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Steve Pomas
PRESIDENT

 Hello Everyone and welcome to my last message to you as President of VMR Southport. The 
past two years in this position have been both challenging and rewarding and I’m very proud of the 
results that both myself and the Management Committee have achieved. With that in mind, I feel that 
it’s time now to step back a little and let someone new have a go in the position, so I won’t be seeking 
re-election at the upcoming AGM. I’m confident that the organization we are handing over is in excellent 
shape and that the incoming President and committee have a great base in which to continue building 
upon.

 In saying all that, I am now also writing to you as the new Editor of the V Sheet. As you will read 
further on in the issue our long standing Editor John Stanfield has retired from the job after many years 
so I’ve decided to ‘give it a crack’! The whole process of putting together a magazine such as this is all 
very new to me however I’m enjoying the challenge of learning new skills and have certainly discovered 
the meaning of trial and error! John has set a high standard with the V Sheet so I have big shoes to fill! 
I hope you continue to enjoy reading it.

 Around the base things are running smoothly and all 4 Rescue boats have been kept busy, as 
always. Our new radio tower project, while running behind, is well and truly underway and is hopefully 
not too far off. 

 I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank everyone who has supported me during 
my almost ten years on the Management Committee and I look forward to spending more time on the 
boats and am excited about new challenges that lay ahead. All the best...

         Vsheet - Sept  2015                        3

 PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT PROUD SUPPORTERS OF VMR SOUTHPORT



Active Members who have 
achieved higher ranking

Congratulations to:
Offshore Skipper

Paul Butler
Adam Watson

Inshore Skipper
Rex Scott

Stephen Hipkiss
Radio Operator

Malcolm Hill

ACTIVE  MEMBER 
PROMOTIONS
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 Readers may be wondering why after so many years there 
is a photograph of The Editor, John Stanfield.  Well, after ten years 
at the helm of the V Sheet, John has taken to the wheelhouse of his 
new ship ‘Capala’ and entrusted his V Sheet desk and programme 
to a new captain.

 Long time members may remember the V Sheet as a 
couple of black and white photocopied pages, gradually growing 
from four to sixteen pages and then in September 2005 a special 
colour edition was produced.  There was really no holding back The 
Editor after that and the V Sheet was steered into a quarterly 20 
page colour magazine under John’s editorship.  

 As a member for many years of the Air Sea Rescue 
Management Committee, John was heavily involved in procuring 
land and building on the growing Spit precinct, resulting in 
the opening of the Base in 1987.  As a member of Zone and 
State Councils, John was also party to the name change of the 
organisation from Air Sea Rescue to Volunteer Marine Rescue in 
1997.  

 Whilst non-operational for many years, John has never-
theless been an integral Active Member as Editor of the V Sheet, 
attending Crew Forum meetings and Radio Operator Meetings and 
has been involved on many Sub-Committees over the years.  Rec-
ognition of John’s invaluable service to VMR Southport was pres-
entation of Life Membership in 2008.

John is wished many years of fair weather, good seas and full 
hooks.

...and so writing, 
   he moved on

Written by: Diana Gibson

Senior Skippers
Along with our regular promotions and advancements throughout 
the quarter mention must be made this issue of some special 
awards given out. Ken Gibbs, David McDonald and Scott Gregory 
have all been awarded the prestigous rank of Senior Skipper.

Previous to these awards there have only been 3 Senior Skippers’ 
given out in the last 15 years. The rank of Senior Skipper is the 
highest within VMR Southport and is looked upon as a role model 
and leadership position. 

The role of the Senior Skipper is to assist in the smooth running of 
the organization with a special focus on training and skipper de-
velopment. With these appointments VMR Southport currently has 
8 Senior Skippers who spend their time visiting crews and helping 
out where required.

To celebrate these special awards we will profile Ken, Dave and 
Scott in the next issue. Congratulations to all members who have 
advanced this quarter with special acknowledgement to Ken, 
David and Scott. They are both very deserving recipients of this 
honoured appointment.
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They call him Capt’n Pete!
NAME:    PETER J M BARKER
RANK / POSITION:  Offshore Skipper – Duty Skipper Yellow Crew
JOINED VMR:   June 1998
EXTERNAL OCCUPATION: Electrician

BEGINNINGS:  Raised in the same street as Auckland’s Point Chevalier Sailing Club, 6 year old Peter commenced his love affair with 
the sea in “Pania” a P-class built by his father.  Yacht deliveries from NZ to Fiji preceded his move to the Gold Coast in 1989 when he 
moved on to motor boats to teach some youngsters to water ski. 

JOINING VMR:  Chris Leech and Marie Burr’s enthusiasm at a 1998 Open Day resulted in Peter joining VMR Southport and finding a 
new family with Yellow Crew. Years later he is now Duty Skipper proudly following in the footsteps of John Wise, Chris Leech and Merv 
Handley. 

