some 24 years later (1823) 
by surveyor John Oxley in the Mermaid.

Oxley found that the sandhills extending south from Point Lookout 
were not part of a peninsula, but an island. As a result of Oxley’s 
recommendations based on his discoveries around the Brisbane River, 
and information provided by castaways, Pamphlett and Finnegan, a 
shipload of soldiers and convicts arrived at Moreton Bay in 1824.

Three years later, in 1827, the first British ship of war, commanded by 
Captain the Honourable Henry Rous, entered Moreton Bay to undertake 
survey work. On board the frigate Rainbow was the chief administrator 
of the colony of New South Wales, Governor Darling, who was on a 
visit of inspection to the new Moreton Bay convict settlement.

As a result of the visit, in July 1827 Governor Darling ordered that the 
long sand island to the south of the main channel into Moreton Bay be 
named The Isle of Stradbroke, in honour of the Rainbow›s Captain Rous, 
the second son of the Earl of Stradbroke.

Stradbroke Island was gradually divided in two and by 1898, the sea 
permanently broke through at Tuleen, creating Jumpinpin Bar and 
forming South and North Stradbroke Islands. It’s believed that the 
breakthrough of the ocean at Jumpinpin started with a shipwreck. 

In the early morning of 3 September 1894, the barque, Cambus 
Wallace, ran aground in the heavy seas near the narrow isthmus of 
Tuleen. Some of the crew managed to make it to shore, but five men 
drowned. The hatches broke open as the tide rose and tons of cargo 
washed overboard. The vessel was carrying whiskey, beer and cases 
of explosives consigned to Thomas Brown and Websters, general 
merchants in Brisbane.

STRADBROKE ISLANDS
Assistance came from Southport residents and families living at 
the island’s oyster camp at Currigee. Customs officers and police 
travelled from Brisbane by steamer to the wreck. After taking care of 
the survivors, the rescue party buried the dead on a hill between two 
pandanus trees.

In later weeks a salvage operation began. The explosives from the cargo 
were piled together and detonated. All this activity concentrated in one 
area, plus the storm and tide action, weakened and later eroded the sand 
dunes along the narrow spit of land.

By the spring of 1896, the tide and additional storm events had further 
weakened the isthmus and water would run across the area. On 8 and 
9 May 1898, following gales and a series of very high tides, it was 
reported that the graves of the mariners from the Cambus Wallace were 
washed away and the island was now divided in two by a deep channel 
that was just under a kilometre wide and continuing to extend south. 

In 1904 an additional breakthrough of water about one mile north of 
Jumpinpin was reported. In 1906 concerns about the ongoing negative 
impact on the oyster industry in the Broadwater were raised and calls 
were made to close the channel to maintain a good flow of water to 
ensure the health of the oysters.

The small township of Moondarewa located near the south of South 
Stradbroke Island was battered by severe storms in January 1938 and 
the town was abandoned. While North Stradbroke has sustained growth 
in the form of tourism and residential growth, South Stradbroke Island 
has remained largely untouched with only small resort complexes and 
limited camping available.  

The southernmost tip of the island was reclaimed to form the north side 
of the Gold Coast Seaway in the 1980s. 

Source: http://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/thegoldcoast/stradbroke-island-
south-history-2761.html

North Stradbroke

South Stradbroke 
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Active Results 
Australia Wide

When considering selling you 
boat you should ask your broker:
• Do they deposit all proceeds in an 

audit trust account as required by 
the Offi ce of Fair Trading? We Do! 

• Do they have a P.I. insurance? 
We Do! 

• Are they Certifi ed Valuers? 
We Are!

• Do they have a database of over 
80,000 email addresses? We Do!

If your boat is
just sitting there ...

... it’s costing you $$$!
Why not get us to move it!

 We offer an alternative 
way of selling any type of 
vessel with proven and 
successful results.

 We charge no commission 
on higher value boats 
(a buyer premium applies).

 We sell most boats at, 
or close to, their reserve 
prices.

 Most of our larger boats 
are sold within 8 weeks.

 Regular auctions held 
at Runaway Bay, 
Gold Coast.

MARINE AUCTIONS 
& VALUATIONS
Adrian Seiffert
Ph 0418 783 358
adrian@marineauctions.com.au

Marine Auctions & Valuations
Adrian Seiffert 0418 783 358
PO Box 170, Albion, Qld 4010  
P: 07 3268 3614  F: 07 3268 3760
E:  adrian@marineauctions.com.au
www.marineauctions.com.au

We offer a full range of marine valuations.