MOST SATISFYING ALMOST RESCUE:   Whilst doing a Seaway Tower Saturday evening shift, there was a lone sailor in transit from 
the south, with the weather starting to kick up. Before closing the Tower and heading back to Base he was radioed to confirm his position 
and safety.  “All good, have my GPS giving me directions.” Awakening during the night, Peter thought of this lonely sailor and contacted 
the vessel again.  “Wind is pretty rough out here, might need some assistance to get into the Seaway”.  No problem, VMR vessel will 
meet and escort safely into Southport. In reaffirming position, Peter felt vessel was far too close to the coast and suggested sailing further 
east before proceeding north. “It’s ok, my GPS has me on heading for Southport.” Further inquiry from Peter determined the sailor was 
using a car GPS and on his present course would have reached Southport – via Cavill Mall!!  Needless to say, Peter led a crew to meet 
the vessel to ensure safe arrival, via the Gold Coast Seaway.  

WHY VMR SOUTHPORT:  Looking for a family? Couldn’t find a better one; the quality of people from a broad cross section who 
give up their time to volunteer.  Finance is not a factor, nor ego, these are real people who spend their own resources and time to train to 
be ready when someone else has a bad day. No matter how good is our day, the person needing assistance is probably not having their 
best time!  Always spend time to make their day better.  Most go on to give thanks when they are back on dry land.

GENERAL MEANDERINGS:   Yellow Crew has over the years provided many members to the Management Committee and Peter 
has served two terms as Vice President and a term as President. Under Peter’s Presidency the annual President’s Award was formalised 
with the inaugural Glenn Norris Trophy for Outstanding Contribution – first awarded to Glenn needless to say!  Due to the calibre and 
length of service of Yellow Crew members it has produced many Senior Skippers and Life Members of VMR Southport. Peter is hanging 
in and out to make these achievements.

with Diana Gibson

VMR Southport’s Charter
To save and assist in saving life 

and property at sea.

To provide personnel and equip-
ment in order to carry out search 
and rescue operations at sea and 

on the Gold Coast waterways.

To liaise and work with other 
marine rescue groups.

To undertake campaigns to 
educate members of the boating 

public in matters of marine safety.

Left: Offshore Skipper Peter Barker proudly displaying 
the National Medal for Emergency Services he received 
for 15yrs service in 2013.
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VMR Pontoon gets a Birthday
In mid 2014 VMR Southport received a Grant from the Gaming Community Benefit Fund to repair the Squadrons ageing and dilapidated 
pontoon.

At that time, a Sub Committee of 5 members was formed to investigate all options in doing this, including, Do we replace the pontoon like 
for like? Do we change the existing design?, or do we just repair the existing pontoon?

Many questions had to be considered, including the cost of these 3 options, the lifespan of a replacement pontoon versus a repaired pon-
toon, the future mooring arrangements of VMR vessels, given that a new Rescue vessel was in construction, and at that time, the future 
of VMR Southport, given that the proposed shipping terminal was high on the agenda.

The greatest consideration though that needed to be looked at with this project was the location of this pontoon. The huge amount of 
vessel traffic that passes VMR each day creates very heavy wave action, especially from large cruiser type vessels that travel on the bog 
plane creating huge unrelenting wakes. The reason the pontoon was in the condition it was, was because it was constantly exposed to 
these types of conditions. As time wore on the worse the condition of the pontoon became. VMR had been advised in the past by sources 
in the marine industry that this pontoon was probably the most heavily affected structure they had seen. Nowhere else on the Broadwater 
was a pontoon exposed to vessels of all sizes, allowed to travel at 40 knots, nor was there a pontoon that wasn't protected by an island 
or other structure, that allowed it to just float in peace!!!

Initially, 4 Pontoon Construction companies were invited to inspect the pontoon and give their opinion on how to provide VMR Southport 
with the best option. All 4 companies immediately advised that replacing the pontoon like for like wasn't an option, as this type of existing 
pontoon wasn't a marketable product in todays market, due to cost. 3 of the companies wanted to construct a brand new pontoon from 
scratch, whilst one company suggested that an Engineer inspect the 2 existing concrete modules that formed the pontoon, and give an 
opinion on the structural integrity of these. Apparently in the days when this type of pontoon was common, they were manufactured to 
hold up like the Rock of Gibraltar. It was thought that if the Engineer was prepared to give a positive opinion, replacing only the concrete 
pylons and all the metal brackets, braces and fittings was an option.

Taking this advice on board, an Engineer was recommended to VMR to inspect the pontoon, and upon contact and inspection, a 
professional report was given that the pontoon modules were still in a very satisfactory condition, and 10 - 15 years more life was still 
obtainable. Upon receiving this report, and other quotes, upwards of $170,000 to replace the pontoon, it was decided to further investigate 
the repair option.

At this point the Sub Committee got very serious in pursuing the repair option. There were still other considerations though. The concrete 
deck of the pontoon had surface cracks, which were getting wider daily. Advice was sought that products were available to remedy this. 
The concrete pylons were scarred, scraped and the steel reinforcing was rusting through the concrete. The Engineer advised these, al-
though ugly in appearance, were still structurally sound and sleeving these with a heavy duty plastic sleeve was the way to go. The centre 
infill joiner of the two pontoon modules was rusted out. A new bracket for this could be made and a new timber section with new matting 
could be laid. The pylon roller brackets were rusted out. New brackets could be manufactured. A design modification was suggested to en-
sure smoother rolling of the pontoon rollers. The fender around the diameter of the pontoon was severely damaged. It could be replaced. 
Finally, we needed to ensure the pontoon deck wasn't slippery. A product was available to ensure this.

With all these factors looked at, a proposal was put to the Management Committee. Given, that the quote to undertake this work was only 
slightly greater than the funds granted to VMR, the Management Committee had no hesitation in agreeing to get this work done.

So in mid June 2015, some 12 months after initial discussion began, Contractors moved on site to begin their works.

By early July 2015, we 
had a great looking 
new pontoon, repaired 
exactly as it needed 
to be and hopefully 
capable of servicing this 
Organisation for another 
10 - 15 years.

No more creaks and 
groans, no more 
banging and crashing 
of rollers not being able 
to take the weight of a 
pontoon being constantly 
smashed, but most of all 
the now smooth up and 
down motion prevented 
the possibility of damage 
being caused to the 
Rescue vessels which 
are constantly moored 
on this pontoon.
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During June/July VMR Southport undertook a project to refit and re-juvenate our primary Rescue vessel 'Marine Rescue 1' (MR1). This ves-
sel is approaching 11 years of age and has been a huge asset to the Organisation during this time.

Used primarily for offshore search and rescue, as the medical transport vessel for Qld Ambulance Service activations, and for comfort during 
wet weather activations, this vessel performs approximately 600 hours of use per annum. The vessel is a Noosa Cat 3100 (10 metre) series, 
powered by 2 x 300hp Mercury Verado outboard engines.

MR1 lives on the water at the VMR Southport Rescue Base, and from this location, can respond to an incident in the Gold Coast Seaway in 
approximately 5-6 minutes, pending good conditions. To skipper this vessel, one must hold the minimum ranking of Offshore Skipper with 
VMR Southport.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the amount of work required by VMR vessels, especially those in the South East corner of Qld, it is standard practice to utilise a 
Rescue vessel for 10 years. In this time, this would generally entail 5 changes of outboard engines, 15-18 marine detailings, 12 anti-fouling 
re-paints, 5 marine radio replacements, 5 re-signwritings and the vessel would use upwards of 180,000L of fuel.

Should this vessel require replacement in 2015, a price in the vicinity of $460,000 would be a reasonable estimate.

The 2014 / 2015 Management Committee of VMR Southport decided, after consultation with a Marine Surveyor that this vessel still had quite 
a lengthy period available as a Rescue vessel and rather than spending hard earned Squadron funds on a new vessel, that somewhere in 
the order of $40,000 would see the vessel fit to serve another 5 years in its current role.

At around about the same time as this evaluation of MR1's future was undertaken, VMR Southport was approached by Mercury Marine in 
relation to trialling joystick docking control. This is a product under development by Mercury and they required a catamaran hulled vessel, 
with twin engines, that received substantial use, to trial their product. A VMR vessel was a preferred choice for this, given constant use, 
lengthy engine operation, and also the frequency of performing side tows of broken down vessels into Marina berths. VMR Southport agreed 
to the trial.

The joystick enables the vessel to be controlled side to side and forward and backwards with a small joystick knob, rather than with the 
constant steering and in and out of gear movements of standard engine throttles.The benefit of the joystick being that if the Skipper could 
not position the vessel in the exact position they required, a simple transfer back to the throttles was instant, and complete control was again 
gained.

Lengthy training will be undertaken in the use of these before the Skippers are let loose.Converting to joystick resulted in the complete 
changeover of steering mechanisms and engine electronics of MR1. In future editions of this magazine I will advise how these are perform-
ing.

The ‘new’ Marine Rescue 1



 
 

Whilst out of the water, MR1 has seen all windows and window frames replaced due to corrosion and water leakage, re-straightening, re-
painting and slight modifications to the engine pods to limit water leakage, re-painting of the vessels targa frame due to sun exposure, re-
antifouling, re-detailing, re-signwriting and the replacement of damaged fittings which are a result of minor incidents that can occur with the 
nature of the work VMR undertakes.