VALUATIONS
AVAA Certifi ed Practising Valuer

Marine Auctions & Valuations can provide 
valuations for all types of vessels, including: 

Power, Sail and Commercial and Marine Assets.

Member No 390

For:
➤  Disposal
➤  Insurance
➤  Financing
➤  Insolvency
➤  Bankruptcy
➤  Disputes

On the following basis:

➤  Litigation
➤  Asset registers
➤  Government 

reporting
➤  Financial reports 

& acquisitions

➤  Fair market value
➤  Auction value
➤  Existing use

➤  Replacement 
and indemnity
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Kakadu Kayaks was born in 2013 with 
wanting to share with people our love of 
the water.  
Being based at Paradise Point on weekends 
and public holidays (weather permitting), 
we hire kayaks and paddle boards from  
$20.00 per hour where you can paddle the 
pristine waters around Sovereign Island or 
tour the mangroves of Ephraim Island on 
a high tide. Where there is a good chance 
of paddling with the dolphins, if you 
are really lucky you may even meet our 
resident dugong. 

We also cater for corporate and group 
bookings. 
Why not come and try kayaking or stand 
up paddle boards?

Contact Lindsay at Kakadu Kayaks 
On 0430 311 762 
kakadukayaks@hotmail.com 

Kakadu 
Kayaks

Lindsay Brookes was an active member with us from February 2001 till June 2003 when 
unfortunately changes required his moving on.
He willingly donated one of his bigger kayaks to us as an extra prize in our Boat Show 
raffle which was drawn at our base 7th June. We thank him for that generous offer.
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The Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) has just started 
work on upgrading Doug Jennings Park on Monday, 30 June 
2016. 

GCWA CEO Hal Morris said ‘a significant amount of consultation has taken place to let 
people know of the changes to access’.

The $875,000 project will include resurfacing the road, creating formalised parking 
areas, installing vehicle barriers and revegetating degraded areas as depicted in the 
diagram (see attached diagram).

The project focuses on the peninsular of land known as the Spit Finger only and there 
will not be any impact on the rest of the park or Spit area. Once the works are complete, 
the southern portion of the Spit finger will be accessible during daylight hours only.

As trustees of Doug Jennings Park, GCWA has rolled out a number of infrastructure 
improvements to bring a fresh look to this much enjoyed public area of the Gold Coast. 
This includes installation of a dive platform and stairs along the seaway, construction of 
a new amenities block, provision of additional beach showers and a dog wash facility 
and an upgrade of the Seaway Kiosk with new toilets and roof. As well, the foreshore of 
the western side of the peninsular has been replenished with sand.

GCWA received very positive feedback from the community on all of this work done. 
The Authority is enthusiastic about continuingto provide world class destinations for 
the whole community to enjoy and appreciate our beautiful waterways through projects 
such as this one.

Work starts on upgrade for the The Spit

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

Wild oysters: a hidden risk

Oysters are a widely consumed shellfish but there are inherent food 
safety risks for fishers who collect and eat raw wild oysters from our 
waterways.

Fisheries Queensland Policy Manager Kerrod Beattie said under 
Queensland regulations wild oysters can be collected if they’re eaten at 
the point of collection, however, the practice is not encouraged.

“Eating wild oysters can post a serious health risk to humans because 
contamination often cannot be seen,” Mr Beattie said.

All bivalve molluscs including oysters feed by taking in water and 
filtering out minute food particles which can include harmful bacteria, 
viruses and other contaminants.

Mr Beattie advised fishers to avoid collecting and eating wild 
oysters from waterways including man-made canals which may be 
contaminated.

“Oysters growing wild among rocks, on jetty posts and retaining walls 
should not be eaten because the water they were growing in may not 
always be clean,” he said.

“Contamination can occur through stormwater discharges, boating 
activities and runoff from parks, foot paths, factories and private 
gardens.

“Waterways with limited tidal flushing are of particular risk as 
contaminants can accumulate and become concentrated in the wild 
oysters.

“If the water is polluted, there is a good chance the meat in the oysters 
growing there may become unsafe to eat. Don’t take the risk, leave wild 
oysters where you find them.”