Keep an eye out on the water for the new 'Marine Rescue 1' next time you are out there. It is bound to stand out and highlight the image VMR 
Southport aims to present to the boating public.

         Vsheet - Sept  2015                        9



 A radio call was received recently from a whale watching 
vessel requesting Ambulance assistance to a passenger who was 
complaining of nausea and chest pain. QAS were incidentally at 
the VMR Base on another matter, and with the vessel pulling up to 
the VMR pontoon, attended to the patient, who was showing some 
form of discomfort and strange facial colour. On asking the usual 
questions of a patient in medical distress, the Paramedics were 
very sheepishly advised by the patients daughter that her father 
had experienced a very heavy party session the previous even-
ing. After making the necessary medical observations, with positive 
outcomes, QAS were happy to let their patient go home to recover.

 The skipper of a fishing vessel contacted VMR on a re-
cent evening, reporting he had located an unoccupied tinny drifting 
on the 36 fathom reef east of the Seaway. The skipper advised he 
had secured the drifting vessel to his vessel, and would await fur-
ther direction. On clarifying details and a registration number of the 
tinny, the VMR Radio Operator contacted the Water Police, who 
immediately searched the details to determine that the drifting tinny 
was actually reported missing from an anchored vessel at Wave-
break Island the previous afternoon. Not a bad, uninterrupted voy-
age in just over 24 hours. The Water Police attended and retrieved 
the vessel.

 A 93 foot, 89 tonne vessel recently anchored in front of 
the VMR Base. The skipper advised of a mechanical failure. Mur-
phy's Law would state that on the first night at anchor, a 25+ knot 
southerly wind would blow and the vessel would drift. VMR were 
activated under Police direction to move an unattended yacht in 
this 'ship’s' drift path. Eventually, the ship was secured and all was 
good, one thought anyway. The following morning, strong wind 
stills blowing, and now suffering an apparent hydraulic failure, the 
vessel became adrift again, tangling its anchor chain with another 
anchored yacht. VMR were again activated to assist in the untan-
glement and to move 2 more vessels at risk. As a result of these 
preventative actions, no vessels were damaged. The ships owner 
visited a few days later, making a donation to VMR, advising that 

he had purchased the vessel in Ballina, was enroute to Darwin, 
and abeam Broadbeach the vessel suffered a catastrophic me-
chanical, electrical and hydraulic failure. After being commercially 
towed to Southport Yacht Club, the ship was repaired and ventured 
off towards Darwin, where the new owner planned to live aboard 
the vessel.

 A VMR crew were recently called to assist the owner of 
a vessel that had grounded near the VMR Base. The boatramp 
next to the Base in fact. Whilst being reversed down the ramp, the 
5.8 metre vessel launched off the trailer and became stuck on the 
concrete boatramp. Whilst the vessel suffered substantial concrete 
scrapes on its hull, the outboard engine suffered major damage to 
the lower section of the leg. The VMR crew, along with other boat-
ies assisted the embarrassed owner to get his vessel back onto its 
trailer, so he could assess the damage he had done by not ensur-
ing its security before launching.

 VMR Southport were exceptionally busy over the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend in June. Good weather, combined with 
a public holiday, in excess of 30 rescue activations were under-
taken, 16 on the Monday alone. These activations ranged from 
assisting QAS and Water Police with serious medical jobs, tow-
ing vessels due to mechanical failure and lack of fuel, successfully 
ungrounding vessels, retrieving a jetski from rocks in the Seaway 
and also locating a vessel reported missing. The crews on duty on 
these days enjoyed the experience and reported the waterways to 
be as busy as Christmas time. Might be something to expect this 
coming Christmas!!!

Pelican Boat
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with Glenn Norris

Notable Jobs

SOME STATS
ACTIVATIONS APRIL 

2015
MAY
 2015

JUNE
2015

Towed Vessels 56 35 32
Jump Starts 4 4 4
Pump Outs 5 1 0
Transporting 5 1 1
Fire 0 0 0
Standby 0 2 1
Medical 3 1 4
Searches 0 1 1
Dispersal of Ashes 3 0 2
Public Relations 4 15 1
Crew Training 85 78 59
Groundings 5 2 4
Other 10 9 7

TOTALS     180 149 116
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Ahoy The first in a series of four letter words commonly exchanged 
by skippers as their boats approach one another.

Amidships Condition of being surrounded by boats. Anchor A de-
vice designed to bring up mud samples from the bottom at inop-
portune or unexpected times.

Anchor Light A small light used to discharge the battery before 
daylight.

Bar Long, low lying navigational hazard, usually awash, found at 
river mouths and harbour entrances, where it is composed of sand 
or mud, and ashore, where it is made of mahogany or some other 
dark wood. Sailors can be found in large numbers around both.