Oysters which have been grown and harvested by a licensed commercial 
operator are recommended.

Commercial oyster farming is managed under strict environmental 
guidelines to ensure oysters are grown in areas with appropriate water 
quality.

Harvesting of farmed oysters is prohibited if there is any evidence of 
temporary contamination in an oyster-growing area and processing of 
the shellfish is done under hygienic conditions to ensure the product is 
safe for sale.

There is no size or possession limit for wild oysters collected in a public 
oyster reserve or unlicensed oyster ground, however fines apply if the 
shellfish are not consumed on-the-spot.

Fresh Oysters

Infected Oysters
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Congratulations, you have made it to the boat ramp, well done!    Let’s 
go boating! Hang on, we haven’t determined what your weapon of 
choice is.  In other words, what are we launching?  Look around you, it 
never ceases to amaze me the choice of vessels available to the boating 
public.

Anyway, back to the weapon of choice  (and they are all weapons I can 
assure you.  Do you think that might be why your Rego label say’s “ 
You’re the Skipper, you’re responsible!  In choosing which weapon to 
start with, I’m reminded of one small statistic.  The month of January 
2016 alone resulted in 132 new vessel registrations for the Gold Coast of 
which 111 were Jet Ski’s.

So Jet Ski’s it is!  Your backing the ski down the ramp, your thinking 
yep, the bung’s in, the tie down strap’s are off, keys are in the ignition, 
PFD is hanging on the handle bars and the winch strap is still attached  
(not a good look to drop the ski on the ramp). 

Trailer glides silently into the water till the hull is kissing the surface.  
Turn off the vehicle, put it in first gear, handbrake on (not a good look to 
launch the vehicle as well as the ski).  Some owners will almost sink the 
trailer and drive or float the ski off, all good except you might want to go 
back and review the article on Trailers in the last edition of the V sheet.

I have to tell you about the day I was in the radio room at VMR 
Southport, and a late model Holden ute with a jet ski in the back, backed 
down the stadium ramp to a point where the bottom of the drivers door 
was at water level.  A young fellow jumped out and onto the back of the 
ute and with brute force launched his ski with a length of rope (we call 
that a “ painter “) attached, beached the ski, jumped back in the ute (for 
all I know, the floor pan is full of sea water) and took off like a scalded 
cat and that was that!  

I thought, you know that’s really different, apparently you don’t even 
need a trailer to launch a ski anymore.  Gee, I wonder if that might have 
been the Boss’s Ute! How come the engine didn’t stall? The exhaust was 
2ft under water! So much to learn! So little time!

Sorry, I digress – ok you have attached the painter, released the winch 
strap and with a gentle nudge the ski slides into the water.  You beach 
it, race back to the car, drive off and park.  Walking back to the beach 
(really you just want to run), it’s a beautiful day, the sun reflects a 
million diamonds into you shades, you grab your PFD, clip up, kill 
switch lanyard is in (you might  like to give some thought to attaching 
the lanyard to your PFD rather than your wrist, it’s too easy for a Velcro 
loop to slide over your wrist, PFD will stick with you should you come 
off), push the ski off the sand, hop on and hit the key – nothing, hit the 
key again – nothing   DOH!!!!!!!

A dead or dying Battery has got to be right up there on the list of life’s 
inconveniences, right?
When things go wrong, it’s human nature to look for something / 
someone to blame, so right about now is probably a good time to look in 
the rear view mirror and the culprit will become immediately apparent.

Yep, this little inconvenience could have been avoided by simply hitting 
the key before you left home !     Not only does this simple 2seconds. 
exercise save you the disappointment at the ramp but also it will be a 
good indicator as to the state of your battery and terminal connections.   
If doubt exists – don’t go.  Trust me when I tell you that a couple of 
more start attempts will not have improved the state of your battery.

Batteries   In the marine environment, there is no choice but to buy 
quality!    In my boat I use Deep Cycle Crank AGM (Absorbed Glass 
Matt) batteries.  They last longer, handle heat and vibration better, 
have thicker plates which  are separated by glass matt’s absorbed with 
a gel containing the electrolyte, will still operate upside down and are 

maintenance free, with one exception.  Keep them fully charged!  Run 
any battery dead flat and you are probably up for a new battery!   If you 
find yourself in this situation, a visit to your dealer / service technician to 
have the alternator checked might be a smart move, as this could be the 
cause of your dead battery!