Boom A laterally mounted spar to which a sail is fastened, used 
during jibing to shift crew members to a fixed, horizontal position.

Cabin A cramped, closet like compartment below decks where 
crew members may be stored – on their sides if large or on end if 
small – until needed.

Channel Narrow stretch of deep or dredged waterway bordered 
by buoys or markers that separates two or more grounded boats.

Clew An indication from the skipper as to what he might do next.

Course The direction in which a skipper wishes to steer his boat 
and from which the wind is blowing. Also, the language that results 
by not being able to.

Crew Heavy, stationary objects used on shipboard to hold down 
charts, anchor cushions in place and dampen sudden movements 
of the boom.

Current Tidal flow that carries a boat away from its desired desti-
nation or toward a hazard.

Dead Reckoning A course leading directly to a reef. Displacement 
When you dock your boat and can’t find it later.

Estimated Position A place you have marked on the chart where 
you are sure you are not.

Flashlight Tubular metal container used on shipboard for storing 
dead batteries prior to their disposal.

Galley
Ancient: Aspect of seafaring associated with slavery. 
Modern: Aspect of seafaring associated with slavery.

Gear generic term for any pieces of boating equipment that can be 
forgotten in the back-seat or boot of a car, left behind on a pontoon, 
soaked in the bottom of a dinghy or lost over the side of the boat.

Gimbals Movable mountings often found on shipboard’s lamps, 
compasses etc which provide dieting passengers an opportunity to 
observe the true motions of the ship in relation to them, and thus 
prevent any recently ingested food from remaining in their digestive 
systems long enough to be converted into unwanted calories.

Grounding Embarrassing situation in which a sailor returns to 
shore without leaving his boat.

Hatch An opening in a deck leading to the cabin below with a cover 
designed to let water in while keeping fresh air out.

Hull Speed The maximum theoretical velocity of a given boat 
through the water, which is 1.5 times the square root of its water-
line length in feet, divided by the distance to port in miles, minus the 
time in hours to sunset cubed.

Landlubber Anyone on board who wishes he were not. Leeward 
The direction in which objects, liquids and other matter may be 
thrown without risk of re-encountering them in the immediate fu-
ture.

Moon Earth’s natural satellite. During periods when it displays a 
vivid blue colour, sailing conditions are generally favourable.

Motor Sailer A sailboat that alternates between sail/ rigging prob-
lems and engine problems.

Motor Sailer A hybrid boat that combines the simplicity and reliabil-
ity of sail power with the calm and serenity of a throbbing engine.

Pilotage The art of getting lost in sight of land, as opposed to the 
distinct and far more complex science of navigation used to get lost 
in offshore waters.

Pontoon Harbour landing place that goes crack, crunch when hit.

Propeller Underwater winch designed to wind up at high speeds 
any lines left hanging over the stern.

Radar Extremely realistic kind of electronic game often found on 
larger boats. Players try to avoid colliding with ‘blips’ which repre-
sent other sailboats, large container ships and oil tankers.

Satellite Navigation Sophisticated electronic location method that 
enables sailors to instantly determine the exact latitude and longi-
tude, within just a few feet, anywhere on the surface of the surface 
of the earth, of whatever it was they just ran aground on.

Single handed sailing The only situation in which the skipper 
does not immediately blame the crew for every single thing that 
goes wrong.

Spinnaker Large beautiful balloon shaped sail used in powerful 
downwind sailing, collapses at the sides to make control difficult 
and when lowered stores neatly into the galley and main cabin and 
heads all at the same time.

Tack A manoeuvre the skipper uses when telling the crew what 
they did wrong without getting them mad.

Tides The rise and fall of ocean waters. There are two tides of 
interest to mariners: the ebb tide sailors encounter as they attempt 
to enter port and the flood tide they experience as they try to leave.

Yardarm Horizontal spar mounted in such a way that when viewed 
from the cockpit, the sun is always over it.
on the water

Common Nautical Terms



12 Volunteer Marine Rescue SOUTHPORT



         Vsheet - Sept  2015                       13

Become a volunteer
Learn new skills
Meet new friends
Provide a community service

Vacancies exist for Marine Radio Operators to 
help maintain communications with the boating 

public and rescue boat crews on call.

For more details call VMR Base anytime

55 911 300
and talk to the Radio Operator on duty.

?Do you want to

Pirates of the Caribbean 
  filming comes to The Spit

 While Pirates of the Caribbean fever was gripping south east Queensland over the winter months VMR Southport didn’t miss the 
action when filming came to town.  VMR radio operators and crews watched on as movie construction crews spent nearly 6 weeks building 
an impressive set opposite the base at the end of the Marine Stadium.