Charging is pretty simple, and nowadays even a modest battery 
charger will have the capacity to automatically switch from absorbsion 
to maintenance when it has reached full charge and then continue to 
monitor the batteries capacity in voltage if left connected.  A strong 12V 
battery will probably read 13.7V fully charged.    Solar is another option 
and getting cheaper all the while.  Suffice to say that the point is keep 
your battery topped up.

Terminal Connections: - Simply clean and tight!   A loose / dirty 
terminal connection can’t carry the CCA (Cold Cranking Amps) required 
to fire the engine.  If a quick inspection of your terminals reveals 
anything but clean and tight, like a build up of a white powdery crust, 
you have committed another sin by failing to keep out the salt and 
oxygen from the connection.  Remember, we talked about corrosion 
with dissimilar metals in the presence of salt and oxygen in the previous 
article. I solve that problem by using a terminal gel, a light film applied 
with my finger after the connection has been spanner tightened. 

Safety Note: - I’m sure everyone is aware that playing with batteries 
carries some risks so –

Do: - Check your extension leads for fault.  Ensure any lead connection 
is not left out in the weather.  Use PPE (personal protective equipment) 
i.e.; gloves, preferably long, long sleeve top that can be removed quickly 
in the event of a splash and safety glasses.  Ensure the charger terminals 
are attached to the correct battery terminal i.e. Red to Positive +  (I 
normally disconnect both the main terminal’s prior to charging).   If 
you are charging the battery in the ski, make sure there is adequate 
ventilation.

Don’t: - Smoking or naked flames is a no no around batteries under 
charge, especially the older style wet cell lead acid type.  These contain 
diluted sulphuric acid and let off toxic fumes under charge and if any of 
the electrolytes is splashed into the bilge, which may contain seawater, 
or salt residue the result is Hydrogen gas which is very flammable 
especially in confined spaces.  Also, don’t forget to check that the battery 
is properly secured in its compartment.

Ok, engine fires first hit, your gone, had a ball, and obeyed all the rules 
relevant to PWC’s.  Ski is back on the trailer, soon as you are home (or 
sooner if you live a long way from the ramp) you clip on the hose and 
run the motor until operating temp is achieved to adequately flush any 
salt residue from the motor, give the ski a quick flick over with the hose 
and chuck a cover over it if it’s not under cover.   Good to go next trip, 
right?

Maybe, if you’re going out again tomorrow, or the next day, and you 
remember to fuel up!      

But if you’re not sure when your next trip is, there is still a couple of 
things to do.  Firstly, I mentioned fuel; I would have fuelled up on the 
way home. A near full tank leaves little room for air which contains 
humidity (water) which will condensate in the tank and over time will 
build up and run down the inside of the tank and settle at the bottom.  
Even with fuel filters/separators, do you want crook fuel in the tank?   
You will probably find your service technician will drop an additive into 
the tank during servicing as well, to help stabilise your fuel.
Secondly, remove the drain bung and give the inner hull a light hose 
out to get rid of any salt, and mop up any remaining clean water with a 
sponge.

TALES FROM REx’S BOAT SHED   Part 2.  Jet Ski’s
With Rex Scott  
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Thirdly, if you haven’t already done so, lightly spray an anti corrosion 
coating on all metal components, i.e.; nuts, bolts, clamps, clips, 
connections, etc.  I spray a light film all over the engine block, and I do 
it from day one.   Attention to detail such as, this will keep your ski like 
new, and coupled with regular scheduled servicing, will never let you 
down.   

Your dealer/service technician will advise you if unsure, and will guide 
you with the basis checks you can do yourself between services.  Lastly, 
leave the ski open, let it breath, anything wet then has a chance to dry 
out!    

Note:  A Ski is quite a complex machine, and has many moving parts.   
The worst thing you can do, is not use it.    So if you’re too busy, 
every month, fit the hose, start the motor, run it at idle to operating 
temperature.   Just turning the motor over without starting it is better 
than nothing.  Keep the moving parts moving!

What could possibly go wrong now?  I hear you ask.    H’mmmmmm 
let’s see.

1) You hit the turbo button and forget that fuel consumption will 
more than double.  Oops, not enough fuel to get home.

2) One or more of the mechanical  / electrical components fail (it 
can happen to the best maintained vessel).

3) You go at high speed where you shouldn’t, and run aground, 
flip the ski on a wave, collide with an object and so on.

Now irrespective of blame/fault you have a different kind of problem, 
out of fuel, damaged ski and or heaven forbid, someone is injured!  
Fortunately you remembered to include your mobile, stowed in its 
waterproof pouch and yep, beauty you have a signal.   

Right about now, you are thinking VMR (Volunteer Marine Rescue) 
you dial 55911300 and there is some one to take your call 24/7.  It’s 
comforting to know, that they will be taking your details and alerting 
the duty skipper or the search and rescue coordinator.  Remember that 
the Southport Squadron has on occasion, had to respond to more than 
20 assists, recoveries, searches in a 24hr period.  Person’s lost or injured 
will take priority over a jet ski stuck on a sand bank.

VMR Southport will come to everyone’s aid on the water.   Remember, 
the “V” in VMR stands for Volunteer.  

Have fun, be safe, and be responsible!

Need to be towed in a Jetski? 

We regularly get calls from jetski (PWC) drivers needing to be towed 
home.

Many of these seem unaware of the problem associated with towing a 
PWC.

The problem arises from the way PWC engines are cooled. Pressurised 
water is bled off the driving jet, which is forced through the cooling 
system.

If the motor is not running, this pressure does not exist, and water does 
not flow where it should. This is part of the reasons why you start a PWC 
before you start the water when you are flushing it.

Now, if you are towing a PWC, water will get forced into the water 
intake, but the intake is bigger than the outlet, so pressure builds up 
inside.

As the pressure builds, the water inside the system flows to higher and 
higher levels. When it gets high enough the water can flow into the water 
cooled exhaust passages. Water flows into the exhaust port.

Since the motor is not running, there may be an open exhaust valve. 
Water flows through it and into the combustion cylinder of the motor, 
which then fills with water.

The cylinder is designed to compress a petrol vapour and air mix, but 
water does not compress and trying to turn the motor over with water in 
the cylinder can result in major damage. Not a good idea.

So what do you do?

One solution is to make sure that you are not towed quickly. 
Manufacturers generally suggest 5 miles per hour, 6 knots, or 10 km per 
hour. Slowly. You won’t enjoy it and neither will the crew towing you.

A second solution is to allow a fast tow, but take the PWC to a mechanic 
as soon as possible and get them to check it out. Let’s face it, it probably 
wasn’t running properly anyway if you needed a tow.

The best solution is to close off the hose that allows the water to go 
where it shouldn’t go. A tow tap goes in the main feed line from the 
pump to the motor and you close it to tow the craft and keep it safe from 
“tow flooding” the engine cylinders via the exhaust cooling passages. 
Any good PWC mechanic should be able to fit one for you. You could 
even do it yourself if you feel adventurous, but I’d recommend a 
mechanic. Turn the tap off when you need to be towed. Turn it back on 
before you start the motor.

Need a tow?
Some PWCs have a hose pincher that can be used to clamp the hose off 
in the same way. Some even have a line drawn on the hose to show you 
where to clamp it. (The clamp is usually an optional extra.) Clamp it 
before being towed, remove the clamp before you start the motor.

Now the obvious question is why don’t Tow Taps get fitted as 
standard. Well, sometimes they do, but generally they don’t, because 
manufacturers don’t generally trust PWC riders to use them properly.

If you forget to turn the tap back on again after the tow, the ski will 
still run, but you will not have much cooling. The ski will overheat and 
hopefully the thermal safety cutout will shut it down before you do any 
real damage. Then you will need to wait quite a while for it to cool down 
enough to restart. 

They recommend that you tie your lanyard to the tap when you turn it off 
so that you won’t forget to turn it back on.

References: 

 http://www.fullwavemarine.com

http://www.ausfish.com.au/vforum/archive/index.php

http://www.cpjetski.com/towing.htm

by Peter Holliday
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From now until early December, boaties need to keep a sharp eye 
out for humpback whales as these mammoth creatures move along 
the Queensland coast on their annual migration northwards from the 
Southern Ocean. 
 
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for 
National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef Dr Steven Miles said the risks 
to boaties and others using the water became greater each year as whale 
numbers recovered from near-extinction following cessation of hunting 
in Antarctic and Australian waters. 
 