 The movie set appeared to resemble a Polynesian waterfront with a few tropical hut type buildings and a working slipway running 
down into the water.  On the slipway was a fully rigged sailing ship that moved up and down the slipway rails as required for the filming.  As 
impressive as the huge set appeared, it was only used for three days of filming before it was all torn down quicker than it was constructed.

 During those 3 days of filming an ever increasing crowd congregated on the shores of the boat ramp opposite the film set all 
hoping to catch a glimpse of the the most notorious pirate of them all, Captain Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp). And Captain Jack didnt let his 
fans down, stopping by at the completion of filming for a quick meet and greet with those who had waited so patiently.
 
 Another very impressive feature of the movie set was the 20 or so fully grown palm trees that were positioned around the set to 
provide the tropical authenticity.  These trees were trucked in by a fleet of semi-trailers and provided a very cool finishing touch for the set 
and demonstrated what some imagination could do for some areas around The Spit.  
 
 Imagine a similar themed structure permanently positioned at the same location to be used as a playground or even a tropical bar 
overlooking the waterway.  Position a few of those fire lanterns around an outdoor deck where one could enjoy sundowners whilst enjoying 
the view of the Surfers skyline. Lovely, but again I’m sure someone would object!

Written by:
Greg Turner

Photos taken at The Spit by Red Crew Duty Skipper Alan Curtis of the movie set for the Pirates of the Caribbean.
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Established in 1946, Southport Yacht Club’s purpose is to 
provide excellent facilities for those persons interested in 
boating and its associated activities.

 In addition to the award winning boating facilities, such 
as the 300 Super Yacht berth floating Marina and Slipway, 
Southport Yacht Club is privileged to be located on one of 
the most beautiful waterfronts on the Gold Coast. Southport 
Yacht Club Marina was recently awarded 4.5 anchors in the 
internationally recognised Gold Anchor accreditation.

SYC's Hardstand with a state-of-the-art 35 ton travel lift is located within the Club's Marina 
providing easy access to 20 hardstand places ranging in size from 20ft to 55ft. The boat 
yard has an extensive range of vessel services, specialising in water blast, Barnacle 
Scrape, Antifouling, Detailing, Prop Speed, all other services are available through 
recommended contractors.

Members and guests enjoy the exceptional and exclusive waterfront dining wining Club 
Queensland's best casual dining 2012, and Best Marina Restaurant 2014 in the relaxing 
atmosphere of the waterfront restaurant or get together to discuss their latest sailing 
experiences over a beverage at the bar. The kids haven’t been left out with a children’s 
playground area built in mid-2014.
 
Another new and exciting facility to open at Southport Yacht Club is the Gold Members 
only private Gym.

On water the kids can now enjoy Fun Sail at Main Beach! For just $20, kids can get to 
experience a fun sail and get a taste for sailing at SYC. From 9am to 10.30am every 
Saturday and Sunday, adults can enjoy breakfast in the Waterfront Restaurant overlooking 
the sailing area, to keep a close eye on what the kids are doing and get some great photos as well. Bookings can be made directly from 
our website www.southportyachtclub.com.au  

In addition to our regular club racing SYC hosts a range of events throughout the year. 
The Gold Coast Broadwater offers sheltered conditions and is the racing ground for 
short-course and twilight racing along with Power Boat Cruising and Navigation events.

A recent addition to sailing at SYC is Corporate Sailing, a fresh alternative to Corporate 
Days! Whether you are rewarding staff or entertaining clients, our Corporate Sailing Day 
is a novel approach to your team building, networking or conference event!

Finally Southport Yacht Club’s private retreat, Dux, is located on South Stradbroke 
Island and proves to be a very popular weekend destination for many members, with 
BBQ facilities, full amenities and on-site caretakers. 

For more information please visit www.southportyachtclub.com.au

Yachting with the Community
Since 1946
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 A new $1 million navigational aids maintenance vessel will help ensure public access to 
Gold Coast waterways and significantly improve the safety of those who manage and utilise the ex-
tensive waterway network.

 The Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) recenlty launched the ‘Currigee’, purpose 
built on the Gold Coast by Everingham Powerboats. The multi-hull maintenance vessel replaces the 
more than 10 year-old ‘Coomera II’ and represents state-of-the-art navigation technology and work-at-sea capabilities. The 12 metre vessel 
will be used to maintain a range of navigational aids, monitor and manage safe and lawful use of the waterways, provide quick response to 
spills and other environmental emergencies, and assist with disaster relief.

 “Transport safety is a priority for the State Government, and the ‘Currigee’ will support the Authority to effectively manage the in-
creasingly busy waterways of the Gold Coast in a safe and very responsive way,” Ports Minister Mr Mark Bailey said. “The Gold Coast has 
about 11 percent of Queensland’s boat registrations, so it’s vital for both public safety and enjoyment that the Authority has the equipment it 
needs to maintain waterway navigation aids for safe enjoyment by all users.”

 Custom built by local manufacturer, Everingham Power Boats Pty Ltd, the Currigee is expected to cover some 7,000 nautical miles 
of waterways a year conducting maintenance on more than 2,000 navigational aids, as well as undertaking enforcement duties.

 GCWA Chairman Gary Baildon, said the ‘Currigee’ represents a major “step up” in capability, and he expects its performance to be 
keenly observed by other maritime organisations looking to upgrade their maintenance fleets. “We were very pleased that the expertise was 
here on the Gold Coast so the ‘Currigee’ could be manufactured locally,” he said. “The manufacturing team have produced a precision-built 
vessel which will serve us well for the next decade or more.”

 The vessel was named after the South Stradbroke Island township of Currigee (Aboriginal for currajong tree) thanks to a popular 
social media community consultation project conducted by GCWA earlier this year.

Sustain. Enhance. Promote.
Brand new State of the Art vessel improves safety and 

enjoyment of Gold Coast Waterways.
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VMR Southport goes Interactive
 For those of you who have recently visited 
the VMR Southport website, vmrsouthport.com.au, 
you will have noticed it now has a fresh new look to it 
all. With all the same tools and functionality that has 
made it successful over the last 4 years the new look 
site offers users a simpler approach in carrying  out 
the task for which they are visiting.

 For the redesign we once again turned to our 
long time supporters Shared Marketing at Runaway 
Bay Marina to take on this project. They were there 
from the beginning on the first launching of our site 
and had all the answers when we explained where 
we wanted to go with the new one.

 From a user perpsective everything you 
should need with VMR is on the site. You can join 
up as a new member, pay your renewal, simply make a donation to one of our ongoing projects or access any of our traditional contact 
details. 

 There’s also access to all the previous issues of the V Sheet magazine as well as weather and tide information and a live feed 
from our Facebook page so you can keep up to date with what we’re doing on a day to day basis.

 From a behind the scenes point of view we now full access to be able to update or edit any of the content on the website anytime 
we want without having to engage the web company to help us out, which is a massive advantage in saving money and keeping all the 
information up to date and relevant. 

 The internet is now undoubtedly the biggest and most powerful tool in all businesses and organizations such as VMR Southport 
are no different. So next time you’re online stop by our site and check it out. There’s plenty to see and we hope you’re impressed!



         Vsheet - Sept  2015                       17

Queensland Water Police
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BUT OFFICER – I ONLY HAD TWO DRINKS!

 We lose count of the number of times we hear this. 
Coming into summer it is a timely reminder to warn all boat skippers 

about the need to remain under the 
alcohol limit when they are out on the 
water. Police water borne patrols are 
conducted regularly and especially 
during popular summer boating periods 
and during special aquatic events. 
Responsible and safe boating means 
the skipper of any vessel needs to go 
easy on the drink at all times. 
  As the skipper of a vessel 
you are responsible for what happens 
on your boat - any accident or injury. 
You need to be able to respond to 

any emergency on-board your vessel, such as a person falling 
overboard, dragging an anchor, fire or unexpected flooding of the 
vessel.
 Generally speaking the same drinking and driving rules 
apply on the water as on the road. It is an offence for any person 
under the influence of liquor or a drug to drive, attempt to put 
into motion or be in charge of a vessel in any waters. It is the 
responsibility of recreational skippers to stay under the 0.05 blood 
alcohol limit, or face the prospect of heavy fines and possible jail 
sentences. 
 Drink/drug driving rules apply on the water regardless of 
the size of the vessel being used. Whether it be a 2.5 meter tender 
dinghy or a 40 metre passenger ferry, skippers of vessels using 
the waterways can be expected to be breath or drug tested over 
the coming months. As with road users one area where skippers 
of vessels are getting caught out is operating vessels early in the 
day after drinking the night before. If you intend to go boating early 
in the morning make sure you limit your alcohol consumption the 
night before.

Alcohol on Recreational Ships
 The skipper of a recreational boat must have a blood 
alcohol limit of less than 0.05. The skipper is also responsible for 
the safety of passengers and their alcohol consumption. Skippers 
of recreational boats should also be aware that, the limit is still 
0.05 even when your boat is at anchor, unless the boat is securely 
moored in a marina, to a jetty or wharf or on a swing mooring.