“From a low of about 500 humpbacks travelling up our coast in the 
mid 1960s, we now have more than 20,000 making the journey from 
Antarctica each year to breed, calve, and enjoy the warmer waters,” Dr 
Miles said. 
 
“The population’s recovery is one of the world’s great conservation 
success stories, and we reap the tourism benefits here in Queensland. 

Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef 
The Honourable Steven Miles

Look out, there are whales about
 
“The sight of these immense creatures and their calves parading past 
our coastline is a wonderful thing to behold. It’s a spectacle that draws 
people from interstate and overseas, to marvel at the humpbacks from 
whale-watching tour boats and headlands. 
 
“People think of humpbacks as gentle giants, but they are known to 
nudge boats, and also to slap their tails or leap out of the water in 
explosive breaches close to watercraft. 
 
“Remember that humpbacks are huge, unpredictable, 40-tonne mammals 
and you don’t want to get in their way. They travel at night as well as by 
day. 
 
“Generally, a single boat cannot come closer than 100 metres from a 
whale, and a maximum of three boats are allowed within 300 metres of a 
whale at any one time. 
 
“Within the 300 metre ‘caution zone’, boats cannot travel at more than 

six knots or create a wake. 
 
“Personal watercraft such as jet skis must also keep 300 
metres away. 
 
“There is also a special interest declaration banning any 
boat or watercraft from approaching within 500 metres of 
white whales such as Migaloo. 
 
“The approach limits are there for your safety and theirs. 
Details are at www.ehp.qld.gov.au<http://www.ehp.qld.gov.
au/>. There are stiff fines for getting too close. The fines are 
higher for white whales such as Migaloo, giving them more 
protection against harassment.” 
 
Dr Miles said it wasn’t possible to predict when or if 
Migaloo might arrive this year. 
 
“There were unconfirmed sightings of Migaloo in 
Queensland waters in 2015. Researchers in New Zealand’s 
Cook Strait obtained a DNA sample from a white whale in 
July 2015 that was later confirmed as Migaloo. 
“So we will just have to keep our fingers crossed that he’ll 
show up this year, and enjoy seeing all the other humpbacks 
in the meantime,” Dr Miles said. 
 
He said that whale season also unfortunately meant the 
possibility of strandings. 
 
Advice relating to whale strandings includes: 
 
  *  If you see a stranded whale, report it as soon as you can 
to the RSPCA on 1300 264 625 (1300 ANIMAL). 
  *  If you’re waiting for expert help to arrive, take care of 
your own health and safety first. 
  *  Remember that whales can injure you with their head 
and tail and, like all animals, they can carry diseases than 
can be transferred from animals to humans. 
  *  Do not attempt to push the whale back into the water, 
however tempted you are to do so, as this adds to the 
whale’s distress and potentially places you in danger.

Award Winning Boat Builders | Race Team Technicians | Undercover Marina  
Paint shop facilities for up to 80 footers | Fully enclosed refit sheds with overhead cranes.

MARITIMO SERVICE & 
SHIPYARD
I N T R O D U C I N G

FREE QUOTE & INSPECTION ON FACTORY SERVICES

Additions & Alterations 
Anti Fouling 
Engine Service 
Generator Service 
Prop Speed 
Underwater Lights 
Deck Wash Systems 
Detailing 

Polishing 
Electrical 
Upholstery 
Re-Carpeting 
Electronics 
Upgrade Interiors to latest 
Design 
Hydraulic Swim Platforms 

Outboard Servicing 
Mercruiser genuine parts 
GPS and Sounder upgrades 
Dulon paint protection 
Tenders 
Davit systems 

ALL MAKES &  MODELS FROM 15 FEET TO 75 TON WELCOME 
CERTIFIED: Volvo Penta service | Cummins service | Mercruiser service

07 5509 3618 
Lot 7, John Lund Drive, Hope Island, QLD, 4212 
maritimoservice.com.au
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT VMR SOUTHPORT
2016 TRADE & SERVICES DIRECTORY

Place your

BUSINESS CARD
here for a year

CONTACT 5591 1300

for details

    VACANCIES
               for
  VOLUNTEERS

VMR Southport has vacancies for 
Radio Operators to help man the 

Base Radio Room and the Seaway Tower.
No experience necessary - all training provided.

Contact the Duty Operator on 
5591 1300