Alcohol on Commercial Vessels
 The alcohol rules for commercial vessels are different from 
those for recreational boats. The master of a class 1 commercial 
ship must have a blood alcohol limit of zero. The master of all other 
classes of commercial ships (class 2, 3 and 4) must have a blood 
alcohol limit of less than 0.05. However, it is recommended that all 
commercial skippers have a blood alcohol limit of zero as part of 
their general safety duty.
 Studies in Australia and New Zealand show alcohol has 
been a factor in one third of all boating fatalities. These studies 
show passengers who’ve had too much to drink are just as likely 
as operators to be involved in accidents such as a boat capsize or 
falling overboard. 
 Ultimate responsibility for the safety of the vessel and 
passengers remains with the skipper…………..if you’re the skipper 
then you’re responsible!

Be Safe, Be Aware, Act Responsibly and Enjoy our 
Beautiful Waters.

Responsible Drinking on our Waterways
By: Senior Constable Adam Howe
GOLD COAST WATER POLICE
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benchmarkbusiness.com.au  |  1300 366 521

KANE DEAN
MARINE SALES

SPECIALIST

I don’t sell businesses,

I sell lifestyles!

Mobile    0404 893 184       Freecall    1300 366 521

Queensland Government
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
 
With the weather warming up and the school holidays fast approach-
ing, those planning on enjoying some time on the water are urged to 
check the rules before dropping a line.
 
Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol district manager Rob Mc-
Donald said officers will be out in force keeping a close eye on peo-
ple’s fishing and boating practices.
 
“The warmer months are traditionally a popular time for new and 
experienced fishers and boating enthusiasts to take to the local wa-
terways and beaches,” Mr McDonald said.
 
“However, the increase in fishing and boating activities often sees an 
increase in infringements.
 
“Officers will also be on the lookout for unsafe boating activities on 
waterways, correct vessel registration, appropriate licensing of op-
erators and carriage of safety equipment.”
 
Mr McDonald said fishers should be familiar with the recreational 
fishing rules and regulations for Queensland, including size and pos-
session limits, how to correctly measure fish, fishing gear restrictions 
and closed seasons.
 
“Fishers need to ensure they correctly identify the fish they catch so 
that they can determine what size and possession limits apply,” he 
said.
 
“If unsure, it’s always best to return the fish to the water.”
 
Fishing Tips and Responsibilities
 
Check your limits
For a complete list of size and possession limits, visit www.fisheries.
qld.gov.au or download the Qld Fishing app.

Measuring devices
Use a sturdy ruler with an end stop to measure the length of your fish 
or a crab gauge to measure your crabs.

Identify your catch
Always carry a fish identification guide or download the Qld Fishing 
app. Remember, fish that look similar may in fact be different species 
with different size and possession limits. If you can’t ID it, free it.

Gently does it
When a fish is hooked, avoid playing it on the line for too long. The 
stressed fish will become exhausted quickly and have less chance of 
survival if required to be released.

Check your gear
A number of restrictions apply to fishing gear in Queensland. Check 
the rules online at www.fisheries.qld.gov.au

If it’s not yours, don’t touch it
Interfering with crab apparatus you didn’t set is illegal. If you’re con-
cerned apparatus has been abandoned, report it to Fishwatch on 
1800 017 116.
 
“We want people to enjoy their time on the water but they need to 
take care and follow the relevant rules and regulations.
 
“With around 42,000 resident recreational fishers on the Gold Coast, 
ensuring people follow the rules is necessary to ensure both the safe 
use of waterways and the sustainability of fisheries resources.”
 
If you suspect illegal fishing, whether you see it in person or online, 
report it to the Fishwatch hotline on 1800 017 116. Do not approach 
the people involved, as this can compromise an investigation.
 
For more information on Queensland fishing rules, visit www.fisher-
ies.qld.gov.au, call 13 25 23 or download the free ‘Qld Fishing’ app 
from Apple and Google app stores.
 
Follow Fisheries Queensland on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
(@FisheriesQld).

Check the Rules Before Dropping a Line



Based in Brisbane, Australia. We 
work with clients across the world 

offering them the best in Luxury Leisure 
Pontoon Boats or Sports Pontoon Fishing 
Boats. You want it we build it – send us 
your layout for quotation on your new 
Pontoon Boat.

CAN BE BUILT TO SURVEY
•  Various lengths and widths available
• Custom colour schemes & graphics
•   Choose or supply your own outboard

Save money with our DIY kits
• Customise your internal fi tout
•  You want it we build it – send us your 

layout for pricing
•  Now stocking most pontoon boat 

accessories
•  We can supply furniture to modernise 

your old boat
• Repairs to existing boats

RUNAWAY BAY PONTOON BOATS
Specialists in New and Custom Australian made Pontoon Boats

www.runawaybaypontoonboats.com

AB012

PH +61 (07) 3440 9000   FAX +61 (07) 3341 0693
Sales - Craig Winch: 0417 646 711 • craig@Holmwoodhighgate.com.au

Factory Tours Welcome – 155 Ford Road, Rochedale, Queensland, Australia
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